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Description 



METHOD FOR REDUCING 
UNAUTHORIZED USE OF 
SOFTWARE/DIGITAL CONTENT 
INCLUDING 
SELF-ACTIVATING/SELF-AUTHENTICATING 
SOFTWARE/DIGITAL CONTENT 

Cross Reference to Related Applications. 

[0001] jhis application is a continuation-in-part of copending 

U.S. Patent Application Ser. No. 10/180,616, filed June 26, 
2002, which is a continuation of U.S. Patent Application 
Ser. No. 09/535,321, filed March 27, 2000, now U.S. 
Patent No. 6,460,142, which is a continuation of U.S. 
Patent Application Ser. No. 09/090,620 filed June 4, 1998, 
now U.S. Patent No. 6,044,471, the disclosures of which 
are incorporated by reference in their entirety. 
Background of Invention 



[0002] 1. Field of the Invention. The present invention relates to 
systems and methods for securing software/digital con- 
tent to reduce unauthorized use. 

[0003] 2. Background Art. Developers of software, which is used 
in its broadest sense to mean anything that can be stored 
electronically and processed by computer, are often vic- 
tims of illicit copying and unauthorized use in violation of 
contractual obligations imposed by licensing agreements. 
While violators may be subject to civil and criminal penal- 
ties under various domestic and foreign laws, this is often 
an insufficient deterrent to unauthorized use. A wide vari- 
ety of unauthorized uses and unauthorized entities exist 
ranging from a relatively small percentage of the total 
users to an overwhelming majority of users. Unauthorized 
use of digital content collectively amounts to a multibillion 
dollar theft of intellectual property and may reduce the 
variety of digital content available to subsequent legiti- 
mate purchasers. 

[0004] Ever-changing technology has contributed to a variety of 
methods, both legal and illegal, for exchanging digital 
content. The relative ease of use of the Internet has con- 
tributed to the proliferation of illegal or unauthorized dis- 
tribution and copying of software/digital content, often 



referred to as piracy. Various Internet sites and peer- 
to-peer networl<s trafficking in illegal or unauthorized 
digital content, known as "warez", are but one form of 
piracy. 

[0005] One of the industries that suffers from very significant 
and unauthorized use of software is the music industry. 
While historical copyright infringement and piracy of mu- 
sic was manifested in the unauthorized duplication of 
magnetic tapes or, more recently, CDs, the more common 
form of music piracy currently plaguing software develop- 
ers is illegal file sharing between computing devices, in- 
cluding computers as well as secondary devices such as 
personal audio players. While illicit web sites having stores 
of unauthorized music files can sometimes be identified 
and shut down, software that facilitates distributed file 
sharing, such as used in the Napster, Kazaa, and/or 
Grokster models, makes identification of individual com- 
puters and enforcement of licensing terms significantly 
more difficult. 

[0006] An even more prevalent form of unauthorized use may be 
referred to as "softlifting" or casual piracy. This may in- 
clude legally purchasing a copy of software, such as a 
computer program, digital music, an electronic book, a 



movie or video, etc. and using tlie purchase in violation of 
any accompanying license agreement, such as by in- 
stalling the software on more devices than provided in the 
licensing terms, for example. This may also include shar- 
ing the software/digital content with friends, co-workers, 
family members, and others, contrary to the terms of any 
licensing agreement. As described above, unauthorized 
use may also include Internet piracy, which encompasses 
unlawfully transmitting software or providing infringing 
digital content that enables users to violate copy protec- 
tion mechanisms in software (such as serial numbers and 
cracker utilities) over one or more of the Internet's com- 
ponents. 

[0007] Another form of piracy that is more often acknowledged 
as a criminal enterprise includes software counterfeiting. 
These enterprises range from the very simple to more 
complex and elaborate strategies for illegally duplicating, 
distributing, and selling copyrighted digital content that 
may appear to be legitimate to often unsuspecting con- 
sumers. Of course, many consumers know or should know 
that the digital content has been misappropriated due to 
its substantially discounted price, distribution channel, 
early release, or other factors surrounding the illegal sale/ 



purchase. 

[0008] Yet another form of piracy includes loading unauthorized 
copies of software onto hard disks of personal computers 
sold by a computer dealer or reseller, often as an incen- 
tive for the end-user to buy the hardware from that par- 
ticular dealer. Similarly, unbundling software — selling 
stand-alone software that was intended to be sold pack- 
aged with specific accompanying hardware and/or other 
software may violate the licensing terms and reduce the 
ultimate profitability of the product. Likewise, renting 
software for temporary use and then making a copy for 
subsequent use or distribution, such as renting and ille- 
gally copying a videotape, DVD, CD, or computer game, 
for example, contributes to the lost profits of artists, ac- 
tors, writers, producers, directors, programmers, and all 
those involved with the development and distribution of 
various types of software. In addition, prior art encryption 
schemes which seek to protect CDs and DVDs from illegal 
copying are being cracked in ever increasing numbers by 
various "ripping"and decompiling techniques. 

[0009] These and other forms of piracy will likely continue to 

proliferate, largely due to consumer demand and accep- 
tance of a wide variety of digital devices including desk- 



top, laptop, and hand-held computers; cell phones; CD 
and DVD players; MPS and personal audio players; game 
consoles and set-top boxes; and home and mobile audio/ 
video electronics, for example. Likewise, the numerous 
forms of distribution of many kinds of software /digital 
content contribute to the proliferation of illicit use due to 
the ease of acquisition. Distribution modes including tra- 
ditional shrink-wrap purchases from brick-and-mortar 
outlets as well as e-commerce and mail order providers, 
point-of-sale (POS) software/digital content selection and 
purchase, and direct download of software over the inter- 
net or other local and wide area networks via computing 
devices and set-top boxes are making both legal and ille- 
gal use easier for typical consumers as well as committed 
pirates. As such, the need for piracy countermeasures has 
never been more urgent. A fractional reduction in the rate 
of even a small number of the manifestations of piracy 
means billions of dollars in additional revenues to digital 
content providers. 
[0010] Because licensing terms for various types of software/digi- 
tal content often limit use to a particular person or group, 
machine or device, or to a particular location and/or time, 
anti-piracy measures have attempted to associate the li- 



censed party, device, location, or time, witli tlie digital 
content. Various types of information relative to the user, 
location, machine, or time of use may be transferred to a 
retailer, publisher, or third-party to monitor compliance, 
for example. While this may be advantageous to the pub- 
lisher in terms of providing additional marketing opportu- 
nities and assuring compliance with licensing terms, any 
type of software/digital content that requires the transfer 
of personal information to a remote location for the soft- 
ware to be operable may be highly objectionable to some 
users as evidenced by both voluntary and government 
mandated adoption of privacy policies applicable to vari- 
ous types of information collection entities. In ever in- 
creasing numbers and with ever increasing intensity, con- 
sumers have tremendous resentment and hostility to any 
program or application that transfers information from 
the user or user's machine to any remote location or en- 
tity. Such concerns have resulted in user boycotts, users 
purchasing alternative applications or content files from 
other sources, calls to Congress for legal remedies, etc. 
This user backlash cannot be underestimated or under- 
stated. Virtually all previous strategies to reduce unautho- 
rized use of software fall into this category. In many 



cases, publishers have suffered significant loss of market 
share and had even been forced into bankruptcy due to 
this apparent or perceived invasion of user privacy. 

[0011] While digital content developers may benefit from re- 
peated contact with authorized users and the reduction of 
piracy through various license compliance measures, de- 
pending on the particular type of software/digital content 
and the particular developer or publisher, the additional 
cost or responsibility associated with long-term involve- 
ment with license compliance may be undesirable. 

[0012] Various other prior art strategies have been developed to 
protect digital information, most of which are ineffective, 
burdensome to the user, or create significant privacy con- 
cerns for various users. For example, a hardware key that 
is typically installed in the parallel port of the computer 
may be used to provide a software interlock. The software 
cannot be used to the hardware key is not detected. While 
this method may reduce the unauthorized use of the soft- 
ware, this method is relatively expensive for the developer 
and cumbersome for authorized users. In addition, this 
method does not protect against the unauthorized use by 
users within close proximity who could exchange the 
hardware key as needed. Another approach requires a se- 



rial number or other customer identification to be entered 
during installation of the software. Missing or invalid reg- 
istration information prevents installation of the software. 
Similarly, the user may be required to register the soft- 
ware with the manufacturer or distributor to obtain a soft- 
ware key, operational code, or password to install the 
software/digital content. These approaches may be easily 
defeated by transferring the necessary serial number, 
software key, or other registration information whether 
obtained manually with the software products, electroni- 
cally, or via telephone from the manufacturer or distribu- 
tor along with the pirated copy of the software. 
[0013] In addition to being ineffective and easily defeated, these 
prior art solutions may be proprietary and instituted by a 
single publisher/developer acting only to protect their 
own content or information and therefore have little im- 
pact on the overall problem of unauthorized use. 
Summary of Invention 

[0014] The present invention includes methods and systems for 
securing software, which includes various types of digital 
content and/or information, to reduce unauthorized use. 
Various implementations include one or more authentica- 
tion or authorization codes associated with the software/ 



digital content as well as a particular user or device used 
to access the digital content during registration and/or 
acquisition of the digital content. An authorized adminis- 
trator may monitor and/or enforce compliance with li- 
censing terms as desired by requiring subsequent autho- 
rization codes and/or requiring an appropriate authoriza- 
tion or authentication code to access the digital content. 
According to the present invention, the authorized admin- 
istrator functions may also optionally include transferring 
information to a user or user device that may include 
marketing, promotional, or other information. The autho- 
rized administrator functions may be performed remotely 
over a wireless or wired local or wide area public or pro- 
prietary network, or locally on the user's device or a 
trusted local or wide area network connected to the user 
device. This feature of the present invention provides for 
authentication of any type of software at the user's system 
or closely related trusted network either independently or 
in conjunction with a remote authorized representative. 
Authentication performed soley within the user system re- 
quires that little or no authentication information be 
transferred from the user's machine to any remote repre- 
sentative. All authentication functions may be resident in 



the user's machine with additional functionality selectively 
applied utilizing a remote authorized representative or 
authorized representative module as a particular publisher 
or user may desire. The administrator or authorized rep- 
resentative functions may be performed by the content 
publisher or provider, a third-party service, or by a com- 
puter module or program attached to or separate from the 
digital content. The authorized administrator or represen- 
tative may be an individual entity or module associated 
with each computer readable storage medium having 
stored software that may include digital content, for a 
group of individual computer readable storage media 
containing digital content, one authorized representative 
for all computer readable storage media, or any combina- 
tion thereof. 

[0015] Embodiments of the present invention provide a self- 
activating and self-authenticating turn-key solution for 
developers and publishers of software including various 
types of digital content by installing a user resident au- 
thorized representative upon initial use or transfer of pro- 
tected content, or by installing an authorized representa- 
tive on an OEM basis, and performing authentication 
functions on or within the user system or device for the 



initial and/or any subsequent software/digital content 
transferred to tlie user system wliicli lias been designated 
for protection. The user resident authorized representa- 
tive may be provided with the protected content on a 
computer readable storage medium or via electronic dis- 
tribution over a local or wide area public or private net- 
work, or provided upon first use or transfer of the pro- 
tected content on a separate medium or downloaded sep- 
arately depending upon the particular application. 

[0016] Administrator or authorized representative functions may 
also include locking, disabling, partially disabling, or oth- 
erwise reducing functionality of the digital content. Simi- 
larly, authorized representative functions may also include 
disabling authorization or authentication code information 
to prevent tampering. 

[0017] The invention includes a general authentication process 
applicable to a wide variety of software/digital content 
distribution modes and use modes. In addition, the inven- 
tion includes various embodiments of an authentication 
process particularly suited for electronically distributed 
software/digital content stored on various types of com- 
puter readable storage media including rewritable media 
and non-writable media. The invention also includes au- 



thentication processes for use with primary computing 
devices, such as computers for example, in addition to 
secondary use devices that may include digital content 
players, for example. 
[0018] The present invention provides a number of advantages. 
For example, the present invention provides an authenti- 
cation process that is independently capable of perform- 
ing license compliance functions locally, independent 
from a remote authorized representative or authorized 
representative module(s). As such, the present invention 
addresses various privacy concerns by providing the capa- 
bility for any or all authentication activities to take place 
either at a remote, secure authorized representative site, 
or within an authorized representative module residing 
within a trusted computer or trusted computer network. 
The use of such a user resident authorized software/digi- 
tal content administrator may be preferable to facilitate 
protection of varying content types and/or for various de- 
velopers/providers that do not want long term involve- 
ment since associated revenue is generated without future 
administrative costs while assuring compliance. In many 
embodiments of the present invention, information col- 
lected during registration from the user or the user's ma- 



chine required for digital content to be transferred to the 
user or the user's machine is l<ept within the trusted envi- 
ronment, but remains effective in preventing unauthorized 
use. This feature of the present invention allows develop- 
ers/publishers the option of protecting their investment in 
the software/digital content by paying one price per acti- 
vation to a licensing compliance entity with no additional 
follow-on costs to assure license compliance and increase 
overall revenue from additional content sales. 

[0019] Various embodiments of the present invention allow the 
publisher the option of providing extensive secondary 
services to end-users, which may include marketing, ad- 
vertising, promotion, update/ upgrade services, quality as- 
surance and error log reporting and monitoring, etc. while 
also assuring license compliance and/or without requiring 
transmission of any personal information outside of the 
trusted computer or trusted network. 

[0020] The present invention includes various countermeasures 
effective to reduce or eliminate a wide variety of piracy 
and/or other unauthorized use of software including vari- 
ous types of digital content. Although deterring experi- 
enced hackers or those with a high-level of technical ex- 
pertise in circumventing anti-piracy measures may be 



more difficult and require additional safeguards, the 
present invention includes various features intended to 
hinder and impede these more determined or committed 
scofflaws without impacting the ease of use or invading 
user privacy for authorized users. Digital content protec- 
tion and rights management is provided and applicable to 
all types of software individually or in combination includ- 
ing operating system software, application programs, 
middleware, music files, text files, graphics files, games, 
and the like. In addition, the present invention is applica- 
ble to all forms of use and distribution. These forms in- 
clude OEM sales, user purchases, software or digital con- 
tent rental, update or upgrade models, network licenses, 
network management, and the like. 
[0021] jhe present invention provides the ability if desired or ap- 
plicable to alter authentication codes for each piece of 
software/digital content. While authentication codes may 
be at least partially associated with the user registration 
information, each may be altered relative to the next to 
further inhibit unauthorized use. Likewise, encryption al- 
gorithms and/or keys may be modified for each primary 
and/or secondary user device to further deter unautho- 
rized use. As such, even if the encryption is circumvented 



or cracked by an unauthorized user, decryption will not be 
possible in another unauthorized user's system. 

[0022] The present invention also provides for transitioning, as 
necessary, to a fully integrated digital rights management 
or other authorization/authentication process to reduce or 
eliminate unauthorized use of protected software. As 
such, the present invention is backward compatible with 
various primary and secondary use devices that may not 
have the capability to implement all the features afforded 
by the present invention. 

[0023] Various embodiments of the present invention provide 

authorization or authentication of digital content/software 
that may be adapted to any of a variety of computer read- 
able storage media and various types of software. While 
the present invention may provide a standard authoriza- 
tion or authentication system or method adaptable to all 
types of computer readable storage media and all types of 
digital content, particular processes for systems relative to 
a specific one or group of computer readable storage me- 
dia may provide optional authorization or authentication 
depending upon the particular application. 

[0024] The invention provides various steps or functions that can 
be used individually or collectively for a number of appli- 



cations including "try before you buy" or trial use scenar- 
ios; software, video, music, or other content rental; fixed 
time licenses, and the like. 
[0025] The ability to locally and/or remotely locate an authorized 
representative entity according to the present invention 
accommodates wireless and wired local and wide area 
public or private networks that may have an authorized 
representative entity resident on a server and/or on each 
device. Digital content may be locked or restricted for use 
for a particular device or client, the server, a group of de- 
vices, etc. 

[0026] The above advantage and other advantages and features 
of the present invention will be readily apparent from the 
following detailed description of the preferred embodi- 
ments when taken in connection with the accompanying 
drawings. 
Brief Description of Drawings 

[0027] Figure 1 is a block diagram illustrating a general authenti- 
cation process applicable to numerous types of software 
stored on computer readable storage media. 

[0028] Figure 2 is a block diagram illustrating one embodiment 
for an authorized representative to authenticate a user for 
a general authentication process according to the present 



invention. 

[0029] Figure 3 is a blocl< diagram illustrating an alternative em- 
bodiment of a general authentication process including 
representative authentication or compliance functions that 
may be performed by an authorized representative. 

[0030] Figure 4 is a block diagram illustrating a general authenti- 
cation process according to the present invention having a 
remote server or source to perform one or more of the 
authorized administrator functions. 

[0031] Figure 5 is a block diagram illustrating an authentication 
process for electronically distributed digital content 
stored on computer readable storage media. 

[0032] Figure 6 is a block diagram illustrating representative 
functions performed for authentication of electronically 
distributed digital content stored on computer readable 
storage media. 

[0033] Figure 7 is a block diagram illustrating an alternative em- 
bodiment for an authentication process for electronically 
distributed software stored on computer readable storage 
media with various optional administrator functions. 

[0034] Figure 8 is a block diagram of an authentication process 
for electronically distributed digital information stored on 
computer readable storage media with various authorized 



representative functions performed by a user resident au- 
thorized administrator. 

[0035] Figure 9 is a blocl< diagram illustrating general authenti- 
cation of software stored on a non-writable computer 
readable storage medium. 

[0036] Figure 10 illustrates an alternative embodiment for an au- 
thentication process for non-writable computer readable 
storage media. 

[0037] Figure 11 is a block diagram illustrating authentication of 
digital content stored on non-writable computer readable 
storage media with various optional administrator func- 
tions. 

[0038] Figure 12 illustrates an authentication process for digital 
content stored on non-writable computer readable stor- 
age media with authorized representative functions per- 
formed locally. 

[0039] Figure 13 illustrates a representative authentication pro- 
cess for writable computer readable storage media. 

[0040] Figure 14 illustrates the representative authentication 

process for software stored on writable computer readable 
storage media with various optional authorized represen- 
tative or administrator functions. 

[0041] Figure 15 is a block diagram illustrating an alternative 



embodiment of a representative authentication process 
for digital content stored on writable computer readable 
storage media. 

[0042] Figure 16 illustrates authentication of digital content 

stored on a writable computer readable storage medium 
with repeated authentication by an authorized representa- 
tive. 

[0043] Figure 17 illustrates an alternative embodiment of au- 
thentication of digital content stored on a writable com- 
puter readable storage medium with various optional 
functions performed by the authorized representative. 

[0044] Figure 18 illustrates an alternative embodiment of an au- 
thentication process for writable computer readable stor- 
age media having repeated authentication and optional 
compliance functions performed by an authorized admin- 
istrator or representative. 

[0045] Figure 19 is a block diagram of an alternative embodiment 
for an authentication process for software stored on 
writable computer readable storage media illustrating a 
representative installation and registration function. 

[0046] Figure 20 is a block diagram of an alternative authentica- 
tion process for software/digital content stored on 
writable computer readable storage media with all au- 



thentication and authorized representative functions per- 
formed locally. 

[0047] Figure 21 is a block diagram illustrating an authentication 
process for writable computer readable storage media 
having most authentication functions performed locally 
with optional functions performed remotely. 

[0048] Figure 22 is a block diagram illustrating possible locations 
and types of authorized representatives or administrators 
applicable to any or all embodiments of the present in- 
vention. 

[0049] Figure 23 is a block diagram illustrating an alternative im- 
plementation for performing authorized representative 
functions applicable to any or all embodiments of the 
present invention. 

[0050] Figure 24 is a block diagram illustrating another alterna- 
tive implementation for performing authorized represen- 
tative functions locally and/or remotely applicable to any 
or all embodiments of the present invention. 

[0051] Figure 25 illustrates another implementation of an autho- 
rized representative or administrator residing on the user 
system with an optional remote server backup for use with 
any of the embodiments for securing software according 
to the present invention. 



[0052] Figure 26 is a block diagram illustrating an authorized 
representative implemented using a local or remote net- 
work arrangement for use with any of the embodiments 
for securing software according to the present invention. 

[0053] Figure 27 is a block diagram illustrating additional varia- 
tions for implementing authorized representative func- 
tions using a network and a remote server for use with 
any of the embodiments of the present invention. 

[0054] Figure 28 is a block diagram illustrating additional varia- 
tions of implementations for authorized representative lo- 
cations and types for use in securing software according 
to the present invention. 

[0055] Figure 29 illustrates another variation for an authorized 
representative implemented using a network and optional 
remote server for backup. 

[0056] Figure 30 is a block diagram illustrating use of an autho- 
rized administrator as a clearinghouse for all software/digi- 
tal content applicable to any or all embodiments of the 
present invention. 

[0057] Figure 31 is a block diagram illustrating a content locking 
and reinstallation sequence that may be used alone or in- 
corporated into any of the embodiments for securing 
software according to the present invention. 



[0058] Figure 32 is a blocl< diagram illustrating a general authen- 
tication process for secondary use devices according to 
the present invention. 

[0059] Figure 33 is a block diagram illustrating administrator or 
authorized representative functions for an authentication 
process with secondary use devices according to the 
present invention. 

[0060] Figure 34 illustrates another embodiment of an authenti- 
cation process for securing digital content for use with 
secondary devices requiring repeated authentication. 

[0061] Figure 35 illustrates a general authentication process for 
use with secondary devices having authorized representa- 
tive functions performed locally on a user system in addi- 
tion to optional functions being performed on a remote 
server. 

[0062] Figure 36 is a block diagram illustrating a system or 

method for adding one or more secondary device authen- 
tication codes to computer readable storage media ac- 
cording to the present invention. 

[0063] Figure 37 is a block diagram illustrating an alternative 
embodiment for adding secondary device authentication 
codes to computer readable storage media according to 
the present invention. 



[0064] Figure 38 is a block diagram illustrating another embodi- 
ment for adding secondary device authentication codes to 
computer readable storage media to reduce unauthorized 
use of digital content according to the present invention. 

[0065] Figure 39 illustrates a system or method for authentica- 
tion of secondary devices utilizing authentication codes 
for secondary devices particularly suited for computer 
readable storage media having software in the form of 
music or video files. 

[0066] Figure 40 illustrates an alternative embodiment for au- 
thentication of secondary devices without corresponding 
authentication codes particularly suited for computer 
readable storage media having stored music or video in- 
formation. 

[0067] Figure 41 is a block diagram illustrating authentication of 
secondary devices utilizing corresponding authentication 
codes including alternatively formatted computer readable 
storage media content, such as music or video content, 
for secondary devices. 

[0068] Figure 42 illustrates authentication of secondary devices 
without utilizing secondary device authentication codes 
including alternatively formatted computer readable stor- 
age media content such as music or video information. 



[0069] Figure 43 is a blocl< diagram illustrating one embodiment 
of an autlientication process for electronically distributed 
content for secondary use devices according to the 
present invention. 

[0070] Figure 44 is a block diagram illustrating an authentication 
process for electronically distributed content for sec- 
ondary use devices showing authorized representative 
functions requiring repeated authentication according to 
one embodiment of the present invention. 

[0071] Figure 45 is a block diagram illustrating an alternative au- 
thentication process for electronically distributed soft- 
ware/content transferred by the user to a computer read- 
able storage medium. 

[0072] Figure 46 is a block diagram illustrating an authentication 
process for electronically distributed content for sec- 
ondary use devices with repeated authentications accord- 
ing to one embodiment of the present invention. 

[0073] Figure 47 illustrates an authentication process for elec- 
tronically distributed software stored on computer read- 
able storage media for secondary use devices with various 
administrator functions performed on a local user device 
or system according to the present invention. 

[0074] Figure 48 illustrates an authentication process for non- 



writable computer readable storage media for use with a 
secondary use device according to one embodiment of the 
present invention. 
[0075] Figure 49 is a block diagram illustrating an authentication 
process for non-writable computer readable storage me- 
dia for use with secondary use devices illustrating various 
administrator or authorized representative functions in- 
cluding repeated authentication according to the present 
invention. 

[0076] Figure 50 is a block diagram illustrating an authentication 
process for non-writable computer readable storage me- 
dia with optional authorized representative functions. 

[0077] Figure 51 is a block diagram illustrating an authentication 
process for non-writable computer readable storage me- 
dia for use with secondary use devices with various au- 
thorized representative functions performed at a remote 
server or source. 

[0078] Figure 52 is a block diagram illustrating an authentication 
process for writable computer readable storage media and 
secondary use devices according to one embodiment of 
the present invention. 

[0079] Figure 53 illustrates an authentication process for writable 
computer readable storage media and secondary use de- 



vices with optional authorized representative functions 
according to the present invention. 
[0080] Figure 54 is a blocl< diagram illustrating an alternative 
embodiment of an authentication process for writable 
computer readable storage media with secondary use de- 
vices. 

[0081] Figure 55 is a block diagram illustrating an authentication 
process for writable computer readable storage media 
with secondary use devices having additional authorized 
representative functions. 

[0082] Figure 56 illustrates an authentication process for writable 
computer readable storage media with secondary use de- 
vices with the user transferring and installing digital con- 
tent according to one embodiment of the present inven- 
tion. 

[0083] Figure 57 is a blocl< diagram illustrating an authentication 
process for writable computer readable storage media and 
secondary use devices with optional authorized adminis- 
trator functions according to the present invention. 

[0084] Figure 58 is a block diagram illustrating an authentication 
process for writable computer readable storage media 
with secondary use devices and repeated authentication 
according to one embodiment of the present invention. 



[0085] Figure 59 is a blocl< diagram illustrating an autlientication 
process for writable computer readable storage media 
with secondary use devices having authorized administra- 
tor or representative functions performed locally in con- 
junction with a user system according to one embodiment 
of the present invention. 

[0086] Figure 60 illustrates an authentication process for writable 
computer readable storage media with secondary use de- 
vices with various authorized representative functions 
performed using a local user system according to one em- 
bodiment of the present invention. andFigure 61 is a 
block diagram illustrating representative applications of 
an authentication system or process to reduce unautho- 
rized use of various types of software in secondary use 
devices having a processor and memory according to the 
present invention. 

[0087] Figure 62 is a block diagram illustrating representative 

applications of an authentication system or process to re- 
duce unauthorized use of digital content in secondary use 
devices via alternative file types according to the present 
invention. 

[0088] Figure 63 is a block diagram illustrating representative 

applications of an authentication system or process to re- 



duce unauthorized use of digital content in obsolete or 
unidentifiable secondary devices according to the present 
invention. 

[0089] Figure 64 is a block diagram illustrating use of symmetric 
encryption for an authentication process according to one 
embodiment of the present invention. 

[0090] Figure 65 is a block diagram illustrating use of asymmet- 
ric encryption for an authentication process according to 
one embodiment of the present invention. 

[0091] Figure 66 is a block diagram illustrating an alternative 

embodiment using asymmetric encryption in an authenti- 
cation process according to the present invention. 

[0092] Figure 67 is a block diagram illustrating a process for 

designating software for copy protection according to one 
embodiment of the present invention. 

[0093] Figure 68 is a block diagram illustrating a process for 
designating software for copy protection and providing 
protection using an authorized administrator according to 
the present invention. 

[0094] Figure 69 is a block diagram illustrating a process for de- 
termining current authorized representative status and 
applicable update procedures. 

[0095] Figure 70 is a block diagram illustrating a process for im- 



plementing authorized representatives in tlie form of a 
cliip, cliip set, authorized representative card, processor 
integral, etc. 
Detailed Description 

[0096] jhe various block diagrams /flow charts used to illustrate 
operation of various embodiments for systems/methods 
of the present invention may represent logic having vari- 
ous steps implemented manually, automatically, or in 
combination using computer programs or code and any 
one or more of a number of processing strategies such as 
event-driven, interrupt-driven, multi-tasking, multi- 
threading, and the like. As such, various steps or func- 
tions illustrated may be performed in the sequence illus- 
trated, in parallel, in a different sequence, and in some 
cases repeated or omitted while providing the features 
and advantages of the present invention as will be appre- 
ciated by those of ordinary skill in the art. The depicted 
order of processing is not necessarily required to achieve 
the features and advantages of the invention, but is pro- 
vided for ease of illustration and description. Although 
not explicitly illustrated, one of ordinary skill in the art 
will recognize that one or more of the illustrated steps or 
functions may be repeatedly performed alone or in com- 



bination with other steps or functions. Lil<ewise, one or 
more of the steps or functions, or a portion of a particular 
step or function, may be stored and/or implemented by 
hardware and/or software of a general-purpose or spe- 
cialized computing device having a microprocessor de- 
pending upon the particular application. When imple- 
mented in software code, an application program, operat- 
ing system, or the like, the control logic may be provided 
in a computer-readable storage medium having stored 
data representing instructions executed by a micropro- 
cessor-based computer to perform the step(s) or func- 
tion(s). The computer-readable storage medium or media 
may be any of a number of known physical devices which 
utilize electric, magnetic, optical, and/or combination de- 
vices to temporarily or persistently store executable in- 
structions and associated information or content. 
[0097] Throughout the description of the various embodiments 
of the present invention, software is used in its broadest 
sense to include computer instructions, data, or content. 
Generally, anything that can be stored electronically in any 
type of format is software. In contrast, the devices or sys- 
tems that store, use, and/or display the software, may 
generally be referred to as hardware. As such, software 



includes different types of digital information that may be 
used to provide the code or instructions for a computer 
game, application, or operating system program, content 
such as text, audio, music, video, etc. While software en- 
compasses a wide variety of electronically storable digital 
information or content used by hardware devices, in the 
description of various embodiments of the present inven- 
tion, the term software may be used interchangeably with 
one or more types of digital information or content partic- 
ularly applicable to the function, step, or embodiment be- 
ing described. Those of ordinary skill in the art will appre- 
ciate that the use of a particular type of software in de- 
scribing a step, function, or embodiment, does not neces- 
sarily limit that step, function, or embodiment to that par- 
ticular type, sub-category, or classification of software, 
but is used for ease of description and illustration of the 
more common applications for that particular type of 
software. For example, description of a step or function 
related to digital content in the form of a music file may 
also apply to digital content in the form of a video file or 
any other type of file including application or system soft- 
ware whether or not explicitly stated or shown. As another 
example, the description of one embodiment may refer 



specifically to electronic software distribution (ESD) or 
other electronic distribution with the software stored by 
the user on writable computer readable storage media in- 
cluding floppy disks, memory cards, and the like, while 
that same embodiment may also be applied to non- 
writable computer readable storage media distributed via 
more conventional methods although not explicitly illus- 
trated or described. Likewise, various types of computer 
readable storage media may be either writable or non- 
writable, such as CDs, DVDs, etc., depending upon the 
particular application. 
[0098] Software may include a combination of various types of 
digital information in a multi-formatted file or files or in a 
composite file or files of the same or similar type of soft- 
ware or content. For example, a music or video file may be 
supplied in different formats or file types to accommodate 
different devices or hardware. Preferably, all files may en- 
joy the protection of the authentication process or pro- 
cesses of the present invention. However, not all of the 
types of software or digital information must be protected 
to be within the present invention. Information acquired in 
an unprotected format or mode may be utilized in older or 
selected devices or hardware that may not be suited for 



any one or more embodiments of authentication pro- 
cesses to provide bacl<ward compatibility or a transition- 
ing period, for example. 
[0099] While a variety of combinations of various features of the 
invention are illustrated and described, any or all of the 
individual steps, functions, or processes illustrated and 
described with respect to one or more embodiments of 
the present invention may be used individually, in the 
combinations illustrated, or various other combinations in 
any user environment depending upon the particular ap- 
plication and implementation. Representative user envi- 
ronments include a single user device or system, a group 
of related users, wired or wireless network environments 
including local area networks and wide area networks, etc. 
Specific process steps or functions may also be selectively 
applicable to other operational sequences and may be al- 
tered or changed as desired. Similarly, various steps, 
functions, processes or devices are illustrated, without 
limitation, as being optional in some embodiments by us- 
ing dashed lines. As such, these steps, functions, or pro- 
cesses may be required to provide the features and ad- 
vantages of the present invention depending upon the 
particular application and implementation. Likewise, 



steps, functions, processes, and devices tliat are not illus- 
trated as being optional may, nonetheless be optional for 
some applications and implementations. The various illus- 
trated embodiments are representative of the more com- 
mon applications and implementations but do not limit 
the scope of the invention. 
[0100] Various terms related to authorization, activation, authen- 
tication, and the like are used interchangeably throughout 
the description and illustrations. Likewise, authorization 
codes, passwords, activation codes, authentication codes, 
and the like are used interchangeably throughout the de- 
scription and figures. The terms representative, autho- 
rized representative, administrator, authorized adminis- 
trator, and the like are used interchangeably as well. As 
described in greater detail below, various functions per- 
formed by an authorized representative, administrator, or 
the like may be performed manually or automatically us- 
ing a computer program module and/or special-purpose 
device alone or in various combinations, for example. 
Similarly, generation of any type of authorization, activa- 
tion, authentication or other code, registration informa- 
tion, hardware identification, etc. may be performed man- 
ually or automatically with communication by or between 



any type of authorized representative and tlie software or 
user unencrypted, fully encrypted, or partially encrypted. 
While most operations that include contact with, by, or 
between a local or remote server or authorized represen- 
tative and a user, user device, or system are intended to 
be in the form of electronic communication, the present 
invention may also include various conventional forms of 
communication including telephone, fax, and the like. 
[0101] In general, any and all illustrations and references depict- 
ing a user or user's device may also include a group of 
machines or devices, a group of users, and/or users or 
devices connected by a network including local and wide 
area networks both public and private. Authentication and 
other compliance measures are generally illustrated as di- 
rected to one user or user device but may also be applica- 
ble to any group of users or devices either individually or 
collectively. Likewise, illustrations of, and references to 
any of the various authentication or compliance activities 
may include any one or more of a number of actions in- 
tended to reduce the unauthorized use of software in- 
cluding but not limited to inhibiting or preventing access 
to software/digital content, reducing functionality, pre- 
venting transfer, removing, disabling, erasing, or deleting 



previously stored electronic information or portions 
thereof, etc. Any illustrations of, or references to any sce- 
narios depicting authentication or authentication activities 
which by example are using hardware identifiers, static or 
dynamic addresses, registration information, serial num- 
bers, and the like are by example only to illustrate a rep- 
resentative process or processes. Any or all of the repre- 
sentative scenarios may include any or all forms of user 
and/or device identification as appropriate. 
[0102] Referring now to Figure 1, a block diagram illustrating a 
general authentication process according to one embodi- 
ment of the present invention is shown. A computer read- 
able storage medium (CRSM) source 100 is acquired by a 
user as represented by block 102. As illustrated, com- 
puter readable storage medium or media 100 may include 
writable or recordable media in addition to non-writable 
media. Representative forms of computer readable stor- 
age media may include a floppy disk 104, CD or DVD 106, 
or any of a wide variety of separate or integrated solid- 
state electronic storage devices, such as portable memory 
cards 108 or integrated memory installed in a computer 
or other stationary or portable device including a digital 
audio player, for example. In general, computer readable 



storage media may include any media capable of storing 
digital information that is directly or indirectly readable by 
a device having a processor to present the digital infor- 
mation in a format useful to a user. Other examples of 
computer readable storage media may include hard 
drives, floptical disks, magnetic tape, and the like. De- 
pending upon the particular application, computer read- 
able storage media source 100 may or may not include 
protected software/digital content. Software/digital con- 
tent may be obtained by the user using electronic soft- 
ware distribution (ESD) 110 or other electronic distribution 
112, for example, and temporarily or permanently stored 
on computer readable storage medium 100. For illustra- 
tion purposes in all embodiments, electronic software dis- 
tribution, other electronic distribution, and wireless are 
referred to as computer readable storage media. In such 
cases, the actual computer readable storage medium is 
the underlying remote server or transmission site com- 
puter readable storage medium, but are best understood 
and appreciated in the context of their respective distri- 
bution means. Storage of the software/digital content on 
computer readable storage medium 100 may require ex- 
plicit steps performed by the user, or may be performed 



transparently with or without the user's knowledge. For 
example, a user downloading digital content from a wide 
area public computer network such as the Internet may be 
unaware that the software is temporarily stored in a com- 
puter readable storage medium, such as the memory of a 
computer connected to the network. The transfer may 
take place without any intervention required by the user, 
or may require the user to initiate the download, specify a 
destination, etc. Additional activation steps may also be 
required such as entry of a first activation code, activation 
key, etc. The requirement of entry of additional activation 
or authentication codes may also follow the authentication 
process of the present invention. Requirements of entry of 
additional activation or authentication codes are adaptable 
to all embodiments of the present invention. 
[0103] The user transfers and installs software/digital content 
from the computer readable storage medium to another 
hardware device as represented by block 120. Again, the 
steps of transferring and installing the software may be 
performed in response to specific user actions or may be 
performed transparently to the user depending upon the 
particular application and implementation. Similarly, 
transferring and installing the software may be performed 



in discrete steps or functions or in a single integrated, au- 
tomated, or combined step. During tlie transfer and/or 
installation of digital content from the computer readable 
storage medium as represented by block 120, registration 
information may be collected or supplied as represented 
by block 122. Registration information may include tradi- 
tional contact information, such as name, address, e-mail, 
phone number, fax number, etc., but preferably includes 
at least some information that can be obtained without 
intervention by the user to improve veracity of the regis- 
tration information. In addition, some registration infor- 
mation is preferably associated with a hardware device 
that is currently or subsequently receiving the software/dig- 
ital content. As such, registration information may also 
include hardware specific information associated with a 
computing device or other software/digital content access 
device. Hardware specific information such as an elec- 
tronic serial number that uniquely identifies the device 
based on information stored in a non-volatile memory, a 
computer or operating system registry, a motherboard or 
network card serial number, hard disk number, or the like, 
may be obtained automatically or through manual user 
entry or selection. Other device specific information may 



include a dynamic or static liardware and/or software net- 
work address associated with a specific component such 
as a network adapter including a MAC address or IP ad- 
dress, for example. Device specific information may be 
combined with user information and coded to produce a 
unique identification code. Any codes generated may be 
converted to appropriate hash values to protect user in- 
formation and assist in the code generation process. The 
identification code may be further encrypted or otherwise 
hidden to inhibit unauthorized duplication that would al- 
low subsequent illegally "authorized" use of the software/ 
digital content. As with the traditional user contact infor- 
mation, any hardware identification information may be 
obtained either manually or automatically as noted above. 
Manually entered information may be obtained by 
prompting the user to enter device specific information, 
such as the manufacturer, model, serial no. etc., or se- 
lecting from a list of possible devices or models, for ex- 
ample. Alternatively, or in combination, some or all of the 
hardware specific information may be electronically trans- 
ferred automatically with little or no user intervention for 
appropriately equipped hardware devices. Provision of 
manual entry is one feature that provides for backward 



compatibility of older devices according to the present in- 
vention. Operating system software and secondary soft- 
ware, preferably application software, identification may 
also be utilized either independently or in conjunction 
with the other identification means described. Although 
various system identifiers are illustrated, it is also possible 
to generate non-associated authentication codes in the 
authorization processes described. Although perhaps less 
prolific, these other authentication code generation means 
are adaptable to any of the embodiments described. 
[0104] As represented by block 124, an authorized representa- 
tive (AR) for the software/digital content creates an au- 
thentication code (AC) as represented by block 126. The 
authentication code preferably is at least partially based 
on registration information, which, in turn preferably in- 
cludes hardware or device specific information or identi- 
fiers as described above. Depending upon the particular 
application, the authorization code or codes may be gen- 
erated and locked prior to downloading, unpacking, in- 
stalling, etc. to prevent content from residing freely on the 
users system or device. Accordingly, if the content is 
transferred to an unauthorized system, the authorization 
or authentication code is also transferred to the unautho- 



rized user's system. This will prevent use of the content 
on the unauthorized user"s system when a comparison of 
the authentication code, which is based on registration in- 
formation including hardware, user, or other device spe- 
cific information of the original authorized user, will not 
be the same as that on the unauthorized user"s system. 
[0105] Generation of the authentication code or codes may take 
place at a remote authorized representative server or 
module, or may be generated by an authorized represen- 
tative module downloaded and installed on the user's de- 
vice, to authenticate and encode any future downloaded 
file or files, or may be attached to each individual file or 
group of files, for example. In addition, whether gener- 
ated locally or remotely, alternate authorized device codes 
may be included to allow access or use of the digital con- 
tent on one or more of these authorized devices. These 
codes may be reduced to one master code for all autho- 
rized devices, may require individual codes for each de- 
vice, or may be grouped by manufacturer, model, etc. de- 
pending upon the particular application and implementa- 
tion. Such authorization codes will allow use of the soft- 
ware including music, text, video, applications or systems 
programs, games, and the like on any one or more of the 



authorized devices. In any device tliat cannot be autlienti- 
cated, sucli as may occur with older or incompatible de- 
vices, users may or may not be allowed to access the con- 
tent depending upon the particular compliance actions or 
rules implemented by the authorized representative as 
described in greater detail below. 
[0106] If the digital content file or files are provided in a physical 
medium, such as a CD or DVD for example, authentication 
and generation of authentication codes would generally, 
but not necessarily, take place at a remote authorized 
representative and be downloaded to the users device. 
Once the file or files are copied to a local computer read- 
able storage medium, such as a hard drive or other 
writable device, they may only be utilized upon proper au- 
thentication of the corresponding codes as described be- 
low. Depending upon the particular application and im- 
plementation, limited use of the content may be provided 
rather than completely disabling access to the content if 
proper authentication does not take place. Access to the 
digital content may also be provided if the original physi- 
cal media is in place at the user's machine or device with 
the presence of the original physical medium providing a 
presumption that the use is authorized. 



[0107] All or any portion of information generated or exchanged 
by tlie autliorized representative in any of the user sys- 
tems or devices may be encrypted as represented by block 
128. User devices may include a primary device such as a 
computer, set-top box, digital radio, or satellite radio 
and/or a secondary device such as a personal audio player 
or DVD player, for example, with the digital content being 
transferred first to the primary device and subsequently to 
the secondary device depending upon the particular ap- 
plication. Encryption and/or decryption algorithms may be 
interlocked to the authentication code and/or authorized 
representative module or modules during generation of 
the authentication code as represented by block 126. As 
an example, the generated authentication code or codes 
may be encrypted and interlocked to registration informa- 
tion that preferably includes hardware identification val- 
ues. When the content is subsequently decrypted, the de- 
cryption keys are regenerated utilizing current values for 
the user device. An authorized decryption key based on 
the proper identification code will be operable to provide 
access to the content. Alternatively, if the content has 
been transferred to an unauthorized system, the decryp- 
tion key will be invalid, i.e. will not include the proper val- 



ues, and the content will not be accessible, will not be us- 
able, or any of a number of actions may be performed by 
the authorized representative to inhibit unauthorized use 
as described in greater detail below. 

[0108] As described above, the authentication code is encoded 
and interlocked as a lock code for the digital content file 
or files. The authorized representative module and/or the 
authorization or authentication code may be interlocked 
with, or embedded within any file or files associated with 
the software/digital content, any portion of the content 
which is needed to enable the content, any file or files ex- 
ternal to the actual content which may enable the content, 
any application that may enable the content, etc. Alterna- 
tively, the authorized representative module and autho- 
rization or authentication code may be external to the 
software/digital content, similar to that of a digital wrap- 
per or digital envelope, and linked to any file or files 
within the content, any portion of the content which is 
needed to partially or fully enable the content, any file or 
files external to the actual content which may enable the 
content, any application that may enable the content, etc. 

[0109] The authorized representative module or modules may be 
transferred along with the digital content file or files and 



may be directly attached to the content or reside remote 
from the user's system depending upon the particular ap- 
plication. In one embodiment, the authorized representa- 
tive module is attached to the content file or files with 
each transferred content file generating its own authenti- 
cation code or codes that are interlocked to the specific 
content file or files. When the content file is accessed or 
opened, the authorized representative module attempts to 
authenticate the content by comparing the current system 
identification or registration information with the previ- 
ously generated authentication code or codes that include 
information representative of the system identification. If 
the current system identification and the previously gen- 
erated authentication code or codes at least partially 
match, access may be provided to the digital content file 
or files. If the comparison is unsatisfactory, access to the 
digital content file or files may be limited or prevented. 
10] The generation of a particular authentication code may be 
achieved by a suitable system identification algorithm 
within the authorized representative module or modules 
that may subsequently be encrypted to prevent user tam- 
pering and interlocked or embedded within the specific 
content file or files, either randomly, interlaced, periodi- 



cally interlaced, etc. To further inhibit user tampering, the 
code or program portion of the authorized representative 
module or modules that generates the authentication 
code or codes may optionally be locked, disabled, or 
deleted as represented by block 130 of Figure 1. This ad- 
ditional step may optionally be performed after a prede- 
termined number of transfers or installs as represented by 
block 132. These operations provide further assurance 
that the attached authorized representative module or 
modules will be unable to generate and install additional 
authentication codes to provide unauthorized access to 
the digital content file or files. As such, if the content file 
or files are illegally transferred to an unauthorized sys- 
tem, the protected content will remain at least partially 
disabled due to the incomplete comparison of system 
identification parameters and the inability to generate ad- 
ditional authentication codes, 
ii] Similarly, additional security or protection may also be 
provided by altering the authentication codes for each 
piece or file containing protected digital content. Al- 
though each authentication code is at least partially asso- 
ciated with the user registration information, each code 
may be altered relative to subsequently generated codes. 



This may be accomplished by incrementing each authenti- 
cation code, by attaching a publisher code, incorporating 
a file type code, time code, date code, or the like. In addi- 
tion, for those embodiments using encryption, the en- 
cryption algorithms and/or decryption keys may be modi- 
fied from user system to user system to further deter 
unauthorized use. For example, a random number gener- 
ator may be provided to modify each user"s authorized 
administrator encryption algorithm and associated de- 
cryption key. As such, even if the encryption is cracked by 
an unauthorized user, decryption will not be possible in 
any other unauthorized user system. Other modifiers may 
include hardware component values, network addresses, 
and various other registration information as described 
above. 

12] As represented by block 140 of Figure 1, an authorized 
user wishing to install one or more content files on a dif- 
ferent machine or device may contact a remote authorized 
representative entity who may selectively supply and in- 
stall a new authorized representative module or modules, 
or generate and download one or more new authentica- 
tion codes for the authorized user's new device or devices. 
The remote authorized representative may be constructed 



and programmed to provide for the ability to override, 
overwrite, or modify any content file or files or resident 
authorized representative module or modules, for exam- 
ple. 

■•3] The ability to reinstall, recover, debug, install in a new 
system, update, and the like, is applicable to all embodi- 
ments of the present invention whether general or specific 
and may be applied equally to all stand-alone and net- 
work implementations. Similarly, it may be necessary and 
desirable for the user to update one or more authentica- 
tion codes to provide for changes in the industry, changes 
in technology, addition of new authorized devices, dy- 
namic authorized representative changes, etc. This func- 
tion may also be accomplished by manually or automati- 
cally contacting a remote authorized representative and 
updating the authentication file or files as represented by 
block 140. This feature applies to all embodiments for 
authentication modules of the present invention including 
without limitation remote authorized representatives, au- 
thorized representative modules which authenticate indi- 
vidual files or groups of files, authorized representative 
modules which are attached to each content file, etc. Sim- 
ilarly, repeated authentication may also be desired and re- 



quired by the publisher of the digital content which may 
also require periodic updating of authentication files or 
authentication modules in addition to or in place of local 
authentication. 

[0114] During any repeated authentication or other contact with 
an authorized representative, various information may be 
selectively transferred to the user or user device, i.e. mar- 
keting information, update or upgrades, previews of new 
music files, promotional offers, etc. This transfer may oc- 
cur independently of authentication, i.e. authenticating 
once a year but transferring marketing information quar- 
terly. Depending upon the particular application and im- 
plementation, it may also be desirable to obtain various 
information from the user or user's machine during these 
periods of contact between the user or user's machine and 
an authorized representative, whether local/user-resident 
or remote. 

[0115] Forany of the embodiments of the present invention, any 
one or more of the authorized representative modules 
may also have communication capabilities to allow for the 
transfer of information to and/or from the user or users 
device to an authorized representative entity. Such con- 
nectivity between the authorized representative entity and 



the user and/or the user's device serves a variety of func- 
tions. These functions may include the identification of 
unauthorized users, downloading or generation of suit- 
able warnings to unauthorized users, and/or transferring 
application upgrades or updates, fixes or patches, mar- 
keting information, and the like, as described in greater 
detail below. This enhanced user-publisher interface pro- 
vides for a complete connectivity platform between the 
user and publisher. The authorized representative or ad- 
ministrator may perform various compliance functions, 
such as collecting registration information, generating an 
authentication code based at least in part on the registra- 
tion information, and authenticating the user as repre- 
sented by block 150 of Figure 1. Various events may be 
used to trigger, activate, or initiate one or more of the 
compliance steps or functions. For example, the compli- 
ance functions generally represented by authentication 
block 150 may be triggered as part of a transfer of pro- 
tected content, during installation of protected content, or 
upon a first or some predetermined number of uses to 
provide a trial, sample, or rental period, for example. In 
general, compliance functions will include an authentica- 
tion process that compares current registration informa- 



tion with previously received registration information that 
is preferably encoded in the authorization or authentica- 
tion code to determine whether the attempted access or 
use of the content is authorized. If the attempted use is 
determined to be unauthorized, compliance actions will 
generally include limiting or preventing access to unau- 
thorized software/content and/or any other actions to as- 
sure compliance with licensing terms as described in 
greater detail below. Upon authorization, access may be 
provided to the content for a first predetermined autho- 
rization period, interval, or number of uses, which may be 
limited to a single use or access, before requiring another 
authorization or authentication as represented by block 
160. The predetermined period or interval may vary based 
on the particular authorized user, device, type of device, 
cost or value of the software, the number of estimated 
unauthorized copies, etc. For example, it is anticipated 
that more expensive content would provide a shorter pe- 
riod of authorization to provide a higher level of security. 
The higher revenue generated by such content would off- 
set any increased administrative expense of password or 
authentication code administration. However, depending 
upon the particular embodiment of authentication uti- 



lized, subsequent authorizations or autlientications may 
be performed locally or remotely by an authorized admin- 
istrator module with little or no additional administrative 
costs as explained in greater detail herein. 
16] The authorized period of use may be measured in a vari- 
ety of modes including random, scheduled, based on time 
of execution or use, calendar time, or number of accesses, 
for example. The authentication or comparison of authen- 
tication codes may occur prior to allowing access or oper- 
ating the content, during use or access of the content, etc. 
Repeated authorizations or authentications may be ac- 
complished automatically and transparently to the end- 
user by electronically contacting the authorized represen- 
tative and exchanging current registration information for 
comparison to the previously obtained registration infor- 
mation encoded within the authorization code. The autho- 
rized representative may compare the current registration 
information with previously received registration informa- 
tion to determine if at least a portion of information 
matches for that particular digital content and associated 
hardware device. This comparison may be used to deter- 
mine whether the end-user is an authorized user or an 
unauthorized user. 



[0117] The authorized representative or administrator functions 
may be performed in any combination by tlie manufac- 
turer or developer of the software, by a third party repre- 
sentative, or by a local or remote software module, or any 
combination thereof, for example. 

[0118] As illustrated and described with reference to the various 
drawings, the present invention provides for the optional 
use of more than one authorized representative entity to 
perform various license compliance functions. Authorized 
representative entities, including but not limited to autho- 
rized representative modules, may be utilized indepen- 
dently or in conjunction with one another. Any file or files 
containing software/digital content may contain one or 
more types of authorized representative modules. One or 
more device-resident authentication modules may control 
all or part of the authentication process individually or in 
combination with other resident authentication modules 
with a remote authorized representative entity acting as a 
further authentication or as backup for the authentication 
process. As such, the authentication process may include 
multiple levels of authentication. 

[0119] Figure 2 is a block diagram illustrating various represen- 
tative compliance functions performed by an authorized 



representative during a general authentication process ac- 
cording to one embodiment of the present invention. The 
blocl<s of Figure 2 having the same reference numbers as 
those of Figure 1 generally perform similar, although not 
necessarily identical functions as described with reference 
to Figure 1 and are not described again in detail here. Ex- 
emplary activating or triggering actions are generally rep- 
resented by block 152. As indicated, when a user subse- 
quently transfers, opens, executes, or otherwise attempts 
to utilize protected digital content for the first time after 
the initial transfer and installation represented by block 
120, the authorized representative attempts to authenti- 
cate the user as represented by block 150. The user at- 
tempts may be intercepted as represented by block 170 to 
generate an identification code based on current registra- 
tion information and to compare the registration informa- 
tion with the authentication code interlocked to the digital 
content as represented by block 172. Block 174 then de- 
termines whether at least a portion of the registration in- 
formation matches the interlocked authentication code. If 
an insufficient amount of the registration information 
matches the authentication code the authentication pro- 
cess ends as represented by block 176. However, various 



additional compliance functions may be performed de- 
pending upon the particular application and implementa- 
tion as described in greater detail below. 

[0120] If a satisfactory comparison of the current registration in- 
formation and authentication code is performed at block 
174, access to the protected software/digital content is 
provided as represented by block 178. The content file or 
files are then closed when the current access has been 
completed as represented by block 180. 

[0121] The authorized representative may perform repeated au- 
thentication at periodic intervals as represented by block 
160. The repeated authentication may be activated or 
triggered by various events as represented by block 162. 
For example, repeated authentication may be required 
each time the user attempts to open, execute, or other- 
wise utilize protected digital content. The attempts to 
open, execute or otherwise utilize the protected content 
are intercepted, as represented by block 182, to perform a 
comparison of at least a portion of the current registration 
information with the authentication code interlocked to 
the protected content, as represented by block 184. If at 
least a portion of the registration information matches the 
interlocked authentication code as represented by block 



186, access to the protected content may be provided as 
indicated by blocl< 190 until the file or content is closed as 
represented by block 192. An unsatisfactory match or 
comparison represented by block 186 may end the au- 
thentication process as represented by block 188. How- 
ever, various additional compliance functions or actions 
may also be performed to further inhibit unauthorized use 
or transfer of protected content as described in greater 
detail below. 

[0122] Figure 3 is a block diagram illustrating an alternative em- 
bodiment of a general authentication process including 
representative authentication or compliance functions that 
may be performed by an authorized representative. As 
with the description of various figures illustrating the in- 
vention, blocks or functions identified with identical refer- 
ence numerals throughout the figures perform generally 
similar, although not necessarily identical, functions in the 
various embodiments and are generally not described in 
detail again since those of ordinary skill in the art will ap- 
preciate that any of the described and/or illustrated func- 
tions may be used alone or in combination to provide the 
various features and advantages of the present invention. 

[0123] In the embodiment of Figure 3, the computer readable 



storage medium source 100 may optionally be supplied 
with a first authentication code as represented by block 
200. in addition, registration information may be acquired 
and verified to generate an appropriate authentication 
code or codes prior to delivery of the protected digital 
content file or files as represented by block 210. As an 
example, source 100 may be supplied with a first authen- 
tication code 200 based on acquisition and verification of 
registration information 210 by a remotely located autho- 
rized representative entity, such as an authorized repre- 
sentative module located on a remote server, for example. 
During the ordering or initiation of digital content trans- 
fer, the user provides, or the system acquires, registration 
information, as depicted in block 122, to generate an ap- 
propriate authentication code to interlock with the digital 
content file or files. The transferred digital information 
acquired by the user as represented by block 102 is then 
transferred or installed to a user system or device as rep- 
resented by block 120. Additional registration information 
may be supplied as represented by block 122 and incor- 
porated into the previously generated authentication code 
or file, or one or more additional authentication codes or 
files may be generated and added to the content file or 



files as represented by blocks 124 and 126. According to 
tlie present invention, after an autliorized representative 
module generates authentication codes for one or more 
content files, the authorization code or codes may be se- 
cured as represented by block 130. This may include 
locking the codes to prevent overwriting, tampering, or 
deletion of the codes, for example. Accordingly, once 
locked, the content file or files may only be fully operable 
on the associated authorized hardware device, or group of 
devices, or network of devices as appropriate. If the asso- 
ciated content file or files are illegally transferred to an 
unauthorized machine or device, the content file or files 
will remain at least partially disabled due to the system 
identifiers being different and the resulting inability to 
generate and install new or additional authentication 
codes. 

[0124] To provide additional protection, the authentication code 
or codes may optionally be encrypted as represented by 
block 128. Authorized users wishing to install the content 
file or files on a different machine that has not been pre- 
viously authorized may contact a remote authorized rep- 
resentative entity that may selectively determine that the 
user is authorized and transfer appropriate authentication 



codes for the authorized user"s new device as represented 
by block 140. 

[0125] Various events or actions may trigger a subsequent au- 
thentication as represented by blocl< 152, such as at- 
tempting to use or transfer one or more protected files. 
The triggering event or request may be intercepted as 
represented by block 170 to compare the current device 
information with the authentication code or password in- 
formation interlocked with the protected content as rep- 
resented by block 172. A comparison at block 174 deter- 
mines whether the user/device is authorized and, if au- 
thorized, allows access to the content as represented by 
block 178 until the content file or files are closed, or an- 
other intervening event occurs, as represented by block 
180. Other intervening events may include expiration of a 
current authorization interval, for example. Additional 
protection may also be derived by periodically or ran- 
domly authenticating the content while the content is 
open. Conversely, the authorized representative may peri- 
odically or randomly authenticate the content while the 
content is not in use. These periodic or random authenti- 
cations may be instituted individually or globally and may 
serve to further impede "crackers"and "hackers" from ille- 



gaily obtaining protected content and are applicable to all 
embodiments. 

[0126] If at anytime it is determined that the content file or files 
are being transferred to an unauthorized system or reside 
on an unauthorized system, the authorized representative, 
whether remote, resident on the user's system, or at- 
tached to the content file or files either independently or 
collectively, may take further action to deter unauthorized 
use as represented generally by block 220. Such further 
action may include notification of the user of the at- 
tempted unauthorized use or action, notifying the user of 
the need and means to obtain a valid license, notifying a 
remote authorized representative entity of the attempted 
unauthorized use or action, or generation of a disable 
code, for example. Use of a disable code or any similar 
means may permanently disable the file (either partially or 
fully), allow the file or files to operate with reduced func- 
tionality, corrupt the file or files, delete the file or files, 
etc. Generation of the disable code or similar actions may 
originate at the remote authorized representative or any 
type of resident authorized representative module, pro- 
gram, chip, processor integral, device, or code. Use of the 
disable code may be temporary or permanent predicated 



upon the desire or determination of the protected soft- 
ware developer, publisher, or source. 

[0127] At the discretion of the authorized representative entity, 
the user may selectively be allowed to rectify the at- 
tempted unauthorized use condition by providing authen- 
tication and verification information to an authorized rep- 
resentative entity or requiring the user to obtain a valid li- 
cense, either user system resident or remote. Once the 
unauthorized condition or action has been identified and 
overcome, removed, or otherwise remediated, the content 
file or files may be selectively restored to their fully oper- 
able condition and authorized for subsequent use or ac- 
cess for a corresponding authorization interval, which may 
be limited to a single use, before authentication is again 
required. Typical conditions that may trigger such an 
unauthorized use condition by an otherwise authorized 
user may include a change of some or all of the registra- 
tion information, installation of new devices, etc. 

[0128] Figure 4 is a block diagram illustrating one embodiment 
of the present invention having various authorized admin- 
istrator functions performed by a remote server or source 
with other authentication functions performed by one or 
more user system resident authorized representative 



modules. Remote server or source 300 contains the soft- 
ware/digital content source 100 on a computer readable 
storage medium. Tliose sl<illed in the art will recognize 
that a separate remote server may be utilized in this re- 
spect. A first authentication code may be optionally sup- 
plied by the remote server or source as represented by 
block 200. Similarly, the remote server or source 300 may 
optionally verify acquisition of registration information 
and generate an appropriate authentication code prior to 
delivery or distribution of the protected content as repre- 
sented by block 210. For example, when a user connects 
to a remote server or source 300 to order protected con- 
tent, the user may manually provide registration informa- 
tion that is subsequently used to generate an authentica- 
tion code as represented by block 210. Alternatively, re- 
mote server or source 300 may automatically collect or 
acquire hardware specific registration information and/or 
user registration information, preferably with the consent 
and/or notification of the user. If registration information 
is not obtained prior to distribution of the protected con- 
tent at block 210, the transfer process may be halted until 
verification occurs, alternatively, it may subsequently be 
obtained during transfer and/or installation of the pro- 



tected content as represented by block 122. Alternatively, 
initial registration information may be collected prior to 
content distribution as represented by block 210 with ad- 
ditional registration information collected during transfer 
and/or installation as represented by block 122 as neces- 
sary. 

[0129] Remote server or source 300 then allows the user to ac- 
quire the protected content as represented by block 102 
via physical media 104, 106 or electronically via electronic 
software distribution 110 or other electronic distribution 
112, for example. 

[0130] As also illustrated in Figure 4 and applicable to all em- 
bodiments of the present invention, in the event a user 
acquires a new machine or device, has modified a previ- 
ously authorized machine or device so that it does not 
provide a sufficient comparative match to previous regis- 
tration information, desires to install the content on an 
additional machine or device, or encounters technical dif- 
ficulties, the user may manually or electronically contact 
remote server or source 300 to provide a means for au- 
thorizing the requested activity as generally represented 
by block 140. As described in greater detail below, infor- 
mation may be transmitted or communicated using a 



public or private local area network, public or private wide 
area network, by dial-up modem, cable modem, wireless 
network, or satellite network, for example. Remote server 
or source 300 may then provide subsequent authorization 
or authentication to allow for reinstallation, recovery, de- 
bugging, installation in a new system, installation in a 
secondary system such as a laptop, installation in a sys- 
tem in which the minimum comparative standards are not 
met, and the like. 
[0131] As also illustrated in Figure 4, various authorized repre- 
sentative functions may be performed on a user system or 
device represented generally by block 310. Functions that 
include gathering of registration information and genera- 
tion of an appropriate authentication code may be per- 
formed as part of the transfer and/or installation of pro- 
tected content as represented by block 120. Authorization 
or authentication is then performed by a user system resi- 
dent authorized administrator represented by block 152 
with subsequent authentications represented by blocks 
162 and 230. 

[0132] Use of a single, user resident authorized administrator 

may be preferable to facilitate protection of varying types 
of protected content. Such use may be separated as de- 



sired into a number of user resident authorized adminis- 
trators witli tlie single or multiple user resident autho- 
rized administrators capable of processing more than one 
piece or file of protected content. For example, a single 
user resident authorized administrator may be imple- 
mented by an integrated circuit chip installed by the user 
or OEM in the computer or device, or by software or pro- 
gram code within an operating system or application pro- 
gram installed or transferred to a primary device, such as 
a computer. Alternatively, multiple administrators may be 
utilized with one or more authorized administrators in- 
stalled or otherwise resident on any device used to access 
the protected content, i.e. any device which includes a 
processor and memory. The user system resident autho- 
rized representative functions represented generally by 
block 310 are preferably capable of monitoring pre- 
existing content and/or content that may be transferred 
to or received by, utilized with, or transferred from the 
user's system to verify that the activity is authorized. One 
or more user system resident authorized administrator 
functions may be supplied by the device manufacturer or 
installed at a later date. Depending upon the particular 
application, various user system resident authorized rep- 



resentative functions or compliance functions may be in- 
corporated into tlie liardware or firmware of a computing 
device used to access the protected content. 

[0133] Once present on the user system or networl<, the autho- 
rized representative entity (module or modules) may act 
to selectively protect any or all digital content received by, 
transferred from, or otherwise accessed by the system. 
Such content may be protected on an individual basis, on 
a group basis, according to the type of file or content, or 
any other basis desired by the administrator or publisher 
or as hereinafter described as desired by the user. This 
protection may extend from the operating system files 
through applications, music content, video content, gam- 
ing, graphics, etc. 

[0134] As also represented by block 310, after the authorized 
administrator or representative is transferred to a local 
user system or network, the authorized administrator may 
determine additional user registration information as rep- 
resented by block 124 that may include name, address, 
email, IP address, MAC address, hardware identification, 
serial numbers, etc. The additional information is then 
used to generate an authentication code that is associated 
with, attached to, interlocked with, injected, or embedded 



with the protected content as represented by block 126. 
As previously described, once the authentication code is 
linked or associated with the protected content, any sub- 
sequent access to the protected content requires that at 
least a portion of the corresponding registration informa- 
tion match the device being used to access the content. 
As represented by blocks 220, 262, and 270, various 
compliance measures or actions may be triggered or acti- 
vated if the registration information does not satisfy the 
threshold comparison with the embedded authentication 
code. Access to the protected content may be completely 
denied. Alternatively, the content may selectively operate 
at some reduced level of functionality, be allowed to oper- 
ate for limited time, etc. 
[0135] Compliance functions, whether implemented by a user 

system resident authorized representative as represented 
generally by block 310 and more specifically by blocks 
220, 262, and 270, or implemented alone or in combina- 
tion by a remote authorized representative entity, may 
also include functions to identify unauthorized users, de- 
vices, and/or uses. If protected content is utilized or at- 
tempted to be utilized by an unauthorized user or device, 
the authorized representative or other identification 



means may collect information on the unauthorized user 
or device and transfer such information to a local or re- 
mote authorized representative as represented by block 
300, for example. Alternatively, information may be col- 
lected and transferred to an appropriate enforcement en- 
tity. Depending upon the particular application, the unau- 
thorized user may be notified, or the information may be 
collected and sent transparently without alerting the user. 
Similarly, various combinations or levels of warnings may 
be provided before collecting and/or sending information 
relative to the unauthorized use and the unauthorized 
user and/or device. For example, if protected content is 
transferred to an unauthorized user or device, the autho- 
rized representative may detect the unauthorized use and 
collect identification information relative to the unautho- 
rized use. Identification information may include user 
name, organization name, e-mail address, IP address, 
processor identification, and the like. The information 
may be subsequently transferred to a remote authorized 
representative entity or enforcement authority to investi- 
gate and/or determine appropriate enforcement actions. 
Such actions may include storing unauthorized use infor- 
mation, notifying the unauthorized user of the specifics 



related to the detected unauthorized use, notifying the 
user of the need and means to obtain a valid license, noti- 
fying proper authorities of such illegal use, instituting civil 
actions, and the like. If protected content is transferred to 
an unauthorized user or system, the authorized represen- 
tative may refuse to allow the content to be transferred 
and concurrently inform the user of its actions. Similarly, 
the authorized representative may act as a safeguard for 
other content which has been watermarked or otherwise 
protected by another party. When watermarking or other 
third party protection is present, the authorized represen- 
tative may either refuse to allow the content to be trans- 
ferred, allow the content to be transferred in a reduced 
functionality mode, disable printing functions, disable 
transfer functions, etc. An example of this functionality 
would occur if a user were to attempt to illegally utilize 
various computer functionality with currency, artwork, etc. 
This additional protection and cooperation with other 
protection schemes is adaptable to all embodiments of 
the preset invention. 
[0136] Referring now to Figure 5, a block diagram illustrating a 
general authentication process particularly suited for use 
with electronically distributed software/digital content is 



shown. Computer readable storage medium source 100 
includes one or more types of protected content. A user 
acquires at least a portion of the protected content from 
computer readable storage medium source 100 as repre- 
sented by block 102 using electronic software distribution 
(ESD) 110 and/or other electronic distribution 112. During 
the transfer and/or installation of the protected digital 
content, generally represented by block 120, registration 
information is acquired by an authorized representative 
entity as represented by block 122. As previously de- 
scribed, registration information may be collected from 
the user and/or directly from the user's system or device 
and preferably includes at least some hardware or device 
specific information regardless of the manner in which the 
registration information is collected. For electronically 
distributed content, registration information preferably 
includes one or more codes or flags to identify the man- 
ner in which the protected content was received. For ex- 
ample, registration information may include some or all of 
the user's IP address. 
[0137] After acquiring registration information, the authorized 

administrator or representative generates a corresponding 
authentication code at least partially based on the regis- 



tration information as represented by blocl< 124. In tlie 
example above, the authentication code would be at least 
partially based on the user's IP address. The authentica- 
tion code is then encoded as a lock code for the digital 
content file or files as represented by block 126. Gener- 
ally, the authentication code would be encrypted to pre- 
vent user tampering as represented by block 128, al- 
though this step is optional. Once locked, the authentica- 
tion code cannot be changed or altered by the user. To 
provide additional protection, any locally resident autho- 
rized representative functions used to generate an au- 
thentication code may be optionally locked, disabled, or 
deleted as represented by block 130. However, depending 
upon the particular application, a number of installations 
or transfers to alternative devices with appropriate gener- 
ation of authentication codes keyed to those devices 
(including computer readable storage media) may be al- 
lowed before locking, disabling, or otherwise inhibiting 
operation of the authentication code generation as repre- 
sented by block 132. 
[0138] After the authentication code has been associated with the 
content file or files, the authorized representative authen- 
ticates the user using the authentication code before al- 



lowing complete access to the protected content as repre- 
sented by block 150. The authorized representative may 
repeatedly authenticate the user by comparing current 
registration information with the registration information 
encoded in the authentication code on a periodic basis as 
represented by block 160. Repeated authentication may 
be based on a number of calendar days, a number of exe- 
cutions or file accesses, or randomly required, for exam- 
ple. 

[0139] For the example described above to illustrate the embodi- 
ment of Figure 5, any subsequent attempt to transfer the 
protected content electronically, using a wired or wireless 
network for example, will also transfer the authentication 
code having the registration information that includes the 
IP address of the authorized system or device. If the IP ad- 
dress of the unauthorized device does not match the IP 
address for the authorized device embedded within the 
authentication code, the protected content will not be op- 
erable, or will be reduced to limited functionality on the 
unauthorized device. Of course, other identifiers may also 
be included in the registration information to enhance se- 
curity. For example, the authentication code may be based 
on one or more hardware identifiers, processor informa- 



tion, static or dynamic IP addresses, etc. At least a portion 
of this information must match the originally authorized 
machine or device for the digital content file to subse- 
quently be operable. Likewise, if the digital content file or 
files are subsequently transferred to a secondary device, 
such as a computer readable storage medium, which may 
include a memory stick, CDR, DVD, or floppy disk, for ex- 
ample, the same or similar authentication process will 
take place to limit or prohibit the unauthorized use. Be- 
cause the module or other means to generate an appro- 
priate authentication code has been previously locked, 
disabled or deleted, the transferred digital content will 
maintain the originally generated authentication code. 
Under these conditions, upon transfer or installation from 
the computer readable storage media or other secondary 
device on the new (unauthorized) user's machine, the 
static or dynamic IP address for the source would not be 
available, and the static or dynamic IP address for the 
destination would not match the originally authorized IP 
address. Accordingly, comparison of the registration in- 
formation which includes the IP address of the originally 
authorized user's device and/or the source will limit or 
prohibit the use of the protected content on the unautho- 



rized device. As such, the authentication process has 
locl<ed the protected digital content file or files to the au- 
thorized user's machine or device. 
[0140] As generally represented in Figure 5, the authorized rep- 
resentative may exist in any location, or in multiple loca- 
tions to perform various actions or steps of the authenti- 
cation process. However, it may be advantageous to 
specifically locate the authorized representative or admin- 
istrator at particular locations depending upon the type of 
computer readable software medium and level of protec- 
tion desired. Multiple locations may also be included to 
address the needs of the various scenarios described and 
illustrated. 

[0141] Preferably, software transferred directly or indirectly to a 
writable medium will be administered by a local or user 
system resident authorized administrator to preclude 
subsequent illegal transfer or use by unauthorized users 
or devices. A remotely located authorized representative 
entity may also be provided to further bolster protection, 
address other mediums which may be utilized, and to fa- 
cilitate transitions to new or modified machines or devices 
as generally represented by block 140. For example, to 
provide backward compatibility, a remote authorized rep- 



resentative may provide appropriate authentication infor- 
mation or codes for unrecognized devices tliat do not 
liave tlie ability to automatically determine hardware spe- 
cific identifiers. 

[0142] Use of a user system or network resident authorized ad- 
ministrator increases protection levels and addresses user 
privacy concerns. These privacy concerns cannot be over- 
stated. Use of a resident authorized administrator gener- 
ally eliminates the need for any user registration informa- 
tion that may include the user name, address, IP address, 
e-mail address, hardware identifiers, and the like, to be 
transferred to any remote authority or entity. All authenti- 
cations may be controlled internally within the user's ma- 
chine. The use of a remotely located authorized adminis- 
trator and exchange of user information may be limited to 
reloading of software, installation in a new device, modifi- 
cation of a user machine that disables subsequent use of 
protected content, etc. While some users may raise privacy 
concerns, administrative and authentication functions may 
also be processed by a remote authorized administrator 
either individually or in conjunction with a resident autho- 
rized administrator if desired. The best implementation 
for a particular application may be determined by pub- 



lisher or distributor functionality and desired protection 
methods and levels. 
[0143] A block diagram providing a more detailed representation 
of an authentication process particularly suited for use 
with electronically distributed content is shown in Figure 
6. As generally represented by block 102, a user acquirers 
protected content from a computer readable storage 
medium source 100 using electronic software distribution 
110 and/or other electronic distribution 112. The pro- 
tected content may be directly or indirectly transferred by 
the user and installed on a primary device as represented 
by block 120. During transfer and/or installation of the 
protected content prior to any predetermined number of 
uses, registration information is collected as represented 
by block 122. The registration information is used by the 
authorized representative to create an associated authen- 
tication code as represented by block 124. While the au- 
thorized representative may exist in any number of forms 
consistent with user needs, user privacy, publisher de- 
mands, and level of protection desired, etc., in this em- 
bodiment, the authorized administrator preferably per- 
forms various functions via a user system resident module 
or modules. These functions may include gathering regis- 



tration information as represented by blocl< 122, creation 
of an autlientication code as represented by blocl< 124, 
linl<ing tlie authentication code to protected content files 
as represented by block 126, and various other functions 
or actions represented by block's 128-132, 152, and 162. 
[0144] The resident authorized representative module or mod- 
ules may optionally encrypt the authentication code as 
represented by block 128, in addition to one or more of 
the protected content files or portions thereof. After gen- 
eration of an appropriate authentication code and associ- 
ation of the authentication code with the protected con- 
tent, the means to generate additional authentication 
codes or otherwise alter the authentication code may op- 
tionally be locked, disabled, or deleted as represented by 
block 130. Depending upon the particular application, a 
predetermined number of transfers or installations may be 
allowed before locking, disabling, or deleting the means 
to overwrite the authentication code as represented by 
block 132. Alternatively, depending upon the particular 
application, a predetermined number of devices may be 
authorized with corresponding authentication codes asso- 
ciated with the protected content during the initial trans- 
fer/installation. This implementation would allow transfer 



and use of the protected content on these pre-authorized 
devices while removing the authentication code generator 
to prevent user tampering or hacking. 

[0145] Use of a resident authorized administrator or representa- 
tive increases protection levels and addresses user privacy 
concerns by limiting the transfer of information to mod- 
ules resident on the user's machine or within a trusted 
user network. As such, use of a resident authorized ad- 
ministrator module or modules generally eliminates the 
need for any user registration information to be trans- 
ferred to any remote authority or entity. However, various 
registration information may be transferred to a remotely 
located authorized representative entity in the event of 
suspected unauthorized use. 

[0146] In combination with, or in place of the user resident au- 
thorized representative, a remote authorized representa- 
tive may provide various troubleshooting functions and 
manual and/or automatic authentication for authorized 
users as generally represented by block 140. Once con- 
tacted, the remote authorized representative entity may 
search for previous registration of the software using reg- 
istration information automatically obtained from the user 
system or device and/or manually obtained from the user. 



If it is determined that the software has not been previ- 
ously registered, the remote authorized representative 
may transmit the necessary information to mal<e the pro- 
tected content operational on the user device or network. 
This information may include one or more authorization 
or authentication codes and/or program modules with in- 
structions to generate corresponding authentication codes 
based on manually or automatically obtained user/device 
registration information. If the remote authorized repre- 
sentative entity determines that the protected content has 
been previously registered and the previous registration 
information does not match the current registration infor- 
mation provided by the user and/or the user system or 
network, the authorized representative may notify the 
user of the previous registration of the same protected 
content and thereafter take appropriate action. Such ac- 
tion may include denying the necessary operational pass- 
word or authentication code, providing a code to enable 
limited access, providing a code to enable access for a 
limited period of time, or altering the protected content to 
disable future unauthorized use, for example. 
[0147] Referring now to Figure 7, a block diagram illustrating an 
authentication process for electronically distributed con- 



tent according to one embodiment of tlie present inven- 
tion is sliown. Tlie software manufacturer or developer 
(source) 100 produces software that requires initial and/ 
or periodic password/authentication code updates to be- 
come or to remain operational. The protected software 
may be associated with individual end-users, with a par- 
ticular regional or geographic group or other group of 
users, or users associated with a particular organization 
or site, for example, using one or more corresponding au- 
thentication codes. Providing authorization or authentica- 
tion codes for groups rather than for each individual sig- 
nificantly reduces the number of passwords required and 
any corresponding administrative overhead that may be 
required, including electronic storage and transmission 
requirements, for example. Depending upon the particular 
implementation, one or more authentication codes may be 
electronically stored on computer readable storage 
medium source 100 for future transmission to the user. 
Authentication code information may include the actual 
authentication code or codes but preferably includes in- 
formation used to generate subsequent authentication 
codes based on the individual copy or group of copies of 
the protected content and the associated registration in- 



formation. For example, password information may be 
contained witliin an authorized representative module that 
is subsequently transferred to the user device for use in 
generating one or more authentication codes based on 
corresponding registration information. In addition, the 
authorized representative module may be used to authen- 
ticate the user and/or device to allow access to the pro- 
tected content. 

[0148] As represented by block 200, a first authentication code 
may optionally be supplied with the computer readable 
storage medium source 100. As described above, the first 
authentication code may be an actual code used to enable 
transfer, installation, or use of the protected content, or 
may be embedded within an authorized representative 
module in the form of code or instructions used to gener- 
ate an authentication code based on the user registration 
information. Registration information acquired during the 
ordering/downloading process, or other acquisition 
means may be used to generate one or more authentica- 
tion codes prior to delivery of the protected digital con- 
tent as represented by block 210. 

[0149] The user acquires the software using a wireless, wired, or 
satellite network, which may include a public and/or pri- 



vate local or wide area network such as the Internet, for 
example, as represented by block 102. The software may 
include one or more authorized representative modules 
and means for generating an authentication code as de- 
scribed above. Once the software including the protected 
content and any associated authorized representative 
modules is acquired by the user at step 102, the user par- 
tially or fully installs the software in his computing device 
or local network as represented by block 120. During or 
following installation of the software, the user may be 
prompted to provide additional registration information as 
represented by block 122. This additional registration in- 
formation may be used to generate the first or subsequent 
authentication codes or operational password(s) which 
may be an alphanumeric string which is encoded or en- 
crypted, or a binary (machine readable) code, for example, 
which are then added to or associated with the protected 
content as represented by blocks 124 and 126. 
[0150] For applications using a remotely located authorized rep- 
resentative entity, the user may be prompted to select au- 
tomatic or manual registration during the process of 
transferring and/or installing the protected digital content 
from a computer readable storage medium as represented 



by block 120. Alternatively, the authorized representative 
may require manual registration to verify the accuracy of 
at least some of the registration information that may be 
used to authorize subsequent access to the protected 
content. If the user provides inaccurate information, pass- 
words or authentication codes may not be supplied to en- 
able access to the protected content. For applications re- 
quiring repeated authentication or contact with a remotely 
located authorized representative entity, the user may 
subsequently elect to modify the communication mode 
from manual to automatic or vice versa. If automatic reg- 
istration is selected, the software automatically contacts 
the authorized representative via a wireless, satellite, mo- 
dem, network, or other connection to obtain any addi- 
tional operational passwords, download product updates 
or upgrades, exchange registration information, download 
one or more authorized representative modules, and the 
like. For user resident authorized representative imple- 
mentations, the automatic communication may occur 
within the user's system, device, or network. Where man- 
ual registration is selected (or required), the user may 
contact the authorized representative source via tele- 
phone, mail, e-mail, Internet, or the like to obtain any 



necessary authentication code or authorized representa- 
tive modules to enable access to the protected content. 
Submission of registration information and authentication 
code entry may be accomplished manually in any embodi- 
ments of the present invention. 
[0151] After transfer and installation of the protected digital con- 
tent as represented by block 120, the authorized repre- 
sentative entity attempts to authenticate the user when 
the user opens, executes, or otherwise attempts to utilize 
the digital content for the first time as represented by 
block 152. If the user is authenticated by the local and/or 
remote authorized representative, access is provided to 
the protected content for a single use or other authoriza- 
tion interval. Otherwise, various compliance actions may 
be initiated. If at anytime it is determined that the pro- 
tected content file or files are being transferred to an 
unauthorized system or reside on an unauthorized sys- 
tem, the authorized representative entity whether remote, 
resident on the user's system or network, or attached to 
the content file or files either independently or collec- 
tively, may take further action to reduce unauthorized use 
as represented generally by blocks 220, 262, and 270. 
These compliance actions may include notifying the user 



of the unauthorized use or action, notifying a remote au- 
thorized representative entity of the unauthorized use, 
storage and/or transfer of registration information associ- 
ated with the unauthorized use and/or system, generation 
of a disable code to prevent future access to the protected 
content, etc. Use of a disable code or any similar means 
may permanently disable the protected content (partially 
or fully), allow the file or files to operate in a reduced 
functionality mode, corrupt the file or files, disable the file 
or files, delete the file or files, etc. Generation of the dis- 
able code or similar means may originate at a remote au- 
thorized representative or any type of resident authorized 
representative module or modules. Use of a disable code 
may be temporary or permanent predicated upon the de- 
sire or determination of the publisher or source of the 
protected content. 
[0152] At the discretion of the authorized representative or au- 
thorized representative module, the authorized represen- 
tative entity may selectively allow the user or user system 
to rectify the attempted unauthorized use as represented 
generally by block 140. The user or user system/device 
may be required to supply additional registration informa- 
tion to verify that the use is authorized within the associ- 



ated licensing terms of the protected content. Once the 
unauthorized use condition has been rectified, overcome, 
or otherwise removed, the protected content file may be 
selectively authorized and restored to a fully operable 
condition. Examples of conditions which may be detected 
as unauthorized use may include changes to the autho- 
rized user hardware or registration information, installa- 
tion in a new system, etc. 
[0153] Once the use of, or access to the protected content has 
been authenticated, the authentication code may provide 
subsequent access to the protected content for a particu- 
lar authorization interval that may include an operation 
period or time period. For example, once authenticated, 
protected digital content may be authorized for use for a 
predetermined number of minutes, hours, days, etc. (time 
period) or may be authorized for use for five accesses/ 
executions (operation/use period). Alternatively, access to 
the protected content may be limited to a single use. Once 
the authorization interval expires, the user or device must 
again be authenticated as generally represented by blocks 
162 and 230. The authentication process for subsequent 
access to the protected content proceeds in a similar 
fashion with the user's system or device contacting an au- 



thorized representative that determines wlietlier tlie use is 
authorized based on a comparison of any previously re- 
ceived registration information as encoded in the authen- 
tication code and the current registration information as- 
sociated with the user's system or device attempting to 
access the protected content, for example. The authenti- 
cation process may take place transparently to the user, 
may notify the user, and/or may require some user input 
depending upon the particular application and implemen- 
tation. 

[0154] Referring now to Figure 8, a block diagram illustrating an 
authentication process particularly suited for use with 
electronically distributed protected content according to 
one embodiment of the present invention is shown. As il- 
lustrated, the embodiment of Figure 8 uses a remote 
server or source 300 to supply the computer readable 
storage medium source 100 in addition to optionally sup- 
plying a first authentication code 200 and optionally veri- 
fying acquisition of registration information and genera- 
tion of one or more authentication codes prior to delivery 
of digital content as represented by block 210. As such, 
remote server or source 300 may optionally act as an au- 
thorized representative entity in performing one or more 



compliance functions, such as supplying the first authen- 
tication code and/or obtaining registration information to 
generate an authentication code as represented by blocks 
200 and 210. Remote server or source 300 may be ac- 
cessed by the user via a local area network (LAN), via a 
wide area network (WAN), and/or via a wireless or satellite 
network, for example. 
[0155] The user acquires the protected content as represented by 
block 102 via electronic software distribution or other 
electronic distribution as represented by blocks 110 and 
112, respectively. The protected content acquired by the 
user may also include one or more authorized representa- 
tive modules, or instructions to subsequently obtain one 
or more authorized representative modules, to implement 
a self-activating user-resident authorized representative 
entity to perform various authentication functions without 
requiring transfer of registration information outside of 
the user's system or trusted network such that the system 
is also self-authenticating. The protected content along 
with one or more authorized representative modules is 
then transferred and installed on or in a primary user de- 
vice as represented by block 120. Depending on the par- 
ticular application and implementation, the initial transfer 



of protected content to a user device may simply transfer 
an identifier, password, code, or instructions to subse- 
quently obtain an authorized representative from a com- 
puter readable storage medium or over a local or wide 
area network. The instructions or other device may be 
triggered upon first use of the protected content, for ex- 
ample. 

[0156] The user resident authorized representative or adminis- 
trator module or modules, whether installed along with 
protected content or previously present on the user's sys- 
tem or device, may collect additional registration informa- 
tion to create one or more corresponding authentication 
codes as represented by blocks 122 and 124, respectively. 
The authentication code or codes are locked or associated 
to the protected content and may optionally be encrypted 
as represented by blocks 126 and 128. After generating 
one or more authentication codes corresponding to au- 
thorized user devices, the corresponding generation 
means may be removed or otherwise disabled as repre- 
sented by block 130. 

[0157] A user resident authorized representative, whether imple- 
mented by software, hardware, or a combination thereof 
may be used to monitor protected content residing on. 



received by, transferred from, or utilized with the user's 
system. When a user attempts to open, execute, transfer, 
or otherwise utilize protected digital content for the first 
time as represented by block 152, the local authorized 
representative attempts to authenticate the user as repre- 
sented by block 150. As described above, authentication 
may use an embedded or otherwise associated authenti- 
cation code for the protected content to determine if at 
least a portion of the registration information is consistent 
with the originally authorized user or device as repre- 
sented by blocks 170, 172, and 174. If the attempted use 
or transfer is authorized, access to the protected content 
may be provided for a corresponding authorization inter- 
val, preferably a single use, as represented by blocks 178 
and 180. The attempted unauthorized use may trigger 
various compliance actions as generally represented by 
block 220. Subsequent authentications may be required 
upon expiration of the current authorization interval and 
performed as generally represented by blocks 162 and 
230. 

[0158] Various embodiments of the present invention, including 
the embodiment illustrated in Figure 8, should be effec- 
tive to reduce or eliminate unauthorized use of various 



media including music, movies, pictures, and grapliics de- 
livered as digital content, for example. These embodi- 
ments should reduce or eliminate various types of unau- 
thorized use ranging from direct piracy to central (server 
based), distributed (peer-to-peer, also referred to as per- 
son-to-person or p2p), or combination file sharing pro- 
grams and networks as in the Napster, Blubster, Grokster, 
Kazaa, Gnutella, and Morpheus models, among many oth- 
ers that continue to be developed. The user system resi- 
dent authorized administrator, whether integrated within 
the protected content access device or subsequently in- 
stalled as an application, operating system, or other resi- 
dent module or device, monitors protected content 
stored, accessed, or transferred to/from the device to as- 
certain if protection is required. For example, files of a 
particular type or extension such as WAV files, MP3 files, 
application files, JPEG files, MPEG files, or any other au- 
thorized representative designated file types may be 
specified as requiring authentication. Of course, this does 
not preclude protecting all content within the system or 
device. If the protected content developer or publisher 
deems protection appropriate, the content may be created 
as a particular type of file or otherwise include flags or in- 



dicators to activate content protection. For example, a 
publislier creates IVIP3 files for a certain selection of mu- 
sic. As the content enters the user's system, the resident 
authorized administrator module, chip, or device creates 
and links an authentication code to the content. Subse- 
quently, when the content is opened or otherwise ac- 
cessed it will only be operable if the authorized adminis- 
trator determines that a comparison of the authentication 
code at least partially matches registration information of 
the originally authorized user system. If the code is miss- 
ing, tampered with, or otherwise altered, the content will 
remain inoperable. If the content, including the authenti- 
cation code, is transferred to an unauthorized system or 
device, a comparison of the authentication code will not 
produce a sufficient match with hardware-specific regis- 
tration information associated with the unauthorized user 
system and the content will remain inoperable. 
[0159] In this way, a music publisher may upload hundreds or 

thousands of individual files to an authorized user without 
concern of illegal file sharing. If a user attempts to subse- 
quently transfer these files to any unauthorized user or 
network, the files will be rendered useless or inaccessible 
to the recipient. Of course, the file types mentioned above 



are used by example only. Similar protection may be af- 
forded to all types of digital content including application 
programs, operating systems, video, gaming, etc., and all 
modes of distribution such as CDs, DVDs, electronic dis- 
tribution, and the like. 

[0160] Publisher protection may also extend to the actual system 
user. When a user creates digital content, he may be con- 
sidered the publisher and may also desire the protections 
available utilizing the authorized representative. For ex- 
ample, the user may specify that a particular piece of con- 
tent be linked, associated, or otherwise locked to his or 
her system, network, or device and may instruct the au- 
thorized representative to attach an authentication code 
corresponding thereto. As such, the content may only be 
used on the user's system. 

[0161] For conventional file security, only a simple password is 
used. This form of protection is easily circumvented or 
cracked. In contrast, use of the authorized administrator 
to lock the content to the user machine, network, or de- 
vice according to the present invention will greatly en- 
hance security. Individual users may specify individual 
pieces or files of content for protection such as JPEG's, 
MPEG's, text documents, etc. or may specify that all con- 



tent created on the user system, network, or device be 
protected. Alternatively, the user may specify protection 
for various types or groups of content such as e-mail, 
graphics, music, etc. Of course, this protection may be in 
addition to conventional forms of content security. 
[0162] Figure 9 is a block diagram illustrating a representative 
embodiment for an authentication process particularly 
suited for non-writable computer readable storage media 
according to the present invention. Content designated by 
the developer or publisher is placed on a computer read- 
able storage medium source 320. An authorized repre- 
sentative creates an authentication code at least partially 
based on registration information required from a user, 
user network, and/or user device as represented by block 
322. It is preferable that any protected digital content 
supplied in a non-writable format be administered by a 
remote authorized administrator/representative to pre- 
clude illegal transfer or use by unauthorized users or de- 
vices. While a resident authorized administrator may be 
included within the user system to further bolster protec- 
tion and address other media that may be utilized, the 
absence of a remote authorized administrator authenti- 
cating and creating the authentication code or codes for 



non-writable media would allow the the media with the 
software to be usable in any machine such that it may be 
illegally transferred or otherwise copied. 
[0163] Various authorized representative functions may be per- 
formed during the initial ordering or transferring of the 
protected content to a non-writable computer readable 
storage medium to generate an appropriate authentication 
code for subsequent installation of the protected content 
on one or more authorized devices. The user then ac- 
quires the non-writable computer readable storage 
medium as represented by block 324. The computer 
readable storage media may be a CDR or DVD as generally 
represented by reference numeral 326, for example. The 
user then transfers and/or installs the protected digital 
content from non-writable computer readable storage 
media 326 to a user system or device as represented by 
block 330. The transfer or installation process may re- 
quire the user to supply registration information as repre- 
sented by block 332. As described above, the registration 
information may be supplied during the initial ordering or 
other acquisition of the non-writable computer readable 
storage medium such that the authorized representative 
may create an authorization code associated with the pro- 



tected content and storage on the non-writable media 
326 prior to acquisition or installation by the user. Alter- 
natively, or in combination, registration information ob- 
tained as represented by block 332 may also be associ- 
ated with the protected digital content transferred to the 
user device or network to protect the content from subse- 
quent unauthorized transfer or use. In this case, the gen- 
erated authentication code would be added to the content 
file or files as represented by block 334. The authentica- 
tion code may be optionally encrypted as represented by 
block 336 with the means to generate or overwrite the au- 
thentication code optionally locked, disabled, or deleted 
as represented by block 338. Alternatively, a predeter- 
mined number of installations or transfers may be allowed 
before disabling or otherwise inhibiting the means to 
generate and/or overwrite authentication codes is as rep- 
resented by block 340. 
[0164] When the user attempts to access, transfer, or otherwise 
use the protected digital content, the user request may be 
intercepted to provide authentication by the authorized 
representative as represented by block 350. The autho- 
rized representative may use any procedure, process, or 
device to determine whether the attempted transfer or use 



is authorized witliin tlie licensing terms of the protected 
content. If the attempted use is within the terms of the 
associated protected content license, the authorized rep- 
resentative may allow access to the content for a single 
use, or other authorization interval depending upon the 
particular application. As represented by block 380, the 
authorized representative may repeatedly authenticate the 
user based on comparison of current registration infor- 
mation and the authentication code or codes associated 
with the protected content on a periodic basis. The peri- 
odic basis may be based on calendar days, number of 
uses, a random, etc. Similarly, the repeated authentication 
represented by block 380 may take place at the expiration 
of an authorization interval, or based on a schedule deter- 
mined by the authorized representative. 
[0165] Similar to previously described authentication processes, 
the representative authentication process for use with 
non-writable computer readable storage media may allow 
the user or user system to contact a remote authorized 
representative to provide various functions as represented 
by block 400. These functions may include reinstallation 
of protected content on a previously authorized device or 
network, recovery of authentication information to enable 



access to protected content, and various other recovery, 
troubleshooting, or debugging functions. In addition, the 
authorized representative may exchange various types of 
information with the user and/or user's device that may 
include repeated authorization and authentication, net- 
work metering and monitoring, dynamic authorized rep- 
resentative process changes, quality assurance functions, 
error and usage information, marketing information, 
product updates, upgrades, and the like. 
[0166] Figure 10 provides a more detailed representation of an 
authentication process particularly suited for use with 
non-writable computer readable storage media according 
to one embodiment of the present invention. The com- 
puter readable storage medium source 320 includes pro- 
tected digital content for transfer to a user, the any non- 
writable computer readable storage medium generally 
represented by reference numeral 326. Depending upon 
the particular implementation, the protected content de- 
veloper, publisher, or source may require registration in- 
formation associated with the user and/or authorized user 
devices prior to distribution of the protected content. 
Where registration information is available, the authorized 
representative may create one or more authentication 



codes at least partially based on the registration informa- 
tion as represented by block 322. The authentication code 
or codes are then lots, linked, embedded, or otherwise 
associated with the protected content and stored on non- 
writable computer readable storage medium 326 prior to 
acquisition by the user as represented by block 324. 
[0167] The user transfers the protected content, preferably in- 
cluding one or more associated authentication codes 
based on previously supplied user registration informa- 
tion, to an authorized user system or device as repre- 
sented by block 330. Various user actions or times may 
trigger authentication as generally represented by block 
344. For example, the user may attempt to open, execute, 
or otherwise utilize the digital content for the first time 
after installation on the authorized device. The authorized 
representative, preferably remotely located, attempts to 
authenticate the user as represented by block 350. This 
may be performed by intercepting the user attempts to 
access for utilize the digital content as represented by 
block 352 and using the embedded or otherwise associ- 
ated authentication code to determine whether the at- 
tempted action is authorized and to provide access for 
authorized actions as generally represented by blocks 



354-362. As described above, authentication may be per- 
formed using tlie embedded autlientication code by com- 
paring hardware-specific registration information of the 
current user device with the authentication code associ- 
ated with the protected content. Various forms of authen- 
tication may be used to determine whether the attempted 
use, access, or transfer is authorized and may have the 
same effect as comparing registration information with 
the authentication code without an actual comparison of 
information, per se. For example, the current registration 
information may be used to generate a current authenti- 
cation code that may act as a decryption key, for example, 
to provide access to protected content previously en- 
crypted using a key associated with the originally autho- 
rized user or device. 

[0168] Repeated authentication may be desired or required and 
triggered by subsequent user action as represented gen- 
erally by block 364. Alternatively, repeated authentication 
may be triggered by expiration of an authorization inter- 
val based on calendar days, time of use, number of exe- 
cutions or transfers, random, etc. 

[0169] A block diagram illustrating an alternative embodiment 
for an authentication process particularly suited for use 



with non-writable computer readable storage media ac- 
cording to the present invention is shown in Figure 11. A 
source of digital content desired to be protected from 
unauthorized use is generally represented by block 320. 
The source may perform various authorized representative 
functions including creation of an authentication code at 
least partially based on registration information as repre- 
sented by block 322. It should be noted that the registra- 
tion information may be associated with a particular user 
or user's device and/or may be used to authorize pro- 
tected content for use on various types of devices or sys- 
tems. For example, the digital content may be protected 
by generating an authentication code or codes for use 
with devices manufactured by a specific manufacturer, or 
a specific model of device, or a specific type of device. To 
further illustrate, a digital content distributor may gener- 
ate authentication codes that allow the digital content to 
be used on devices manufactured by company XYZ. The 
user would be required to specify the manufacturer of his 
authorized device when ordering or acquiring the pro- 
tected content. The authentication code would prevent the 
protected content from being used on, or otherwise uti- 
lized by any devices other than those manufactured by 



company XYZ. 

[0170] As another example, registration information specific to a 
particular type of device may be encoded into a corre- 
sponding authentication code as represented by blocl< 
322. In this example, a content distributor or source may 
include registration information specific to digital audio 
players. The corresponding authentication codes would 
prevent the protected content from being used by any 
other device, such as a computer or CD player, for exam- 
ple. Again, the user would be required to designate the 
type of authorized device for which the protected content 
was being acquired during ordering or other acquisition of 
the content. 

[0171] Once the user acquires the protected content on a non- 
writable computer readable storage medium as repre- 
sented by block 324, the user transfers the protected dig- 
ital content to a user system, device, or network as repre- 
sented by block 330. Additional registration information 
may be required as generally indicated by block 332 and 
may be obtained manually or automatically. Registration 
information preferably includes at least some hardware 
specific information. Additional authentication codes may 
be added to protect the digital content file or files trans- 



ferred from the non-writable computer readable storage 
medium 326 to the user system, device, or network as 
represented by block 334. The module or any other device 
or chip used to generate the authentication code may be 
subsequently secured as represented by block 335 and 
the authentication code may be optionally encrypted as 
represented by block 336. 
[0172] When the user attempts to open, execute or otherwise use 
the digital content for the first time as represented by 
block 344, the authorized representative, preferably re- 
motely located, attempts to authenticate the user as rep- 
resented by block 350. The user attempts to access the 
protected content may be intercepted as represented by 
block 352 to determine whether the attempted use is au- 
thorized is generally represented by blocks 354 and 356 
with access provided for authorized uses as represented 
by blocks 360 and 362. If the authorized administrator 
detects a potential unauthorized use as represented by 
block 358, various actions may be performed by the au- 
thorized representative as represented by block 368. The 
authorized representative may optionally allow the pro- 
tected content to be opened with reduced functionality, or 
may provide full functionality for a predetermined period 



of time to allow the user to correct the conditions leading 
to the detection of an unauthorized use as generally rep- 
resented by block 400. Alternatively, or in combination, 
the authorized representative may disable, delete, or oth- 
erwise inhibit or prevent access to the protected content 
as indicated by block 368. In addition, the user may be 
notified of the detected unauthorized use while various 
information is collected, with or without user knowledge 
or consent, and stored or transferred to an appropriate 
entity for tracking and/or enforcement. 
[0173] A subsequent attempt to open, execute, or otherwise uti- 
lize protected digital content may trigger another authen- 
tication as generally represented by block 410. As such, 
the authorized representative may repeatedly authenticate 
the user as represented by block 412 by intercepting any 
user attempts to open, execute, transfer, or otherwise uti- 
lize the digital content as represented by block 414. De- 
pending upon the particular application, the authorized 
administrator functions performed for second and subse- 
quent attempts to utilize the protected content may be 
performed by a resident authorized administrator. The 
authentication may include an actual or functional com- 
parison of registration information associated with the 



user or device attempting to access the digital content 
witli tlie previously generated authentication code as rep- 
resented by block 416. If at least a portion of the registra- 
tion information matches the embedded authentication 
code as represented by block 418, access may be pro- 
vided to the protected content as indicated by block 420 
for a single use as represented by block 422, or for some 
other authorization interval. If the authorized representa- 
tive cannot authenticate the user as represented by block 
424, various other actions may be performed as repre- 
sented by block 426. 
[0174] A similar process may be performed upon subsequent at- 
tempts to utilize protected digital content as represented 
generally by block 364. The authorized representative 
may repeatedly authenticate the user at periodic intervals 
and/or upon expiration of an authorization interval as 
represented by block 380. As such, subsequent attempts 
by the user to access the protected digital content are in- 
tercepted as represented by block 382. Hardware specific 
registration information may be used to determine 
whether the user or device is authorized as represented 
by block 384. Access is provided for authorized users/ 
devices as represented by blocks 386, 388, and 390. 



Unauthorized access is hindered or prevented as repre- 
sented by blocl<s 392 and 394. 
[0175] Referring now to Figure 12, a block diagram illustrating 
one embodiment of an authentication process particularly 
suited for use with a non-writable computer readable 
storage medium is shown. As generally indicated in Figure 
12, various authorized representative functions may be 
performed by a remote server or source 328 with other 
authorized representative functions performed by a user 
system, network, or device as represented by block 342. 
Remote server or source 328 may provide computer read- 
able storage media 320 having digital content designated 
for subsequent protection using an authentication process 
according to the present invention. The authorized repre- 
sentative may create one or more authentication codes 
based on generic or specific registration information as 
represented by block 322 and attach the authentication 
code or codes to the protected digital content. The user 
acquires the protected digital content on a non-writable 
computer readable storage medium 326 as generally rep- 
resented by block 324. As such, remote server or source 
328 may gather registration information from the user or 
a user device during ordering and generate an appropriate 



authentication code. Alternatively, or in combination, one 
or more authentication codes may be based on generic 
registration information corresponding to device manu- 
facturers, types, models, etc. 

[0176] User system, network, or device 342 may subsequently be 
used to perform various additional authentication pro- 
cesses with a resident authorized representative module 
or device. In general, the user transfers or otherwise ac- 
cesses the protected content using system 342 as gener- 
ally represented by block 330. Various user actions may 
trigger a first authentication as represented by block 344, 
a second authentication as represented by block 410, 
and/or subsequent authentications that may be based on 
an authorization interval, rental period, trial use, try- 
before-you-buy, or other periodic interval as represented 
by block 364. Each of the authentication processes gener- 
ally proceeds in a manner as previously described. If the 
authentication process detects what is perceived to be an 
unauthorized access or use, various compliance functions 
may be performed as generally represented by blocks 
368, 426, and 394. 

[0177] As one can see from the embodiment of Figure 12, it is 

preferable that software supplied for a non-writable com- 



puter readable storage medium to have at least some au- 
thorized administrator functions performed by a remote 
authorized representative entity, generally represented by 
remote server or source 328. The use of a remote autho- 
rized representative entity may preclude illegal transfer or 
other unauthorized use by unauthorized users and/or de- 
vices. Without any authentication functions performed by 
a remote authorized representative, such as creating an 
authentication code based on generic or specific registra- 
tion information, the software would be usable by any 
machine or device having access to the non-writable 
computer readable storage medium and may be illegally 
transferred or copied from the non-writable computer 
readable storage medium 326. However, even applications 
developed primarily for use with non-writable computer 
readable storage media preferably employ a resident au- 
thorized representative within the user system or network 
to provide additional protection against unauthorized use 
and subsequent transfer to other media or devices. 
[0178] A block diagram illustrating one embodiment of an au- 
thentication process particularly suited for use with 
writable computer readable storage media and secondary 
devices according to the present invention is shown in 



Figure 13. A computer readable storage medium source 
450 distributes digital content designated for protection 
on a writable computer readable storage medium 454 as 
represented by block 452. Upon the first use or access of 
the protected software stored on the writable computer 
readable storage medium as represented by block 460, 
registration information is collected or acquired from the 
user and preferably includes hardware specific informa- 
tion as represented by block 462. An authorized repre- 
sentative entity then creates or generates an authentica- 
tion code at least partially based on registration informa- 
tion collected from the user, user's system, or user's de- 
vice as represented by block 464. The authentication code 
is then added to the protected content file or files as rep- 
resented by block 468 and may optionally be encrypted as 
represented by block 470. For applications that require 
the software to be transferred and installed on the users 
system or device, the authentication code would typically 
be stored along with the protected content on the user's 
system or device. As an added feature, the authentication 
code may also be transferred to the writable computer 
readable storage medium 454 to prevent it from subse- 
quent transfer to and/or use on unauthorized systems or 



devices. Similarly, those of ordinary skill in the art will 
recognize that in embodiments having content designated 
for protection that is distributed via writable computer 
readable storage media, the user may not necessarily be 
required to transfer and/or install the digital content on 
the user's system or device to access or otherwise utilize 
the content. As such, the present invention preferably 
modifies the content on the writable computer readable 
storage medium using one or more authentication codes 
corresponding to the user's system or device upon first 
access or utilization of the content to prevent the content 
from being transferred to multiple unauthorized systems 
or devices. 

[0179] As also shown in Figure 13, a user system resident autho- 
rized representative and/or remotely located authorized 
representative attempts to authenticate the user based on 
current registration information and one or more authen- 
tication codes prior to allowing access to the protected 
content as represented by block 480. The authentication 
process may optionally include repeated authentication by 
a local and/or remote authorized representative as gener- 
ally represented by block 500. Repeated authentication 
may be based on an authorization interval, a rental pe- 



riod, or some other interval or period determined by the 
authorized representative. 

[0^Q0] Similar to previously described embodiments, the embod- 
iment of Figure 13 may optionally provide the user or user 
system a means to contact a remote server or other re- 
mote authorized representative to provide for authoriza- 
tion or authentication of content that is otherwise pre- 
vented by the local or remote authorized representative 
entity. For example, embodiments using one or more au- 
thorized representative modules (whether local or remote) 
may provide customer service representatives or other 
backup functionality generally represented by block 540 
to allow for reinstallation, recovery, installation in a new 
system, or various other functions as appropriate. 

[0181] A block diagram illustrating an alternative embodiment 
for an authentication process particularly suited for 
writable computer readable storage media according to 
the present invention is shown in Figure 14. Computer 
readable storage medium source 450 provides content 
designated for protection to a user on a writable storage 
medium 454 as represented by block 452. Any attempts 
to utilize the content, which may include transferring and/ 
or installing the content as represented by block 460, re- 



quires manually or automatically obtained registration in- 
formation as represented by block 462. An authorized 
representative entity creates a corresponding authoriza- 
tion code based at least partially on the registration infor- 
mation as represented by block 464. The authentication 
code is added to the content files on the user system and 
transferred to the writable computer readable storage 
media as represented by block 466. The authentication 
code may optionally be encrypted on the user system 
and/or the writable computer readable storage medium as 
represented by block 470. After the authentication code 
has been transferred to computer readable storage 
medium 454, the means to overwrite the authentication 
code or otherwise generate new authentication codes may 
optionally be locked, disabled, deleted, etc. as repre- 
sented by block 456. Alternatively, a number of transfers 
or installations may be accommodated before disabling or 
deleting the means to overwrite the authentication code 
as represented by block 458. 
[0182] The authorized representative attempts to authenticate 

the user based on current registration information as rep- 
resented by block 480. If the user or device is determined 
to be authorized, access to the digital content is allowed. 



The authorized representative, whether user resident or 
remotely located or both, may repeatedly authenticate the 
user based on current registration information on a peri- 
odic basis or upon the expiration of a corresponding au- 
thorization interval as represented by block 500. A remote 
server or other authorized representative may also be 
provided to facilitate reinstallation, recovery, installation 
in a new system, and the like as represented by block 
540. 

[0183] An alternative embodiment for an authentication process 
particularly suited for use with writable computer readable 
storage media according to the present invention is shown 
in the block diagram of Figure 15. The computer readable 
storage medium source 450 distributes or otherwise sup- 
plies content designated for protection to the user as rep- 
resented by block 452 on a writable computer readable 
storage medium 454. An authorized representative cre- 
ates an authentication code at least partially based on 
registration information and adds the authentication code 
to the content file or files designated for protection on the 
writable computer readable storage medium as repre- 
sented by block 460. The authentication code or codes 
may be based on user-specific registration information 



associated with a particular user, system, network, or de- 
vice. Alternatively, registration information associated 
with a particular manufacturer, model, type of device, or 
the like may be used to generate associated authentica- 
tion codes. User-specific registration information may be 
provided by the user or collected from the user's system 
during ordering or any other acquisition process, which 
includes electronic distribution or downloading of soft- 
ware to a writable computer readable storage medium of 
the user, for example. The authentication code or codes 
may optionally be encrypted as represented by block 470 
before locking, deleting or otherwise disabling the au- 
thentication code generation means as represented by 
block 456. Alternatively, or in combination, a predeter- 
mined number of installations or transfers from writable 
computer readable storage medium 454 may be allowed 
before locking, deleting, or otherwise disabling the au- 
thentication code generation as represented by block 458. 
[0184] The user transfers and installs protected digital content 
from the computer readable storage medium as repre- 
sented by block 460 and may supply additional registra- 
tion information as represented by block 462. The autho- 
rized representative attempts to authenticate the user 



based on general and/or user-specific registration infor- 
mation to allow access to the protected content as repre- 
sented by block 480. If the user or device is determined to 
be authorized, access is provided to the protected con- 
tent. If the user or device is determined to be unautho- 
rized, various compliance actions may be initiated as pre- 
viously described. Alternatively, or in combination, if the 
user is determined to be unauthorized, the user or user's 
system may contact a remote server or other authorized 
representative as indicated by block 540. The authorized 
representative may repeatedly authenticate the user based 
on current registration information and one or more au- 
thentication codes upon the expiration of an authorization 
interval and/or on a periodic basis determined by the au- 
thorized representative as represented by block 500. 
[0185] A block diagram illustrating an authentication process 

particularly suited for use with writable computer readable 
storage media according to one embodiment of the 
present invention is illustrated in Figure 16. A developer, 
publisher, or other source of content designated for au- 
thorization provides the content on a writable computer 
readable storage medium 454 as represented by blocks 
450 and 452. The user transfers and installs the digital 



content, or otherwise accesses the digital content from 
the writable computer readable storage medium as repre- 
sented by block 460. Registration information supplied or 
collected from the user is used by the authorized repre- 
sentative to create a corresponding authentication code or 
codes that are added to the content file or files on the 
writable computer readable storage medium as repre- 
sented by block's 462,464, and 466. One or more authen- 
tication codes may optionally be encrypted as represented 
by block 470. After adding the authentication code, the 
means to overwrite the authentication code or codes may 
optionally be locked, deleted, or otherwise disabled as 
represented by block 456. Alternatively, a number of 
transfers or accesses may be allowed prior to locking, 
deleting, or otherwise disabling the means to overwrite 
the authentication code or codes as represented by block 
458. 

[0186] Various user actions may trigger an authentication as 
generally represented by block 478. For example, when 
the user attempts to open, execute or otherwise utilize 
the digital content for the first time, a user system resi- 
dent or remotely located authorized representative entity 
attempts to authenticate the user or device as represented 



by block 480 by intercepting the user's attempted access 
as represented by blocl< 482. Tlie registration information 
is used to determine whether the user or device is autho- 
rized as represented by blocks 484 and 486. If the use or 
device is determined to be authorized, access to the pro- 
tected digital content may be provided as represented by 
block 488 for a predetermined authorization interval and/ 
or until the file is closed as represented by block 490. Ac- 
cess to the protected content may be inhibited or pre- 
vented if the use is determined to be unauthorized as 
represented by block 492. 
[0187] Additional authentication may be required when the user 
opens, executes, or otherwise utilizes the protected soft- 
ware as represented by block 498. An authorized repre- 
sentative may repeatedly authenticate the user upon expi- 
ration of an authorization interval and/or periodic inter- 
vals determined by the authorized representative as rep- 
resented by block 500. The subsequent authentications 
may intercept various user attempts to utilize the pro- 
tected software as represented by block 502. Current reg- 
istration information may then be examined to determine 
whether the use is authorized as represented by block 
504 and block 506. If the use is determined to be autho- 



rized, the protected content may be opened as repre- 
sented by block 508 and used or otherwise accessed for a 
single use as represented by block 510. Otherwise, if the 
user or device is determined to be unauthorized, access or 
other use of the protected content is inhibited or pre- 
vented as represented by block 512. 
[0188] Another embodiment of an authentication process partic- 
ularly suited for use with writable computer readable stor- 
age media according to the present invention is illustrated 
by the block diagram of Figure 17. Computer readable 
storage medium source 450 provides content designated 
for protection to the user on a writable computer readable 
storage medium 454 as represented by block 452. An au- 
thorized representative creates an authentication code 
based on user device specific information or general de- 
vice information and adds the authentication code(s) to 
the writable computer readable storage medium as repre- 
sented by block 468. Once an authentication code has 
been associated with the protected content, the authenti- 
cation code will then be transferred along with the pro- 
tected content if the user transfers the protected content 
to another computer or a secondary device, which may in- 
clude computer readable storage media, a digital audio 



player, or the like. Additional security may be provided by 
making any local or user system resident authorized ad- 
ministrator, or other means to generate or overwrite au- 
thentication codes hidden to the user, tamper-resistant, 
and/or encrypting all or a portion of the information ex- 
changed, for example, as represented by block 470 prior 
to optionally locking, deleting, or otherwise disabling any 
means to overwrite the authentication code or codes as 
represented by block 456. Alternatively, a predetermined 
number of transfers or installations may be allowed before 
locking, deleting, or otherwise disabling the means to 
overwrite the authentication code as represented by block 
458. 

[0189] Additional user-specific registration information may be 
required when the user transfers, installs, or otherwise 
accesses the protected software stored on the writable 
computer readable storage medium 454 with the user 
system or device as represented by blocks 460 and 462. 
The authentication may then be required when the user 
opens, executes, or otherwise utilizes the protected soft- 
ware for the first time as represented by block 478. Like- 
wise, additional authentications may be required when an 
authorization interval, rental period, or other interval ex- 



pires as represented by block 498. 
[0190] Figure 18 is a blocl< diagram illustrating another embodi- 
ment of an authentication process particularly suited for 
use with writable computer readable storage media ac- 
cording to the present invention. In this embodiment, an 
authorized representative authenticates the user or user 
device based on various attempted uses of the protected 
content as represented by blocks 478 and 480. If the at- 
tempted use is determined to be authorized, access to the 
protected content is provided as represented by blocks 
482 490. If the attempted use is determined to be unau- 
thorized, various compliance actions may be performed as 
represented by block 494. The compliance actions may be 
performed by one or more authorized representative enti- 
ties whether remotely located, resident on the user's, de- 
vice, or network, or attached to the protected content file 
and may include any actions to deter unauthorized use. 
The representative compliance actions may include notify- 
ing the user of the unauthorized use or action, notifying a 
remote authorized representative of the unauthorized use, 
and/or generation of a disable code. Use of a disable code 
or any similar means may permanently disable the file or 
files (partially or fully), allow the file or files to operate in 



a reduced functionality mode, corrupt tlie file or files, dis- 
able the file or files, delete the file or files, etc. Generation 
of a disable code or similar means may originate at a re- 
motely located authorized representative entity or any 
other type of resident authorized representative module 
or device. Use of a disabled code may be temporary or 
permanent depending upon the desire or determination of 
the developer, publisher, or source of protected content. 
At the discretion of the content developer and/or autho- 
rized representative entity, the user may be allowed to 
rectify the attempted unauthorized use conditions by pro- 
viding authentication verification information to an autho- 
rized representative entity (local or remote) as generally 
represented by block 540. Once the unauthorized use 
condition has been corrected or removed, the protected 
content file or files may be selectively authorized and re- 
stored to their fully operable condition. Conditions that 
may be detected as an unauthorized use include changes 
to the registration information, installation in a new de- 
vice, etc. 

[0191] Compliance functions represented by block 494 may also 
include various modules or devices used to identify and/ 
or track unauthorized users, devices, systems, and/or 



networks. The authorized representative entity may collect 
information relative to an attempted unauthorized use 
and store and/or transfer the information to a remote au- 
thorized representative entity or other appropriate en- 
forcement representative. For example, if the content is 
transferred to an unauthorized user or device, the autho- 
rized representative may detect the unauthorized use and 
collect identification information relative to such unautho- 
rized use. Identification information may include user 
name, organization name, e-mail address, IP address, 
processor identification, etc. The information may then be 
transferred to a remote authorized representative or en- 
forcement authority either with or without the user's con- 
sent and/or knowledge. 
[0192] As also illustrated in Figure 18, additional or alternate au- 
thentications may be required when the user opens, exe- 
cutes, or otherwise attempts to utilize the protected soft- 
ware a second time as generally represented by block 
520. The authorized representative repeatedly authenti- 
cates the user by intercepting user attempts to determine 
whether the user is authorized and providing complete 
access for authorized users as represented by blocks 522 
532. If the authorized representative detects and unau- 



thorized use as represented by block 534, various compli- 
ance actions may be initiated as represented by block 
536. 

[0193] The authorized representative may repeatedly authenti- 
cate the user upon subsequent attempts to access the 
protected digital content and/or upon expiration of an as- 
sociated authorization interval as represented by block 
498. The authentication proceeds in a similar fashion as 
previously described with access to the protected content 
provided for authorized users for a single use as repre- 
sented by block 510, or for some other authorization in- 
terval. Various compliance actions may be initiated as 
represented by block 514 to hinder, inhibit, or prevent 
unauthorized use detected by the authorized representa- 
tive. 

[0194] A block diagram illustrating an authentication process 

particularly suited for use with writable computer readable 
storage media according to one embodiment of the 
present invention is shown in Figure 19. The source des- 
ignates content for protection and provides the content on 
a writable computer readable storage medium 454 as rep- 
resented by blocks 450 and 452. One or more authentica- 
tion codes may be added to the content files on the 



writable computer readable storage media 454 based on 
user specific or general registration information associ- 
ated with a group of devices, network, or the lil<e, as rep- 
resented by block 466. The means to overwrite the au- 
thentication code or generate new authentication codes 
may actually be locked, deleted, or otherwise disabled as 
represented by block 456 after storing the authentication 
code or codes on computer readable storage medium 
454. Alternatively, a number of content accesses, trans- 
fers, or installs may be allowed before locking, deleting, 
or otherwise disabling the means to overwrite the authen- 
tication code or codes as represented by block 458. The 
user transfers, installs, or otherwise accesses the digital 
content from computer readable storage medium 454 as 
represented by block 460 using a network, system, or de- 
vice. Additional registration information may be collected 
and preferably includes user-specific hardware identifiers 
as represented by block 462. The authorized representa- 
tive then creates corresponding authentication codes at 
least partially based on registration information as repre- 
sented by block 464 and adds the authentication code or 
codes to the content file or files on the user system, net- 
work, or device as represented by block 466. The authen- 



tication codes based on user-specific registration infor- 
mation may also be added to the computer readable stor- 
age medium 454. The authentication codes on the user 
system, networl<, or device, as well as those on the com- 
puter readable storage medium 454, may optionally be 
encrypted as represented by block 470. These actions 
protect the content whether transferred electronically or 
transferred physically by distribution of writeable media to 
unauthorized parties. 
[0195] jhe authorized representative attempts to authenticate 

the user when the user opens, executes, or otherwise uti- 
lizes the digital content for the first time as represented 
by blocks 478 and 480. The authentication process gen- 
erally proceeds as previously described with access pro- 
vided to the protected content for authorized users until 
the protected content is closed as represented by block 
490, or for some other authorization interval. The unau- 
thorized use is hindered, prevented, or otherwise inhib- 
ited using one or more compliance actions as represented 
by block 494. 

[0196] Repeated authentication may be provided by a local or re- 
mote authorized representative based on attempted use 
of the protected content for the second time as generally 



represented by block 520. If unauthorized use is detected, 
various compliance actions represented by block 556 may 
be implemented. A local and/or remote authorized repre- 
sentative may also repeatedly authenticate the user at pe- 
riodic intervals determined by the authorized representa- 
tive, and/or upon expiration of an authorization interval, 
and/or when the user opens, executes, or otherwise uti- 
lizes the digital content as generally represented by block 
498. The local and/or remote authorized representative 
may implement various compliance functions represented 
by block 514 if an unauthorized use is detected. 
[0197] Figure 20 is a block diagram illustrating one embodiment 
of an authentication process particularly suited for use 
with writable computer readable storage media according 
to the present invention. As illustrated, this embodiment 
may provide the majority of the authorized representative 
functions on the user system, network, or device as repre- 
sented by block 550. A computer readable storage 
medium source 450 contains content designated for pro- 
tection. The computer readable storage medium source 
450 may include any writable or non-writable (read-only) 
computer readable storage media attached to, integrated 
with, or otherwise accessible by the user system, network, 



or device 550. The software flagged for protection is ac- 
quired by tlie user on a writable computer readable stor- 
age medium as represented by block 452. For example, 
this step may include transfer of protected content from a 
hard drive or CDR represented by block 450 to a memory 
card or floppy disk represented by block 452. A user resi- 
dent authorized representative then creates an authenti- 
cation code at least partially based on registration infor- 
mation and adds the authentication code to the content 
file or files on the writable computer readable storage 
medium as represented by block 468. One or more of the 
authentication codes associated with the protected soft- 
ware may optionally be encrypted as represented by block 
470. Any means to overwrite or otherwise generate an au- 
thentication code may then be optionally locked, disabled, 
or otherwise inhibited as represented by block 456 to 
prevent user tampering or generation of authentication 
codes for unauthorized devices. Alternatively, a time in- 
terval and/or number of installations or transfers may be 
allowed before locking, disabling, or deleting the means 
to overwrite the authentication code as represented by 
block 458. For example, the user may be provided a 
seven-day period to transfer content from a writable 



computer readable storage medium to one or more au- 
thorized devices after wliich time tlie module to generate 
additional authentication codes becomes disabled. As an- 
other example, the user may be allowed to transfer, in- 
stall, or otherwise copy the protected content to a prede- 
termined number of devices, a predetermined number of 
types of devices, or other group of devices before dis- 
abling the module or device that generates authentication 
codes. 

[0198] The user may subsequently transfer, install, or otherwise 
access the digital content from the writable computer 
readable storage medium as represented by block 460 
with additional registration information required based on 
the destination device within the user system or network 
550 is registration information may be used to generate 
additional authentication codes that may be added to the 
computer readable storage medium and/or other media 
or devices within user system 550. 

[0199] A designated user resident authorized representative at- 
tempts to authenticate the user when the user opens, ex- 
ecutes, or otherwise utilizes the digital content on a par- 
ticular device for the first time as represented by block 
478. Similarly, the user system resident authorized repre- 



sentative may repeatedly authenticate the user when the 
user attempts to open, executes, or otherwise utilizes the 
protected digital content for a second time as represented 
by block 520. As previously described, the user resident 
authorized representative is preferably located within user 
system 550 so that it is capable of monitoring content 
designated for protection that may be received by, utilized 
with, or transferred from any device or devices within user 
system or network 550. As described in greater detail be- 
low, the user resident authorized representative may be 
implemented in hardware and/or software supplied by the 
original equipment manufacturer (OEM), installed by the 
user, and/or transferred to the system along with pro- 
tected content. Once installed, the user resident autho- 
rized representative may act to selectively protect any or 
all content subsequently received by user system 550. 
Such content may be protected on an individual 
(file- by-file) basis, group basis, type basis, or any other 
basis desired by the administrator or publisher or as de- 
sired by the user for user-created content. This protection 
may extend from the operating system through applica- 
tion programs and various types of content including mu- 
sic, video, gaming, graphics, etc. 



[0200] While use of a single, user resident authorized represen- 
tative may be preferable to facilitate protection of various 
types of content, the authorized representative functions 
may of course be segregated and distributed into a num- 
ber of user resident and/or remote authorized represen- 
tative entities depending upon the particular application 
and implementation. The single or multiple user resident 
authorized representatives may be capable of processing 
more than one piece or type of content and may be uti- 
lized by any primary or secondary computing device, i.e. 
any device which includes a processor and a memory. 

[0201] While deterring piracy among experienced "hackers"or 

those with a high level of technical expertise may be more 
difficult and require additional safeguards, embodiments 
of the present invention, such as the embodiment of Fig- 
ure 20, incorporate various features that can be used 
alone or in combination to reduce or eliminate piracy even 
among the most determined abusers. One strategy used 
for advanced piracy may be to pirate a content file or file 
in its original form, prior to encoding the authentication 
code(s) with the native or user system resident authorized 
representative module(s) so that subsequent transfers to 
unauthorized devices would continue to generate authen- 



tication codes and appear to be authorized to the autho- 
rized representative entity. This is the typical piracy sce- 
nario encountered or anticipated within "Warez"sites that 
are commonplace on the Internet. Other piracy scenarios 
are similar in nature. 
[0202] Various anti-Warez embodiments are included within the 
scope of the invention to combat these and other types of 
piracy. Embodiments may include a time locked autho- 
rized representative module(s) or other authentication 
code generating means as represented by blocl< 458 of 
Figure 20, for example. This time locking feature would 
only allow for copying of protected digital content file(s) 
within a predetermined time frame, with the time prefer- 
ably ascertained by a trusted clock that can not be reset 
or otherwise tampered with by the user. Various trusted 
time stamps are available on the Internet or could be pro- 
vided by another public or private local or wide area net- 
work or remote server, for example. As such, if a content 
file was pirated in its original form, prior to encoding the 
authentication code(s) with the native authorized repre- 
sentative module(s), copying to the user"s machine would 
have to take place within a given "window". If the window 
was set at a seven day period, i.e.. May 9, 2003 through 



May 16, 2003, the copying would have to take place 
within this "window". Attempts to copy the digital content 
file(s) outside of this window would fail. The user may be 
instructed upon copy failure to contact the authorized 
representative for a remedy. Based on verification of the 
user's status as either authorized or unauthorized, the au- 
thorized representative entity may take appropriate ac- 
tion(s). For authorized users these actions may include 
transferring a new content file(s) or authorized represen- 
tative module(s) with an updated current "window" or tak- 
ing other selective actions. If the user is deemed unautho- 
rized, the authorized representative would preferably not 
transfer a new content file(s) or authorized representative 
module(s) with this updated current "window". Further, 
the authorized representative may locate and identify the 
suspected unauthorized party and take appropriate ac- 
tion. Such actions may range from simply warning the ille- 
gal user of the legal implications of piracy, to identifying 
the unauthorized user and notifying appropriate parties in 
an effort to institute civil or criminal actions, for example. 
[0203] Various other "locked" features may also be effective in 
these scenarios in combination with or in place of a time 
window or interval. Additional "locking" features may in- 



elude locking content to a single or range of static or dy- 
namic IP addresses, geographic location, registration in- 
formation, serial number, etc. 
[0204] Alternatively, or in combination, repeated authentication 
as generally represented by blocks 498 and 520 of Figure 
20 is also an effective tactic in combating this and other 
forms of piracy. For example, if the content file(s) were 
pirated in its original form, prior to encoding the authen- 
tication code(s) with either type of native authorized rep- 
resentative module, they could be illegally transferred to 
unauthorized machines which would allow for illegal au- 
thentication within the new machines. Requiring a subse- 
quent authentication, particularly from a remote autho- 
rized representative, assures that only one or a select 
number of activations takes place. Such repeated authen- 
tications may take place at the time of transfer, or may be 
required at a future date or within a predetermined time 
frame. Additional periodic authentications may also be re- 
quired for continued use of the digital content file(s). Al- 
ternatively, the sequence may be reversed wherein the ini- 
tial authentication is from the remote authorized repre- 
sentative and subsequent authentications take place at 
the native or user system resident authorized representa- 



live entity (software and /or hardware module(s) or de- 
vice(s)). 

[0205] Although no feature is lil<ely to be completely effective in 
preventing piracy with experienced "hackers"for any long 
period of time, various features of the present invention 
used alone, or particularly in combination, should dramat- 
ically reduce the unauthorized use of protected content 
even by determined abusers with a high level of technical 
expertise in piracy scenarios. 

[0206] Referring now to Figure 21, a block diagram illustrating 
another embodiment of an authentication process for use 
with writable computer readable storage media according 
to the present invention is shown. The embodiment of 
Figure 21 includes many steps or functions similar or 
identical to the like numbered steps or functions of Figure 
20 that are not described in detail here. As with the em- 
bodiment of Figure 20, the embodiment of Figure 21 per- 
forms many or all functions of the authorized representa- 
tive on the user system, network, or device 550. After ac- 
quiring content designated for protection on a writable 
computer readable storage medium, which may optionally 
contain one or more authentication codes, as represented 
by blocks 450 458, the user transfers, installs, or other- 



wise copies the digital content from tlie writable computer 
readable storage medium to a user system, device, or net- 
work as represented by block 460. Registration informa- 
tion may be supplied by the user or gathered automati- 
cally and preferably includes various hardware specific 
identifiers as represented by block 462. During the self- 
authentication process, the resident authorized represen- 
tative then creates one or more authentication codes and 
associates them with the digital content as indicated at 
block 464. The authentication code or codes are prefer- 
ably at least partially based on registration information 
collected in step 462 and/or registration information pre- 
viously collected from or supplied by the user during or- 
dering, downloading, etc. The authentication code or 
codes may then be added to the content file or files on the 
user system 550 as well as the writable computer readable 
storage medium as represented by block 466. Any or all 
the authentication codes may be optionally encrypted as 
represented by block 470. 
[0207] The user system resident authorized representative at- 
tempts to authenticate the user the first time the user at- 
tempts to open, execute, or otherwise utilize the pro- 
tected digital content on a user device as represented by 



block 478. Similarly, the same or a different authorized 
representative entity repeatedly authenticates the user 
when the user opens, executes, or otherwise utilizes the 
digital content for the second time as represented by 
block 520. Any of the authorized representative entities 
may authorize use for a designated authorization interval, 
which is preferably a single use. Additional or repeated 
authentications may then be required upon the expiration 
of the authorization interval as represented by block 498. 
In addition, one or more authorized representative entities 
may repeatedly authenticate users at periodic intervals 
that may be based on calendar days, execution time, ran- 
dom, etc. 

[0208] Figures 22 - 29 provide block diagrams illustrating exem- 
plary locations and types of authorized representative en- 
tities that may be used with any of the embodiments of 
the present invention. The authorized representative or 
administrator may exist in any form consistent with user 
needs, user privacy, publisher demands, level of protec- 
tion desired, etc. The authorized representative entities 
may be implemented by control logic or code in one or 
more programs, modules, applets, drivers, etc., either re- 
motely located or resident on a user system, network, or 



device. The code or control logic for one or more autho- 
rized representative functions may reside in a dedicated 
authentication integrated circuit chip or chip set within 
the user system and/or secondary device and may be pro- 
grammable, i.e. executed by a microprocessor, and/or 
hardcoded within a dedicated chip or chip set that is 
preferably permanently affixed to the main processor 
board or motherboard of the device or system. Alterna- 
tively, the authorized administrator or representative en- 
tity may be located within any of the system components 
adaptable to such processing. For example, the autho- 
rized representative functions may be integrated into the 
main system microprocessor, a co-processor, or other 
supporting chip or chip set. Of course, it is also possible 
for the authorized representative to reside in memory 
within any compatible component of the user system or 
device. 

[0209] The authorized representative functions, whether pro- 
grammable or hardcoded, may be developed or imple- 
mented using any available programming language or 
technique including basic. Visual Basic, C, C+, C++, Java, 
assembly language, mark-up language, etc. Similarly, 
hardcoded implementations may be developed using FP- 



GAs (field programmable gate arrays) prior to widespread 
implementation using ASICs (application specific inte- 
grated circuits), for example. Such techniques may also be 
employed in one or more external devices In communica- 
tion with, or attached to the user system, network, or de- 
vice, such as dongles or hardware keys generally residing 
in a computer system parallel port, for example. 
[0210] The block diagram of Figure 22 illustrates one embodi- 
ment of the present invention with a self-activating and 
self-authenticating user system resident authorized rep- 
resentative installed from a computer readable storage 
medium. In this embodiment, one or more authorized 
representative modules may be directly or indirectly ac- 
quired by a user as represented by block 560. The autho- 
rized representative modules, drivers, programs, etc. may 
be acquired via computer readable storage media 564 di- 
rectly from a distributor and/or via electronic software 
distribution 566 or other electronic distribution 568. The 
authorized representative module or modules may be 
transferred to the user system, network, or device 550 
along with one or more files designated for protection, or 
may be transferred independently in a separate step. 
Likewise, the transfer and/or installation of one or more 



authorized representative modules may be performed 
transparently to the user or may be installed in a conven- 
tional manner with user prompts to allow the user to 
specify the location and manner of installation, for exam- 
ple. The transferred authorized representative module or 
modules may contain executable code or instructions to 
perform the various self-authentication and compliance 
functions as described herein using a general purpose or 
dedicated processor within user system, network, or de- 
vice 550. Alternatively, or in combination, the authorized 
representative module or modules may contain data or 
codes to activate or otherwise enable a dedicated proces- 
sor or integrated circuit chip to perform various autho- 
rized administrator functions. User system, network, or 
device 550 may exchange various information, which may 
include registration information for example, with the au- 
thorized representative module distributor and/or com- 
puter readable storage medium 560 during the acquisition 
of the authorized representative modules or subsequently 
during transfer/installation on user system 550. 
[0211] Depending upon the particular application, the authorized 
representative module or modules may be implemented 
as an individual authorized representative for each file of 



protected content as represented by block 580. For exam- 
ple, each time user system, network, or device 550 ac- 
quires protected content, a corresponding individual au- 
thorized representative would be installed to protect that 
content. The individual authorized representative module 
may be a separate module or modules associated with the 
protected content, or may be integrated or otherwise em- 
bedded with the protected content or one or more appli- 
cation programs used to access the protected content, for 
example. Alternatively, or in combination, an authorized 
representative may be provided for designated groups of 
individual content files as represented by block 582. For 
example, each type of protected content (such as music, 
video, application programs, clip art or graphics, etc.) may 
include an associated authorized representative contained 
in one or more modules, drivers, programs, etc. and in- 
stalled on user system or network 550 prior to, concur- 
rently with, or subsequent to the protected content. As 
another example, authorized representative 582 may per- 
form various authentication functions for a group of indi- 
vidual protected content installed from a common com- 
puter readable storage medium or downloaded during a 
single session regardless of the particular types of pro- 



tected content files. 

[0212] The authorized representative may also be implemented 
for groups of individual content in addition to one or 
more authorized representatives for individual content as 
represented by block 584. Alternatively, a single autho- 
rized representative for all protected content may be uti- 
lized as represented by block 586. 

[0213] Figure 23 illustrates another exemplary implementation 
for an authorized representative to be used in authentica- 
tion according to the various embodiments of the present 
invention. User system, network, or device 550 may com- 
municate with a remote server 570 containing one or 
more authorized representatives as represented by blocks 
580, 582, 584, and 586. A user acquired computer read- 
able storage medium 560 may exchange various informa- 
tion with one or more authorized representatives on re- 
mote server 570. Similarly, one or more authorized repre- 
sentative modules may be transferred to computer read- 
able storage media 564 acquired by the user as repre- 
sented by block 560. Transfer of the authorized represen- 
tative module or modules may occur prior to distribution 
of the computer readable storage media 564, or during 
distribution via electronic software distribution 566 or 



other electronic distribution 568, for example. During 
transfer, installation, or other access to protected content 
on computer readable storage media 564, user system 
550 may be used to perform various authorized represen- 
tative functions directly or indirectly through contact with 
remote server 570 and associated authorized representa- 
tives. 

[0214] A block diagram illustrating additional implementations 
for authorized representative functions performed during 
authentication according to the present invention is 
shown in Figure 24. In this embodiment, one or more 
types of authorized representative entities represented by 
blocks 580", 582", 584", and 586" are preferably resident 
on or within user system, network, or device 550, which 
may be a computer, for example. The authorized repre- 
sentative entity or entities may be installed to a computer 
readable storage medium on or within user system 550 
from remote server 570, for example, or installed from 
another computer readable storage medium as repre- 
sented by block 572. Alternatively, or in combination, var- 
ious authorized representative functions may be per- 
formed by one or more types of authorized representative 
entities represented by blocks 580, 582, 584, and 586 via 



contact with a remote server 570 prior to, subsequent to, 
or concurrently witli authentication to provide access to 
protected content. A remotely located authorized repre- 
sentative, such as individual authorized representative 
580, may provide functions associated with verification of 
an authorized user or device during reloading of pro- 
tected software, installation in a new machine, modifica- 
tion of a device that alters hardware specific registration 
information, etc. Although perhaps not preferable from a 
privacy standpoint, administrative and authentication 
functions may also be processed by remote server 570 
alone or in combination with a resident authorized ad- 
ministrator on system 550. Determination of the best im- 
plementation for a particular application may be predi- 
cated on publisher functionality parameters and the de- 
sired protection method and level, for example. Remote 
server 570, whether attended by customer service repre- 
sentatives or completely automated, may be provided to 
allow a transitioning to various authentication processes 
according to the present invention. Similarly, content des- 
ignated for protection may be provided with authentica- 
tion code linking to take effect at some future date or may 
be provided with multiple types of protected content to 



allow for use of the content on older devices, etc. as de- 
scribed in greater detail below. 

[0215] Figure 25 is a block diagram illustrating other possible 
implementations for authorized representatives in an au- 
thentication process according to the present invention. 
User system 550 includes an authorized representative in- 
stalled from a computer readable storage medium, such 
as may be acquired by a user with protected content as 
represented by block 572, for example. The user system 
resident authorized representative may include an individ- 
ual authorized representative for each computer readable 
storage medium as represented by block 580". Alterna- 
tively, or in combination, the authorized representative 
may provide authentication functions for groups of con- 
tent as represented by blocks 582' and 584'. A single user 
resident authorized representative for all protected con- 
tent or content designated for protection may also be 
provided as represented by block 586'. A remote server 
570 may be accessed by user system 550 using public or 
private local or wide area networks, satellite, dial-up, or 
the like, to provide various backup authorized representa- 
tive functions as previously described. 

[0216] Figure 26 illustrates a network implementation for an au- 



thorized representative used in an authentication process 
according to tlie present invention. A user may acquire 
computer readable storage media having content desig- 
nated for protection and/or authorized representative in- 
formation as represented by blocl< 600. The authorized 
representative entity may be transferred to computer 
readable storage media 602 using electronic software dis- 
tribution 604 and/or other electronic distribution 606, for 
example. The authorized representative entity is then 
transferred to a user network 610. The authorized repre- 
sentative entity may be provided as an individual autho- 
rized representative for each content file 620, or option- 
ally as an authorized representative for various groups of 
individual content 622. Similarly, the authorized repre- 
sentative entity installed on user network 610 may act as 
the authorized representative for groups of individual 
content as well as each individual file containing content 
designated for protection as represented by block 624. 
Alternatively, a single resident authorized representative 
may be provided to perform the authorized representative 
functions for all protected content as represented by 
block 626. 

[0217] The authorized representative entity installed on user net- 



work 610 may reside on an individual machine or device 
accessible by other machines or devices in the network, or 
may be installed on multiple or all systems or devices 
within the network. The particular location or locations of 
the authorized representative entity within network 610 
may depend upon the network architecture or topology or 
the type of protected content, for example. Network 610 
may use any of a number of technologies to provide com- 
munication between devices, including wired and wireless 
connections, and a client-server, master-slave, and/or 
peer-to-peer architecture, for example. Likewise, the net- 
work 610 may change as devices are added to, or re- 
moved from the network. As an example, the authorized 
representative entity may reside only on primary devices, 
such as computers, but may be accessible to various sec- 
ondary devices, such as PDAs, digital audio players, and 
portable computer readable storage media in temporary 
or permanent communication with the primary device or 
devices. As a further example, the authorized representa- 
tive entity may reside on a computer within network 610 
that is used to authenticate or authorize transfer of pro- 
tected content from the computer to a digital audio player 
(that may or may not contain its own authorized repre- 



sentative module or device). Once the transfer has been 
authenticated, the digital audio player could be discon- 
nected from network 610 and repeatedly access the pro- 
tected content without additional authentication. Alterna- 
tively, the digital audio player may be required to access 
the authorized representative entity on computer network 
610 each time protected content is used or accessed, i.e. 
each time protected music is played. 
[0218] Figure 27 is a block diagram illustrating another network 
implementation of an authorized representative entity for 
use in an authentication process according to the present 
invention. Network 610' represents a local area network 
(LAN), wide area network (WAN), etc. that may be used to 
access an authorized representative located on the remote 
server 618 to authenticate protected content acquired or 
accessed by a user as represented by block 600. The au- 
thorized representative entity may be implemented as an 
individual authorized representative for each file of pro- 
tected content as represented by block 620. Alternatively, 
or in combination, an authorized representative entity 
may be supplied for groups of individual content as rep- 
resented by blocks 622 and 624, or a single authorized 
representative for all protected content may be provided 



as represented by block 626. 

[0219] A block diagram illustrating another network implementa- 
tion for an authorized representative entity for use in an 
authentication process according to the present invention 
is shown in Figure 28. An authorized representative entity 
may be installed on network 610 from a computer read- 
able storage medium acquired by a user as represented by 
block 600, for example, or may be acquired by user 600 
from a remote server or website 618, for example. The 
network authorized representative may be in the form of 
an individual authorized representative for each protected 
file as represented by block 620", and/or for groups of in- 
dividual content as represented by blocks 622' and 624', 
or a single authorized representative may be provided to 
authenticate all protected content as represented by block 
626'. In addition to the resident authorized representative 
entity, a remotely located authorized representative may 
be provided on remote server 618 in one or more forms 
as represented by blocks 620, 622, 624, and 626. 

[0220] Another exemplary implementation for an authorized rep- 
resentative entity resident on a local network for use in an 
authentication process according to the present invention 
is shown in Figure 29. Network 610 preferably includes an 



authorized representative entity in one or more of the 
forms represented by blocks 620, 622, 624, and 626. The 
resident authorized representative entity may be trans- 
ferred and/or installed from a computer readable storage 
medium acquired by a user as represented by block 600. 
The authorized representative entity may be installed ei- 
ther transparently without user knowledge or intervention, 
with user knowledge, with user consent, etc. Similarly, the 
authorized representative may be installed as part of an 
application program or in conjunction with an application 
program that may access or use protected content. The 
authorized representative entity, whether implemented in 
hardware, software, or a combination of both hardware 
and software may be structured to operate under the su- 
pervision of applications used to access protected con- 
tent, such as Microsoft's MediaPlayer and Real Network's 
RealPlayer by installing the module or device within or in 
conjunction with such applications. All authentication 
processes or any portion of the processes may be utilized 
in this manner if desired. Additionally, separate file types 
and/or file extensions may be utilized to facilitate use of 
any of the processes described herein. 
[0221] Network 610 may also be in communication with a remote 



server 618 that provides various types of backup autho- 
rized representatives 620', 622', 624', and 626'. The 
bacl<up authorized representatives may be used to pro- 
vide customer service, networl< metering and monitoring, 
or other troubleshooting functions and may be completely 
automated or may use service representatives depending 
upon the particular application. 
[0222] Referring now to Figure 30, a block diagram illustrating 

use of an authorized representative as a clearinghouse for 
all software according to one embodiment of the present 
invention is shown. A publisher or developer creates or 
produces software as generally represented by block 700. 
The publisher may indicate whether copy protection is de- 
sired for the digital content as represented by block 702. 
If protection is requested, the digital content may be cor- 
respondingly coded or marked as represented by block 
704. The content may be designated for protection by an 
embedded code, flag, module, or the like or may be cre- 
ated as a protected file type. Multiple codes, flags, mod- 
ules, may also be included to provide redundant indica- 
tors. These redundant indicators may assist in hampering 
efforts to decompile, alter and recompile protected soft- 
ware. A protected file type may be indicated by an appro- 



priate file name or extension, such as filename. MP3z4, 
filename. exez4, or filenamez4.exe, etc. the digital content 
designated for copy protection may then be produced in 
the form of one or more types of computer readable stor- 
age media as represented by block 706. Publisher 700 
may also produce content for which copy protection is not 
desired or required as represented by block 708. The un- 
protected content may be produced in the form of various 
types of computer readable storage media as represented 
by block 710. 

[0223] A publisher may also produce software adaptable (if re- 
quested) to copy protection in the form of computer read- 
able storage media as represented by block 720. The 
publisher then distributes the software, which may include 
digital content designated for copy protection and/or dig- 
ital content not designated for copy protection, to a user 
via purchase, license, rental, or embedded or installed on 
a system or device distributed by an equipment manufac- 
turer (OEM) as represented by block 730. The user ac- 
quires the digital content as represented by block 732 and 
transfers, installs, or otherwise loads the digital content 
into a primary or secondary device as represented by 
block 734. Any secondary device that contains a processor 



and memory, or any other means of identification may be 
used to implement any of the authentication processes of 
the present invention. A secondary device may, of course, 
be considered the primary (or sole) device depending 
upon the particular use or application of the device. As in 
Figure 30, most embodiments of the present invention il- 
lustrate a computer as the primary device and various 
portable devices including PDAs, cellular telephones, digi- 
tal audio players, satellite radio, etc. as secondary devices 
although any of the devices may be used as a primary or 
secondary device depending upon the particular arrange- 
ment. In general, primary devices are those that first re- 
ceive digital content from a publisher or distributor. 
[0224] If an authorized representative or administrator is avail- 
able as represented by block 736, and the software is 
designated for copy protection as represented by block 
730, the authorized representative generates an appropri- 
ate authentication code or codes and locks them to the 
protected content, preferably prior to or concurrent with 
installation or loading of the protected content on the 
user system or device, as represented by block 740. The 
user may then be required to complete installation or 
loading of the content into a primary or secondary device 



as represented by block 742. This may include providing 
registration information or otherwise activating or autho- 
rizing the protected content, for example. The transferred 
software is then ready for authentication and use by the 
authorized user on authorized primary and/or secondary 
devices as represented by block 744. 
[0225] If an authorized administrator is not available as deter- 
mined by block 736, an authorized administrator may be 
obtained from the source of the protected content or an- 
other third-party as represented by block 750. The autho- 
rized administrator or representative may be included 
with the protected content or may be obtained separately. 
The process then proceeds to determine whether the par- 
ticular content is designated for protection as represented 
by block 738. 

[0226] For content that is not designated for copy protection as 
determined by block 738, unrestricted access may be pro- 
vided without generation of an authentication code or 
codes. Alternatively, a master authentication code or other 
generic code may be installed to allow access and use of 
the unprotected content as generally represented by block 
752. 

[0227] In practice, the embodiment for an authentication pro- 



cess/authorized administrator illustrated in Figure 30 may 
serve the needs of all publishers with no undue burden to 
either the publisher or user while alleviating any privacy 
concerns by using a resident authorized representative to 
perform authentication. For example, publisher A pub- 
lishes music software (digital content including music 
and/or application programs to access, organize, and/or 
transfer music) and thus marks or designates the software 
for copy protection. Such marking may be in the form of 
instructions within the content, by creating a specific file 
type, etc. Publisher B publishes a graphics software appli- 
cation which includes clip art and marks all content for 
protection. Publisher C publishes shareware software and 
does not desire protection and thus does not mark the 
software. Publisher D publishes games and marks selected 
portions for protection and other portions remain un- 
marked. During transfer to the user system, the autho- 
rized administrator recognizes that the software from 
Publishers A and B, and selected content of publisher D 
require protection and therefore obtains appropriate reg- 
istration information and generates corresponding au- 
thentication code(s) for all incoming content which has 
been marked for protection. Authentication code(s) are 



then linked or embedded into the content. All embodi- 
ments may also utilize redundant authentication codes to 
further enhance protection. Content not marked for pro- 
tection, although preferably monitored by the authorized 
administrator, flows normally into the system. To ease the 
burden on publishers, publishers may simply utilize a new 
file extension or type for content which they deem appro- 
priate for protection as described above, i.e., MP3z4, 
exez4, MPEGz4, JPEGz4, dllz4, etc. As such, the autho- 
rized administrator will authenticate all files or content 
within these groups or types of files. As in all embodi- 
ments, the authentication code(s) may be encrypted for 
additional protection. 

[0228] Preferably, the authorized administrator is mandatory and 
if it is removed or tampered with the system may be par- 
tially of fully disabled or rendered incapable of utilizing 
digital content which has been marked for authentication. 

[0229] Once the authentication code(s) are attached to content 

designated for protection, the content can only be utilized 
by authorized systems or devices. If the content is trans- 
ferred or copied to an unauthorized system or device, the 
authentication code(s) are also transferred to hinder or 
prevent access by an unauthorized device as described 



herein. In either case the content is rendered at least par- 
tially disabled in the unauthorized system or device. Al- 
ternatively, instructions may be included in systems or 
devices that prevent content with authentication code(s) 
attached from being copied into memory within the sys- 
tem or device. The authentication code(s) may be at- 
tached, embedded, encrypted, etc. in any appropriate 
manner, preferably in such a way as to deter tampering. 
Older systems or devices which do not include, or are in- 
capable of implementing a resident authorized adminis- 
trator, may allow the content to be enabled if so desired 
by the publisher, thus easing the transition to the authen- 
tication processes of the present invention. Of course, 
these older systems may still utilize a remote authorized 
administrator(s) or be updated with an installed resident 
authorized administrator(s) depending upon the particular 
device. 

[0230] The embodiment illustrated in Figure 31 may produce the 
most preferable means of protection for content develop- 
ers, device manufacturers, and users alike as it may be in- 
stituted at a negligible cost to system or device manufac- 
turers and publishers with little or no future administra- 
tive costs. Likewise, the embodiment of Figure 31 



presents no undue burden to the user and protects the 
user from any unwanted invasion of privacy. The ability of 
users to also utilize the protection means available via an 
authorized administrator when acting in the capacity of 
content creators or publishers should also assist in user 
acceptance. As represented in block 850, a remote server 
may be optionally provided to assist the user in trou- 
bleshooting, further use, installation or reinstallation, un- 
locking of authentication code(s), reinstallation of authen- 
tication code generation means, etc. Transitioning means 
may be provided for transfer from one machine to another 
as would be the case if a user acquires a new system or 
legally sells the software to another user. "Unhooking"and 
"hooking" from one machine to another may by accom- 
plished by the user indicating that the software is to be 
transferred. Once the transfer sequence is activated, the 
authorized representative will start a shutdown timer that 
will permanently disable the software on the first system 
within a given timeframe, i.e. ten days. The software is 
then free to be transferred to the new authorized system 
where the original authorization code is replaced by the 
new authorization code generated by the new system. 
Preferably this process is limited to a given number of 



transfers and may include additional safeguards to assure 
license compliance. Such "unhooking"and "hooking" to a 
new system may be accomplished within the authorized 
user system or in conjunction with a remote server and is 
adaptable to all embodiments of the present invention. 
[0231] A block diagram illustrating a general authentication pro- 
cess particularly suited for use with secondary devices ac- 
cording to one embodiment of the present invention is 
shown in Figure 32. A computer readable storage medium 
source 860 includes one or more types of content already 
protected or designated for protection and acquired by a 
user as represented by block 862. The content may be ac- 
quired by a physical computer readable storage medium 
or acquired via electronic software distribution and subse- 
quently transferred to a computer readable storage 
medium, for example. The user transfers, installs, and/or 
otherwise accesses the digital content from the computer 
readable storage medium as represented by block 870. 
Registration information may be gathered from the user 
and/or the receiving device and preferably includes hard- 
ware-specific information as represented by block 872. 
The hardware-specific information may be automatically 
obtained from the system or device, and/or may be sup- 



plied by the user. For example, when digital content is 
transferred to a primary device, such as a computer, hard- 
ware-specific registration information may be automati- 
cally obtained from the primary device. In addition, the 
user may be prompted to enter registration information 
associated with one or more secondary devices. Secondary 
device registration information may include the device 
manufacturer, model, serial number, or other identifying 
information, for example. Depending upon the particular 
application, the user may be allowed to manually pre- 
authorize a limited number of secondary devices. 
[0232] The authorized representative creates one or more au- 
thentication codes at least partially based on registration 
information as represented by block 874. The authentica- 
tion code or codes are added to the content file or files as 
represented by block 876. The authentication code or 
codes for approved secondary devices may be added as il- 
lustrated and described in greater detail with reference to 
figures 36 38, along with the authentication code or codes 
for the primary device or devices. Block 876 may also in- 
clude generation of additional content files of a particular 
type with embedded or otherwise linked authentication 
codes for approved secondary devices. For example, con- 



tent transferred to a primary device witli a generic file- 
name sucli as "song.mp3" and including a designation to 
provide copy protection for one or more types of sec- 
ondary devices may be used to generate corresponding 
file types for approved secondary devices including em- 
bedded or linked authentication codes, such as song.mpx 
that includes embedded or linked authentication codes for 
use on a specific digital audio player (or all players made 
by SONY, or all Atrac players made by SONY, for example), 
song.cdx for use in a specific or generic CD player or 
computer, song.drm for use in a cell phone, etc. The au- 
thentication codes for approved devices may be trans- 
ferred to the computer readable storage medium as rep- 
resented by block 878 and described in greater detail with 
reference to figures 36 38. 
[0233] Any one or more of the authentication codes may option- 
ally be encrypted as represented by block 880. In addi- 
tion, the means, module, driver, etc. used to generate or 
overwrite an authentication code may optionally be 
locked, deleted, or otherwise disabled as represented by 
block 882. Optionally, a number of transfers, installations, 
etc. may be allowed before locking, deleting, or otherwise 
disabling the authentication code generation module as 



represented by block 884. 
[0234] An authorized representative autlienticates tlie user based 
on tlie authentication code or codes to provide access to 
the protected content as represented by block 890 and 
described in greater detail with reference to figures 39 - 
42. The authorized representative entity may be located 
on a primary device and/or one or more secondary de- 
vices depending upon the particular capabilities of the 
secondary devices. Depending upon the particular appli- 
cation, the secondary devices may require authentication 
for each use of the protected content as generally repre- 
sented by blocks 890 and 920. Alternatively, or in combi- 
nation, authentication of secondary devices may take 
place upon transfer of protected content from a primary 
device such that subsequent use on the secondary device 
does not require independent authentication. For exam- 
ple, transfer of a protected music file from a computer to 
a digital audio player would require authentication of the 
digital audio player by the computer in order to transfer 
the protected content. After the authorized administrator 
determines that the digital audio player is authorized, the 
protected content would be transferred to the digital au- 
dio player and could be used without additional authenti- 



cation by the player itself. 

[0235] The authorized representative may repeatedly authenti- 
cate the user and/or secondary devices on a periodic ba- 
sis as generally represented by block 920. The authenti- 
cation interval may be determined by the authorized rep- 
resentative, or may be initiated by expiration of an autho- 
rization interval based on time, uses, etc. As with previ- 
ously described embodiments, the user or system may 
contact a remote server as represented by block 940 to 
allow for reinstallation, recovery, troubleshooting, instal- 
lation in a new system, or authorization of a device that 
has changed its registration information. In addition, the 
authorized representative may exchange information with 
the user and/or device to add secondary use devices, up- 
date the resident authorized representative, etc. 

[0236] Figure 33 illustrates an alternative embodiment for a gen- 
eral authentication process particularly suited for use with 
secondary devices according to the present invention. The 
user acquires protected content, or content designated for 
protection, from a source as represented by blocks 860 
and 862. The digital content is then transferred or other- 
wise installed to a primary and/or secondary devices rep- 
resented by block 870. The authorized representative 



then attempts to authenticate the user when the user 
opens, executes, or otherwise attempts to utilize the digi- 
tal content for the first time as represented by blocks 888 
and 890. The user attempts to open, execute, or other- 
wise utilize the digital content may be intercepted by the 
authorized administrator as indicated at block 892. The 
determination is made based on the authentication code 
or codes whether the user is authorized as represented by 
blocks 894 and 896. If the user is determined to be au- 
thorized, the access or other utilization of the content is 
allowed as represented by block 894 for a particular au- 
thorization interval, such as a single use, as represented 
by block 900. Otherwise, access or utilization of the pro- 
tected content is prevented or inhibited as represented by 
block 902. 

[0237] Subsequent access or other use of the protected content 
may trigger repeated authentication as generally repre- 
sented by block 918. Alternatively, or in combination, 
subsequent authentications may be triggered by the au- 
thorized representative at periodic or random intervals, 
whether or not based on user actions, as represented by 
block 920. The repeated authentication process proceeds 
in a similar fashion as previously described and as repre- 



sented in blocks 922, 924, 926, 928, and 930 to provide 
access to tlie protected content for autliorized users, and 
as represented by blocl< 932 to prevent or liinder access 
for unautliorized users. 

[0238] Referring now to Figure 34, a blocl< diagram illustrating 
another alternative embodiment for an authentication 
process with secondary use devices according to the 
present invention is shown. In this embodiment, the digi- 
tal content source represented by block 860 may option- 
ally supply a first password or authentication code along 
with the digital content as represented by block 864. As 
described with reference to previous embodiments, the 
first authentication code may be used to authorize a 
group of devices, may authorize any device for a first au- 
thorization interval, or may authorize a specific device or 
specific devices based on registration information manu- 
ally or automatically obtained from a user as represented 
by block 866, for example. The user acquires content 
designated for protection via a computer readable storage 
medium, electronic software distribution, or other elec- 
tronic distribution as represented by block 862. 

[0239] Upon transfer, installation, or other access to the software 
as represented by block 870, additional registration infor- 



mation may be required as represented by block 872. The 
authorized representative then creates one or more origi- 
nal or additional authentication codes, or may modify ex- 
isting authentication codes based at least in part on the 
registration information as represented by block 874. For 
example, the first authentication code may be supplied by 
the original content developer as represented by block 
864 to authorize content for use with a particular manu- 
facturer's devices. The first authentication code may be 
modified to incorporate user-specific registration infor- 
mation as represented by block 874. Alternatively, one or 
more additional authentication codes may be generated to 
uniquely identify a particular user's authorized device or 
devices as represented by block 874, for example. The 
added or modified authentication code or codes are 
linked, embedded, or otherwise associated with the con- 
tent file or files as represented by block 876, and may in- 
clude one or more authentication codes for approved sec- 
ondary devices as illustrated and described in greater de- 
tail with reference to figures 36 - 38. 
[0240] After generation of appropriate authentication codes, and 
adding, linking, or otherwise associating the authentica- 
tion codes with the protected content, the authentication 



code or codes may be secured as represented by block 
886. This may include write protecting, removing, or oth- 
erwise disabling the authentication code or the module, 
program or other information used to generate additional 
authentication codes, for example. One or more of the 
authentication codes may also optionally be encrypted as 
represented by block 880. 
[0241] When the user opens, executes, or otherwise utilizes the 
digital content for the first time as represented by block 
888, an authorized representative attempts to authenti- 
cate the user as represented by block 890. The authenti- 
cation process proceeds as previously described by deter- 
mining whether the attempted use is authorized and pro- 
viding access to the protected content if the use is autho- 
rized as represented by blocks 892, 894, 896, 898, and 
900. If the attempted use cannot be verified as being au- 
thorized, various compliance actions may optionally be 
performed as represented by block 904. Additional ac- 
tions may include allowing the file to be used in a reduced 
functionality mode, corrupting the file or files, deleting 
the files, notifying the user of the unauthorized use, and/ 
or various steps to identify the unauthorized use and/or 
users, etc. 



[0242] An additional autlientication may be required wlien tlie 

user opens, executes, or otiierwise attempts to utilize the 
digital content for the second time as represented by 
block 948. The authorized representative may repeatedly 
authenticate the user as represented by block 950 by in- 
tercepting any user attempts to open, executes, or other- 
wise utilize the protected digital content as represented 
by block 952. The authorized representative may compare 
at least a portion of the registration information for the 
current device with the corresponding information em- 
bedded or included within the authentication code associ- 
ated with the protected content. This may also include 
gathering appropriate information for a secondary device 
as represented by block 954. If the attempted use is au- 
thorized as determined by block 956, access is provided 
to the protected content as represented by block 958 until 
expiration of an authorization interval, such as a single 
use as represented by block 960. Various compliance ac- 
tions may be instituted if the attempted use is determined 
to be unauthorized as represented by blocks 962 and 
964. 

[0243] Additional authentications may also be required to pro- 
vide repeated authentication as represented by block 918. 



This repeated authentication may be triggered by expira- 
tion of an authorization interval, or may be performed at 
periodic or random intervals as determined by the autho- 
rized representative. Various optional actions may be per- 
formed as represented by block 934 if a determination is 
made that the user, use, or device is unauthorized. 
[0244] Referring now to Figure 35, a block diagram illustrating 

another alternative embodiment of an authentication pro- 
cess having a user system resident and/or remote server 
resident authorized administrator according to the 
present invention is shown. Remote server 970 may pro- 
vide a computer readable storage medium source 860 
having content designated for protection. The first au- 
thentication code may be supplied with the content desig- 
nated for protection as represented by block 864. Al- 
though less preferable, other activation or authentication 
code(s) may be required subsequent to installation of the 
content in this or other embodiments of the present in- 
vention. Likewise, registration information may be re- 
quired prior to delivery of the digital content as repre- 
sented by block 866. Remote server 970 may then provide 
the protected content and/or authorized representative 
entities for installation on a user system via computer 



readable storage media, or directly to a primary or sec- 
ondary device by electronic software distribution or other 
electronic distribution as represented by block 862. Re- 
mote server 970 may also provide various recovery func- 
tions and the like as generally represented by block 940. 
Various installation and authentication functions as repre- 
sented by blocks 870, 888, 948, and 918 are then per- 
formed on the user system, network, or device 980 by a 
resident authorized representative entity as previously de- 
scribed. 

[0245] Figure 36 is a block diagram illustrating a process for 

adding secondary device authentication codes to a com- 
puter readable storage medium according to one embodi- 
ment of the present invention. A computer readable stor- 
age medium 982 may contain one or more authorization 
or authentication codes for approved secondary devices 
that are subsequently transferred to the user resident au- 
thorized representative as represented by block 984. One 
or more of the authentication codes may be optionally en- 
crypted as represented by block 986. Likewise, one or 
more authentication codes may be provided for future de- 
vices as represented by block 988. Alternatively, addi- 
tional authentication codes for future devices may be pro- 



vided by a remote server 990 and used to update the au- 
thentication codes associated with previously authorized 
content. Similarly, remote server 990 may communicate 
with the user system, network, or device to supply au- 
thentication codes for approved secondary devices as rep- 
resented by blocl< 984. 

[0246] Depending upon the particular application, authentication 
codes for secondary devices may be supplied in the form 
of an individual authentication code for each approved 
secondary device as represented by block 992, individual 
and group authentication codes for each approved sec- 
ondary device as represented by block 994, as a master 
authentication code for approved secondary devices as 
represented by block 996, or as a group authentication 
code for approved secondary devices by manufacturer, 
model, type, etc. as represented by block 998. 

[0247] A block diagram illustrating an alternative implementation 
for adding secondary device authentication codes to a 
computer readable storage medium according to the 
present invention is shown in Figure 37. In this embodi- 
ment, authentication codes for secondary approved de- 
vices are preferably provided by remote server 990 to an 
authorized representative within the user system, net- 



work, or device as represented by block 984. The authen- 
tication code or codes may optionally be supplied by a 
computer readable storage medium 982 in addition to 
codes supplied by the remote server, if desired. The au- 
thentication code or codes may optionally be supplied in 
various forms as represented by blocks 992, 994, 996, 
and 998, as previously described. Remote server 990 may 
optionally allow for updating of additional authentication 
codes to authorize future devices for use with previously 
authorized protected content as represented by block 
988. 

[0248] Another embodiment of a process for adding secondary 
device authentication codes to a computer readable stor- 
age medium according to the present invention is illus- 
trated in the block diagram of Figure 38. In this embodi- 
ment, authentication codes for secondary approved de- 
vices are provided to the authorized representative at the 
user system as represented by block 984 from both re- 
mote server 990 and computer readable storage medium 
982. As with the previously described embodiments, the 
authentication code or codes may be optionally encrypted 
as represented by block 986. The authentication codes 
may be supplied in a variety of forms or types to autho- 



rize individual and/or groups of devices as generally rep- 
resented by blocks 992, 994, 996, and 998. 
[0249] A block diagram illustrating authentication of a secondary 
device using an authentication code for the secondary de- 
vice according to one embodiment of the present inven- 
tion is shown in Figure 39. A computer readable storage 
medium associated with a primary device having content 
designated for protection with authentication codes asso- 
ciated with authorized secondary devices is provided as 
represented by block 1000. When the user attempts to 
utilize the protected digital content in a secondary device, 
the content may be at least partially disabled until com- 
pletion of the authentication process as represented by 
block 1002. Registration information associated with the 
secondary device is then obtained by the authorized rep- 
resentative to determine whether the protected content is 
authorized for use with the secondary device based on the 
secondary device authentication codes included with the 
computer readable storage medium as represented by 
block 1004. If the secondary device is authorized to ac- 
cess the protected content as determined by block 1006, 
the secondary device is allowed to access the digital con- 
tent as represented by block 1008. Otherwise, block 1010 



determines whether the secondary device is unidentifiable 
or unauthorized. If the secondary device is determined to 
be unauthorized, the content remains only partially en- 
abled, may be entirely disabled, or various other compli- 
ance actions may be performed as represented by block 
1012 and previously described with reference to various 
other embodiments. 

[0250] If the secondary device cannot be identified, the content 
may be selectively enabled for use in the secondary device 
as represented by block 1014. Whether the secondary de- 
vice is unidentifiable or unauthorized, the user may be al- 
lowed to contact a remote authorized representative to 
update authentication codes provided to the user resident 
authorized representative, or to otherwise enable or dis- 
able the protected content as represented by block 1016. 

[0251] Referring now to Figure 40, a block diagram illustrating 
another embodiment for authentication of secondary de- 
vices according to the present invention is shown. The 
embodiment of Figure 40 would typically be used for mu- 
sic or video content, but may be used for other types of 
digital content as well. The user acquires a computer 
readable storage medium having protected digital content 
without authentication codes for secondary devices as 



represented by block 1000'. If the user attempts to utilize 
the protected digital content in a secondary device as rep- 
resented by block 1002, the content may be at least par- 
tially disabled until the authentication process is com- 
pleted. Identification information associated with the sec- 
ondary device is obtained and compared to the authenti- 
cation code or codes for the protected content as repre- 
sented by block 1004 and 1006. Because the protected 
content does not include any authentication codes for the 
secondary devices, the comparison of block 1006 will in- 
dicate the device is either unidentifiable or unauthorized. 
If the device is unauthorized as determined by block 
1010, the protected content remains disabled or may be 
partially enabled as represented by block 1012. If the sec- 
ondary device cannot be identified, the protected content 
may be selectively enabled for use with the secondary de- 
vice as desired as represented by block 1014. The user 
may optionally be allowed to contact a remote authorized 
representative entity to selectively update one or more 
authentication codes associated with the protected con- 
tent for new, obsolete, unauthorized, or unidentifiable 
secondary devices as represented by block 1016. 
[0252] Referring now to Figure 41, a block diagram illustrating 



authentication of secondary devices utilizing autlientica- 
tion codes for tlie secondary devices and alternatively for- 
matted content according to one embodiment of the 
present invention is shown. The protected content having 
authentication codes for secondary devices and alterna- 
tively formatted content (or instructions/modules for gen- 
erating alternatively formatted content) is represented 
generally by block 1020. When the user attempts to utilize 
the protected content contained within a primary file for- 
mat in the secondary device, the attempt may be at least 
partially disabled, delayed, or prevented as represented by 
block 1022 to complete the authentication process. The 
authorized representative compares identification infor- 
mation associated with the secondary device to corre- 
sponding information within one or more authentication 
codes associated with the protected content as repre- 
sented by block 1024. If the secondary device is autho- 
rized as indicated by one or more of the authentication 
codes at block 1026, access to the digital content in the 
primary format is provided for the secondary device as 
represented by block 1028. 
[0253] If the identification information for the secondary device 
cannot be determined, or does not match authorized de- 



vice information contained within one or more authentica- 
tion codes associated with the protected content, blocl< 
1030 determines whether the secondary device can not be 
identified or can be identified but is unauthorized. If the 
secondary device is unauthorized, the protected content 
remains disabled or only partially enabled as represented 
by block 1032. At the discretion of the authorized repre- 
sentative, content developer, or publisher, alternatively 
formatted content may be provided and allowed to be ac- 
cessed if the secondary device is determined to be unau- 
thorized as also represented by block 1032. For example, 
an alternatively formatted content file may contain lower 
resolution or lower quality content for audio or video con- 
tent, or may have an application program with fewer fea- 
tures. 

[0254] If a secondary device cannot be identified by the autho- 
rized representative, the content stored in the primary 
format may selectively be enabled for use in the sec- 
ondary device if desired as represented by block 1034. 
Alternatively, a content file having an alternative format 
may be enabled for use on the secondary device as also 
represented by block 1034. The alternatively formatted 
content may be transferred from the computer readable 



storage medium, or may be generated by an appropriate 
program, module, or tlie lil<e. Instructions for generating 
the alternatively formatted content may be included within 
the authorized representative entity, or as a separate 
module or program associated with the protected content, 
for example. 

[0255] If the secondary device is unidentifiable or unauthorized 
as determined by block 1030, the user may be allowed to 
contact a remote authorized representative to selectively 
update authentication codes for new, obsolete, unautho- 
rized, or unidentifiable devices and/or to supply one or 
more alternatively formatted content files as represented 
by block 1036. 

[0256] A block diagram illustrating an alternative embodiment 
for authentication of secondary devices without corre- 
sponding authentication codes according to the present 
invention is shown in Figure 42. Similar to the embodi- 
ments of 39 - 41, the embodiment illustrated in Figure 42 
is particularly suited for use with music or video content 
but may be used with various other types of protected 
software. A computer readable storage medium having 
content designated for protection includes alternatively 
formatted content for use with secondary devices, but no 



authentication codes for the secondary devices, as repre- 
sented by blocl< 1020'. Alternatively, the computer read- 
able storage medium may include program code or in- 
structions to generate an alternatively formatted content 
file or files for use with secondary devices. For applica- 
tions having a program module or other instructions to 
generate an alternatively formatted digital content file, the 
instructions may be executed within the context of a re- 
mote or user resident authorized representative, or may 
run independently of the authorized representative de- 
pending upon the particular application. For implementa- 
tions including one or more alternatively formatted con- 
tent files, the files are preferably locked, encrypted, or 
otherwise hidden from the user to deter user tampering or 
unauthorized use of the alternatively formatted files. Al- 
ternatively formatted content may be incorporated into a 
single content file and subsequently extracted when and if 
needed. 

[0257] The user attempts to utilize the digital content in a sec- 
ondary device as represented by block 1022. Use of the 
content in the primary format on the secondary device 
may be delayed, prevented, or partially disabled while 
completing the authentication process as also represented 



by block 1022. The secondary device identification infor- 
mation is obtained for comparison witli autlientication 
codes associated witli the protected content on the com- 
puter readable storage medium as represented by block 
1024. As described above, the protected content does not 
include any authentication codes for the secondary device 
so the authorized representative determines that the de- 
vice is either unidentifiable or unauthorized as repre- 
sented by block 1026 and block 1030. If the device is 
unauthorized, the protected content may continue to be 
partially or fully disabled, or alternatively formatted con- 
tent may be utilized as represented by block 1032. As 
previously described, the alternatively formatted content 
may have lower resolution, fewer features, or otherwise be 
less desirable than the original content in the primary for- 
mat. Alternatively, the alternatively formatted content may 
include additional features particularly suited for use on 
the secondary device depending upon the particular ap- 
plication and implementation. 
[0258] If the secondary device cannot be identified by the autho- 
rized representative, the protected content in the primary 
format may be selectively enabled if desired or alterna- 
tively formatted content may be utilized as represented by 



block 1034. Again, the alternatively formatted content 
may have a different resolution or quality (either lower/ 
worse or higher/better), have different features (more or 
less), etc. depending upon the particular application. Like- 
wise, multiple types of alternatively formatted content 
may be provided with different types of content utilized 
depending on whether the secondary device is determined 
to be unauthorized or unidentifiable, for example. Alter- 
natively formatted content may also be provided by a re- 
mote authorized representative general indicated by block 
1036. The remote authorized representative may also 
provide additional authentication codes to authorize use 
of content in any one or more of the formats on a new, 
obsolete, or otherwise unauthorized or unidentifiable sec- 
ondary device as also represented by block 1036. 
[0259] Figures 43 60 include block diagrams illustrating applica- 
tions of general authentication processes previously de- 
scribed and illustrated according to the present invention 
particularly suited for use with secondary devices. As 
such, various steps or functions are similar or identical to 
like numbered functions illustrated and described previ- 
ously and are not repeated in detail here. However, those 
of ordinary skill in the art will appreciate that like num- 



bered functions or steps are not necessarily identical to 
those previously described and may be modified to ac- 
commodate secondary devices. 
[0260] Referring now to Figure 43, a blocl< diagram illustrating an 
authentication process for electronically distributed soft- 
ware used on secondary devices according to one embod- 
iment of the present invention is shown. The block dia- 
gram of Figure 43 represents embodiments of a general 
authentication process for electronically distributed con- 
tent as illustrated and described with reference to Figure 5 
particularly suited for use with secondary devices. The au- 
thentication process for electronically distributed content 
for secondary devices includes the step of adding authen- 
tication codes for the secondary devices as represented by 
block 126' and illustrated and described in greater detail 
with reference to Figures 36 - 38. The authentication 
codes may be generated for approved secondary devices 
based on registration information obtained from sec- 
ondary devices in communication with a primary device, 
from registration information manually provided by a 
user, from registration information residing on a primary 
device associated with one or more secondary devices 
(such as drivers, registry information, etc.) or directly from 



a secondary device. 

[0261] An authorized representative attempts to autlienticate the 
user as represented by block 150' and described in 
greater detail with reference to figures 39 42. The autho- 
rized representative may use any method or process to 
determine whether the attempted use, user, or device is 
authorized. Generally, the authorized representative uses 
registration information associated with a current device 
or user and one or more authentication codes previously 
associated with the protected content to determine 
whether the attempted use, user, or device is authorized. 
Repeated authentications may optionally be performed as 
represented by block 160' and illustrated and described in 
greater detail with reference to figures 39 - 42. 

[0262] An alternative embodiment for an authentication process 
particularly suited for use with electronically distributed 
content and secondary devices is illustrated and described 
with reference to Figure 44. The process of Figure 44 is 
similar to the general authentication process illustrated 
and described with reference to Figure 6, but includes 
various steps or functions adapted for use with secondary 
devices. In particular, when the user transfers and installs 
digital content from a computer readable storage medium 



as represented by block 120', additional authentication 
codes for approved secondary devices may be generated 
by the authorized representative and/or supplied from the 
computer readable storage medium source as represented 
by block 126'. Representative methods for adding authen- 
tication codes corresponding to approved secondary de- 
vices are illustrated and described with reference to fig- 
ures 36 - 38, for example. 
[0263] The authorized representative also attempts to authenti- 
cate the user when the user attempts to perform various 
triggering actions as represented by block 152'. User ac- 
tions may be performed on a primary device associated 
with a secondary device, or on a secondary device. For ex- 
ample, the user may attempt to transfer protected content 
from a primary device, such as a computer, to a secondary 
device, such as a digital audio player. Depending upon the 
particular implementation of the authorized representa- 
tive entity, authentication may take place on the computer 
prior to transfer of protected content to the digital audio 
player. Alternatively, or in combination, authentication 
represented by block 152' may take place on the digital 
audio player. The authentication is preferably based on 
registration information associated with a secondary de- 



vice and one or more authentication codes associated with 
the protected content as generally represented by block 
174'. Exemplary embodiments for authentication of the 
secondary device are illustrated and described in greater 
detail with reference to figures 39 - 42. However, any 
method may be used to determine whether the attempted 
use, user, or device is authorized. 

[0264] jhe authorized representative may require repeated au- 
thentications as generally represented by block 162'. Re- 
peated authentications may be triggered by user actions 
and/or based upon expiration of an authorization interval 
and/or at periodic intervals determined by the authorized 
representative. Repeated authorization or authentication 
proceeds in a similar fashion as previously described and 
may occur on a primary device and/or secondary device as 
generally represented by block 186'. 

[0265] Figure 45 is a block diagram illustrating another embodi- 
ment for an authentication process particularly suited for 
electronically distributed software and secondary devices 
according to the present invention. Similar to the previ- 
ously described embodiments, one or more authentication 
codes may be added to content designated for protection 
during transfer and installation of the content from a 



computer readable storage medium as represented by 
block 120'. The authentication codes may be stored on 
the computer readable storage medium and/or a primary 
device, such as a computer, and/or a secondary device 
such as a PDA, for example. Block 152" represents the au- 
thentication process performed by an authorized repre- 
sentative when the user opens, executes, or otherwise at- 
tempts to utilize the digital content either on the primary 
device or secondary device for the first time. The autho- 
rized representative may determine whether the at- 
tempted use on a secondary device is authorized by com- 
paring at least a portion of the registration information 
associated with the secondary device to the authentication 
code or codes associated with the protected content as 
represented by block 172'. If at least a portion of the reg- 
istration information matches corresponding registration 
information encoded within the authentication code or 
codes as represented by block 174', access or other use of 
the protected content may be provided as illustrated and 
described with reference to figures 39 - 42, for example. 
[0266] For digital content that requires repeated authorization as 
determined by the content developer, distributor, or pub- 
lisher, block 162" represents various functions performed 



by the authorized representative based on user actions 
and/or an authorization interval. In particular, block 162" 
may include comparison of at least a portion of registra- 
tion information associated with a particular secondary 
device with corresponding authorized devices as indicated 
by one or more authentication codes associated with the 
protected content as represented by block 184' and block 
186". Access to or use of the protected content is then 
provided for authorized users while being inhibited or 
prevented for unauthorized users as previously described. 
[0267] Another embodiment for an authentication process ac- 
cording to the present invention particularly suited for use 
with secondary devices is illustrated in the block diagram 
of Figure 46. The process of Figure 46 illustrates one ap- 
plication of the general authentication process illustrated 
and described with reference to figure 7. The process may 
include adding authentication codes for approved sec- 
ondary devices when the user transfers, installs, or other- 
wise accesses digital content designated for protection 
from a computer readable storage medium as represented 
by blocks 120' and 126'. The authentication process in- 
cludes authentication by an authorized representative 
when the user attempts to utilize the content for the first 



time as represented by block 152', for the second time as 
represented by block 230', and for the nth time as repre- 
sented by block 162'. The authentications may include 
determining whether the use on a primary and/or associ- 
ated secondary device is authorized as represented by 
blocks 172', 244', and 184', respectively. 
[0268] Figure 47 is a block diagram illustrating one embodiment 
for an authentication process particularly suited for use 
with electronically distributed content for secondary de- 
vices according to the present invention. The authentica- 
tion process of Figure 47 includes various modifications 
of the general authentication process illustrated and de- 
scribed with reference to figure 8. Various authorized rep- 
resentative functions are performed on a remote server 
300 with other functions performed on user system, de- 
vice, or network 310. Installation or other transfer of con- 
tent designated for protection to a primary or secondary 
device may include one or more authentication codes for 
secondary devices as represented by block 120'. The user 
system resident authorized representative authenticates 
the use, user, and/or device, which may include one or 
more secondary devices, as generally represented by 
blocks 152', 230', and 162' to allow or prevent access to 



the content designated for protection. 
[0269] A blocl< diagram illustrating an authentication process for 
use with content transferred from non-writable computer 
readable storage media for use with secondary devices 
according to the present invention is shown in Figure 48. 
The authentication process of Figure 48 includes various 
functions particularly suited for use with secondary de- 
vices, but otherwise is similar to the general authentica- 
tion process described and illustrated with reference to 
figure 9. For example, when the user transfers, installs, or 
otherwise attempts to utilize digital content previously 
designated for protection as represented by block 330", 
one or more authentication codes may be generated and 
added to the protected content to authorize use for one or 
more secondary devices as represented by block 334 and 
described in greater detail with reference to figures 36 - 
38. As with any of the previously described embodiments, 
authentication code and/or associated content may be 
encrypted to prevent user tampering with exemplary en- 
cryption/decryption processes illustrated and described 
with reference to Figures 64-68. The authorized repre- 
sentative authenticates the user based on current regis- 
tration information and corresponding registration infor- 



mation contained within the authentication code or codes 
as represented by blocl< 350' with exemplary embodi- 
ments for authenticating use of content designated for 
protection on secondary devices described in greater de- 
tail with reference to figures 39 - 42. Repeated authenti- 
cation may optionally be required as represented by block 
380'. 

[0270] An authentication process for use with content transferred 
from non-writable computer readable storage media for 
use with secondary devices according to one embodiment 
of the present invention is shown in the block diagram of 
Figure 49. The authentication process of Figure 49 is 
adapted from the general authentication process illus- 
trated and described with reference to figure 10. In par- 
ticular, when the user transfers, installs, or otherwise uses 
content designated for protection as represented by block 
330', one or more authentication codes for approved sec- 
ondary devices may be added as represented by block 
334", or one or more encrypted content files may be gen- 
erated corresponding to each approved secondary device, 
for example. Depending upon the particular application, 
the authentication codes for approved secondary devices 
may be stored on a primary device and/or a secondary 



device and may be associated with the original format of 
the protected content or alternatively formatted content 
as previously described. 
[0271] The authorized representative authenticates the user as 
represented by block 330' when the user attempts to 
open, execute, or otherwise utilize the content designated 
for protection as represented by block 344". The authenti- 
cation may include a determination of whether registra- 
tion information associated with a secondary device 
matches at least a portion of the corresponding informa- 
tion encoded within the authorization or authentication 
codes as represented by block 356' and described in 
greater detail with reference to figures 39 42. The autho- 
rized representative(s) may be located on a primary de- 
vice, a secondary device, and/or remotely located de- 
pending upon the particular application. Repeated autho- 
rizations may be required based on user actions as gener- 
ally represented by block 364' and/or based on expiration 
of an authorization interval or other authentication inter- 
val as determined by the authorized representative as 
represented by block 380'. Determining whether the at- 
tempted use is authorized for a corresponding secondary 
device may proceed as described with reference to figures 



39 - 42 and generally represented by block 386'. 
[0272] Referring now to figure 50, a block diagram illustrating 
another embodiment of an authentication process for use 
with non-writable computer readable storage media and 
secondary use devices according to the present invention 
is shown. The embodiment of figure 50 is similar to the 
general authentication process illustrated and described 
with reference to figure 11 with representative modifica- 
tions made to illustrate the process as used with sec- 
ondary devices. In particular, additional registration infor- 
mation may be obtained from the user or automatically 
from the primary and/or secondary device to generate 
corresponding authentication codes, encryption keys, or 
encryption algorithms for approved secondary devices as 
represented by block 330' and block 334'. The authenti- 
cation by an authorized representative entity may be per- 
formed when the user attempts to open, execute, or oth- 
erwise utilize the digital content on a primary and/or sec- 
ondary device as represented by blocks 344' and 350'. 
The authorized representative may repeatedly authenti- 
cate the user when the user opens, executes, or otherwise 
utilizes content designated for protection the second time 
as represented by blocks 410' and 412'. Subsequent au- 



thentications may also be performed as generally repre- 
sented by block 364' based on user actions and/or at pe- 
riodic intervals as represented by block 380'. 
[0273] Another embodiment of an authentication process for use 
with content designated for protection stored on non- 
writable computer readable storage media for use with 
secondary devices is illustrated in the block diagram of 
Figure 51. The process of Figure 51 is similar to the gen- 
eral authentication process illustrated and described with 
reference to figure 12 with various functions or steps de- 
scribed with reference to secondary devices. As shown in 
Figure 51, a remote server or source 28 may perform 
some authorized representative functions. However, user 
system, network, or device 342 preferably performs the 
majority of authorized representative functions upon 
transfer of the content designated for protection from the 
non-writable computer readable storage media as repre- 
sented by block 330", including authentication when the 
user accesses the protected content for the first time as 
represented by block 344", the second time as repre- 
sented by block 410", and for the nth time as represented 
by block 364'. 

[0274] Figure 52 illustrates an authentication process for writable 



computer readable storage media and secondary devices 
according to one embodiment of tlie present invention. 
Tlie autlientication process of Figure 52 illustrates one 
implementation of the general authentication process il- 
lustrated and described with reference to figure 13 in- 
cluding specific steps to authenticate a secondary device. 
In particular, when the user transfers, installs, or other- 
wise accesses digital content designated for protection 
from the computer readable storage medium, one or more 
authentication codes may be created for approved sec- 
ondary devices as represented by blocks 460' and 468". 
Examples illustrating the generation of authentication 
codes for secondary devices are described with reference 
to figures 36 - 38. 
[0275] The authorized representative authenticates the user 
based on identification information associated with the 
secondary device and one or more authentication codes 
associated with the content designated for protection as 
represented by block 480". Exemplary embodiments of 
authentication of secondary devices are illustrated and 
described with reference to figures 39 - 42. The autho- 
rized representative may require repeated authentication 
of the user based on comparison of current registration 



information and authentication codes associated witli sec- 
ondary use devices as represented by block 500'. 
[0276] Referring now to figure 53, a blocl< diagram illustrating an 
authentication process for writable computer readable 
storage media and secondary devices according to one 
embodiment of the present invention is shown. The au- 
thentication process illustrated in figure 53 provides an 
example for applications of the general authentication 
process illustrated and described with reference to figure 
14 to authenticate protected content for use on various 
secondary devices. The process proceeds in a similar 
fashion as previously described with reference to figure 
14. However, when the user transfers and installs digital 
content from the writable computer readable storage 
medium as represented by block 460', the authorized 
representative entity may generate authentication codes 
to authorize the content designated for protection for use 
with one or more secondary devices as represented by 
block 466'. The authentication codes may be added to the 
computer readable storage medium acquired by the user 
as represented by block 452, may be stored on computer 
readable storage media associated with a primary device 
such as a computer, or stored within one or more sec- 



ondary devices depending upon the particular application. 
The authentication code or codes may be generated and 
attached or otherwise associated with software designated 
for protection using any one of the embodiments illus- 
trated and described with reference to figures 36 - 38, for 
example. Software may be designated for protection as il- 
lustrated and described with reference to Figures 67 and 
68, for example. 
[0277] The authorized representative authenticates the user 

based on identification of a secondary device and authen- 
tication codes associated with the software designated for 
protection as represented by block 480". The authentica- 
tion process may proceed as illustrated and described in 
the representative embodiments of figures 39 - 42, or any 
other process to determine whether the secondary device 
is authorized to use or access the protected software. Re- 
peated authentication may be optionally required, as gen- 
erally indicated by block 500", upon subsequent use or 
access to the protected content with a secondary device, 
upon expiration of an authorization interval, and/or peri- 
odically as determined by a local or remote authorized 
representative. 

[0278] The block diagram of Figure 54 illustrates a representative 



embodiment for an authentication process particularly 
suited for use with writable computer readable storage 
media and secondary devices according to the present in- 
vention. The embodiment illustrated in Figure 54 repre- 
sents a specific implementation of the general authentica- 
tion process illustrated and described with reference to 
figure 15 for authentication of secondary devices. After 
acquiring content designated for protection on a writable 
computer readable storage medium as represented by 
blocks 460 and 452, the authorized representative creates 
one or more authentication codes based on registration 
information associated with the primary and/or secondary 
devices as represented by block 468". The authentication 
code or codes may optionally be encrypted as represented 
by block 470 with the module or other means used to 
generate authentication codes locked, deleted, or other- 
wise disabled as represented by block 456, which may 
optionally be performed after a predetermined number of 
installations or authorizations as represented by block 
458. As previously described, authentication codes gener- 
ated by the authorized representative may include a 
generic code to authorize a particular device or group of 
devices or may be generated using user-specific registra- 



tion information, or both. Registration information may be 
collected when content designated for protection is trans- 
ferred to a primary and/or secondary device as repre- 
sented by blocks 460 and 462. The authorized represen- 
tative then attempts to authenticate the user based on 
current registration information or other hardware identi- 
fiers and the authentication code or codes associated with 
the protected software as represented by block 480'. Rep- 
resentative embodiments for authenticating secondary 
devices are described in greater detail with reference to 
figures 39 - 42. Repeated authentications may also be re- 
quired as represented by block 500". 
[0279] Referring now to figure 55, a block diagram illustrating an 
authentication process particularly suited for use with 
writable computer readable storage media and secondary 
devices according to the present invention is shown. The 
embodiment of figure 55 illustrates representative em- 
bodiments of the general authentication process illus- 
trated and described with reference to figure 16 for use in 
authenticating or authorizing secondary devices. The pro- 
cess proceeds in a similar manner as described with refer- 
ence to figures 16, but includes the addition of an au- 
thentication code or codes upon transfer, installation, or 



other access from the computer readable storage medium 
as represented by blocks 460' and 466'. Similarly, the au- 
thentication process determines whether the secondary 
device is authorized as represented by blocl<s 478' and 
498' using corresponding authorized representatives rep- 
resented by blocl<s 480' and 500' to compare identifica- 
tion information or other registration information associ- 
ated with the secondary device to the corresponding au- 
thentication code or codes as represented by blocks 486' 
and 506'. 

[0280] Figure 56 is a block diagram illustrating another embodi- 
ment for an authentication process particularly suited for 
use with writable computer readable storage media and 
other secondary devices according to the present inven- 
tion. The embodiment illustrated in Figure 56 is one ap- 
plication for the general authentication process illustrated 
and described with reference to figure 17. The process 
proceeds in a similar fashion as previously described with 
the authorized representative creating passwords 
(authorization or authentication codes) for approved sec- 
ondary devices as represented by block 468'. The sec- 
ondary device authorization codes may be transferred to 
the writable computer readable storage medium and may 



be generated by a local authorized representative, sup- 
plied with the computer readable storage medium or 
source, or obtained from a remotely located authorized 
representative as illustrated and described in greater de- 
tail with reference to figures 36 - 38. The authentication 
process includes authentication by an authorized repre- 
sentative entity as represented by blocks 480' and 500' 
when the user attempts to utilize the protected content 
for the first time and for the nth time as represented by 
blocks 478' and 498', respectively. 
[0281] Figure 57 is a block diagram illustrating one embodiment 
for an authentication process particularly suited for use 
with writable computer readable storage media and sec- 
ondary devices according to the present invention. The 
embodiment of figure 57 illustrates one implementation 
of the general authentication process illustrated and de- 
scribed with reference to figure 18 for use with secondary 
devices. In addition to the steps described with reference 
to figure 18, the embodiment of figure 57 includes the 
generation of authentication codes for approved sec- 
ondary devices as represented by block 468'. The authen- 
tication codes may be based on registration information 
obtained from the user, from a primary device, and/or 



from secondary devices. The authentication code or codes 
may be supplied along with the computer readable stor- 
age medium or may subsequently be generated by autho- 
rized representative entity. Authentication then proceeds 
based on registration information associated with the sec- 
ondary device and the authentication code or codes asso- 
ciated with content designated for protection as generally 
represented by blocks 478', 520', and 498'. The authenti- 
cation process may include an authorized representative 
determining whether the secondary device is authorized 
by comparing identification information associated with 
the secondary device to corresponding information en- 
coded within one or more authentication codes as repre- 
sented by blocks 480', 486', 522', 528', 500', and 506'. 
[0282] jhe block diagram of figure 58 illustrates one embodi- 
ment of an authentication process particularly suited for 
use with writable computer readable storage media with 
secondary devices according to the present invention. The 
embodiment of figure 58 illustrates a particular applica- 
tion for the general authentication process illustrated and 
described with reference to figure 19 with various steps 
described with reference to secondary use devices. For 
example, when the user transfers and installs digital con- 



tent from the computer readable storage medium as rep- 
resented by block 460' the authorized representative may 
create one or more authentication codes for approved 
secondary devices based on registration information au- 
tomatically obtained from the secondary devices and/or 
supplied by a user as represented by block 466'. Repre- 
sentative embodiments for generating authentication 
codes associated with secondary devices are illustrated 
and described with reference to figures 36 - 38. 
[0283] The authorized representative authenticates the user 

when the user opens, executes, or otherwise utilizes digi- 
tal content designated for protection for the first time on 
a primary and/or secondary device as represented by 
block 478'. Authentication may include a comparison of 
registration information associated with a secondary de- 
vice to corresponding authentication codes as illustrated 
and described in greater detail in figures 39 - 42. The au- 
thorized representative may repeatedly authenticate the 
user when the user opens, executes, or otherwise utilizes 
digital content designated for protection for the second 
time as generally represented by block 520'. Similarly, the 
authorized representatives may repeatedly authenticate 
the user at periodic intervals and/or when the user opens, 



executes, or otherwise utilizes digital content designated 
for protection for the nth time as represented by block 
498'. 

[0284] An authentication process particularly suited for use with 
writable computer readable storage media and secondary 
devices according to one embodiment of the present in- 
vention is illustrated in the block diagram of figure 59. 
The embodiment of figure 59 illustrates a specific appli- 
cation of the general authentication process illustrated 
and described with reference to figure 20. As illustrated, 
the authorized representative functions are performed on 
user system 550. In particular, the user acquires content 
designated for protection on a writable computer readable 
storage medium 452. The authorized representative then 
creates an authentication code at least partially based on 
registration information and adds the authentication code 
to the corresponding content designated for protection 
and the computer readable storage medium as repre- 
sented by block 468". In addition, the authorized repre- 
sentative may add authentication codes for approved sec- 
ondary devices. The authentication codes may be gener- 
ated based on registration information as represented by 
block 460. Alternatively, authentication codes for ap- 



proved secondary devices may be supplied from computer 
readable storage medium 452. As previously described, 
authentication codes may also be obtained from a remote 
authorized representative depending upon the particular 
application. Representative embodiments for generating 
authentication codes associated with secondary devices 
are described and illustrated in greater detail with refer- 
ence to figures 36 - 38. 

[0285] One or more of the authentication codes may be option- 
ally encrypted individually or in combination with pro- 
tected content as represented by block 470. In addition, 
the means to overwrite or otherwise generate new au- 
thentication codes may be optionally locked, deleted, or 
otherwise disabled as represented by block 456 after op- 
tionally allowing for a predetermined number of installa- 
tions as represented by block 458. The user then transfers 
and installs content designated for protection on a pri- 
mary and/or secondary device as represented by block 
460. Additional registration information may be collected 
or supplied to generate one or more authentication codes 
as previously described. 

[0286] The user resident authorized representative authenticates 
the user, system, or device when the user attempts to 



open, executes, or otherwise utilize content designated 
for protection for tlie first time as represented by blocl< 
478'. Depending upon tlie application, repeated authenti- 
cations may be required as represented by blocks 498 and 
520. 

[0287] Referring now to figure 60, a block diagram illustrating 
one embodiment for an authentication process particu- 
larly suited for use with writable computer readable stor- 
age media and secondary devices according to the present 
invention is shown. The embodiment of figure 60 illus- 
trates a representative implementation for the general au- 
thentication process illustrated and described with refer- 
ence to figure 21 for use with one or more secondary de- 
vices. In particular, authentication codes for approved 
secondary devices may be generated by the authorized 
representative upon transfer and installations of the digi- 
tal content from the computer readable storage medium 
to the primary and/or secondary device as represented by 
blocks 460' and 466'. The user system resident authorized 
representative entity authenticates the user when the user 
attempts to open, execute, or otherwise utilize software 
designated for protection as represented by block 478'. 
The authentication process may include comparison of 



registration information associated witli a secondary de- 
vice and autlientication codes associated witli tlie content 
residing on a primary device and/or the secondary device 
to determine whether the secondary device is authorized. 
Repeated authentications may be required as generally 
represented by block 498' and by block 520". 
[0288] Figure 61 is a block diagram illustrating representative 
applications of the present invention that include various 
secondary devices. The software source or publisher 1050 
provides software that may include application programs 
or operating system programs, applets, scripts, music, 
video, movies, games, pictures, graphics, clipart, docu- 
ments, or any other digital content to be acquired by 
users by purchase, license, rental, or otherwise. Software 
source 1050 may optionally include one or more authenti- 
cation codes for approved secondary devices. Included 
authentication codes may be generic for particular mod- 
els, manufacturers, etc. or may be user specific based on 
registration information supplied by the user prior to or 
concurrently with the ordering or other acquisition pro- 
cess. The authentication codes may be supplied to an au- 
thorized administrator 1054 associated with the user sys- 
tem 1056 that may be remotely located or resident on the 



user system, network, or device. The authentication code 
or codes may be modified or additional codes may be cre- 
ated by the authorized administrator upon transfer of the 
content designated for protection to system 1056. Soft- 
ware source 1050 may distribute software using various 
types of computer readable storage media or directly via 
wireless, satellite or other networks using electronic soft- 
ware distribution or download as represented by block 
1052. The computer readable storage media may include 
CDs/DVDs, floppy disks, solid-state memory devices, etc. 
[0289] Content designated for protection may be transferred di- 
rectly from computer readable storage medium 1052 to 
one or more secondary devices 1060. As previously de- 
scribed, any secondary device containing a processor and 
memory or any other usable means of identification may 
be incorporated into the authentication processes of the 
present invention. Of course, depending upon the particu- 
lar application, any of the secondary devices may in fact 
be considered a primary device. Most embodiments of the 
present invention have been described using a computer 
as the primary device with other portable devices as the 
secondary device. However, any of these secondary de- 
vices may in fact be the primary or only device. Exemplary 



secondary devices may include an MP3 or otiier digital au- 
dio player, a laptop computer, a PDA, satellite (XM) radio, 
DVD player and/or recorder, car stereo, cellular tele- 
phone, computer, server, stereo, game console, set-top 
box, VCR, CD player, for example, as represented by block 
1060. The authorized administrator determines whether 
the secondary device is acceptable and then enables ac- 
cess to the content for acceptable devices as represented 
by block 1062. If the secondary device is not acceptable, 
the authorized administrator may prevent access to the 
content or provide limited access as represented by block 
1064. As previously described, the authorized administra- 
tor may reside on a primary system 1056 and/or within 
one or more secondary devices 1060. For secondary de- 
vices that are incapable of performing authorized admin- 
istrator functions to monitor authentication codes for 
content designated for protection, authorized administra- 
tor functions may be performed on a primary device such 
as computer 1056. For example, an authorized adminis- 
trator on primary device 1056 may prevent content from 
being transferred to a secondary device 1060 unless the 
secondary device is determined to be authorized or ac- 
ceptable. Similarly, various alternative file types may be 



provided for secondary devices that cannot be identified 
or are incapable of implementing authorized administra- 
tor functions as previously described. 
[0290] Rather than transferring content designated for protection 
directly from source 1054 to one or more secondary de- 
vices 1060 via distribution means 1052, computer, net- 
work, or other primary device 1056 may transfer content 
designated for protection via distribution means 1058 to 
one or more secondary devices 1060. As illustrated in 
Figure 61, distribution means 1052 and 1058 include di- 
rect distribution via wireless technology. Any of the em- 
bodiments of the present invention may be utilized on any 
type of wireless device. As an example, music content 
transmitted via satellite to an XM radio may include an au- 
thorized representative and authentication code genera- 
tion means. Alternatively, the wireless source correspond- 
ing to the satellite network provider in this example may 
perform authentication and authorization functions and 
only transmit the content once the authentication code 
has been embedded or otherwise attached to the content. 
When the transmission is received by a corresponding re- 
ceiver or transceiver, the authorized representative, which 
may reside within the wireless device, determines regis- 



tration information sucli as liardware identification and 
generates an appropriate authentication code tliat may be 
embedded to or attached to the content as previously de- 
scribed. If the file is subsequently transferred to another 
device, it will include the authentication code associated 
with the original wireless device and/or of the authorized 
user thereby restricting use in any subsequent unautho- 
rized device. The content may be deleted, rendered inop- 
erable, or allowed to operate in a reduced functionality 
mode in an unauthorized device as previously described. 
Satellite radio is used by example only. All processes are 
adaptable to any wireless device including cellular tele- 
phones, PDAs, laptop computers, etc. 
[0291] Referring now to figure 62, a block diagram illustrating 
use of an authentication process having alternative file 
types for use with secondary devices according to one 
embodiment of the present invention is shown. Software 
source 1050 develops, creates, and/or distributes one or 
more types of software that may optionally include au- 
thentication codes for secondary devices. Software source 
1050 may include one or more alternative file formats for 
the software designated for protection. Alternatively, or in 
combination, software source 1050 may include corre- 



spending identifiers, instructions, modules, or tlie lil<e to 
subsequently generate one or more alternative file for- 
mats for corresponding devices. Software source 1050 
may provide content designated for protection to an au- 
thorized administrator that may be remotely located or 
resident on the user computer, network, or device 1056. 
Software source 1050 may also optionally provide content 
designated for protection directly to the user via distribu- 
tion channel 1052. 
[0292] jhe authorized administrator determines whether the 

secondary device is authorized or otherwise acceptable to 
access the protected software as represented by block 
1060. If the secondary device is authorized or otherwise 
acceptable, access to the protected software is provided 
as represented by block 1080. The protected software 
may be provided in an alternative file type for a particular 
secondary device as previously described. If the secondary 
device is determined to be unauthorized or otherwise un- 
acceptable, access to the protected software is prevented 
or allowed with limited functionality as represented by 
block 1064. 

[0293] Primary device 1056 may also be used to transfer pro- 
tected software to one or more secondary devices 1060 



via distribution cliannel 1070. The primary device 1056 
may optionally create alternative file types for corre- 
sponding authorized secondary devices. Alternatively, pri- 
mary device 1056 may obtain an appropriate alternative 
file type from authorized administrator 1054 for subse- 
quent transfer to one or more secondary devices 1060 via 
a computer readable storage medium or wireless network, 
for example. 

[0294] Figure 63 is a block diagram illustrating representative 
uses of authentication processes of the present invention 
with secondary devices that are obsolete or unidentifiable. 
Software source 1050 distributes software designated for 
protection that may optionally include one or more au- 
thentication codes for approved secondary devices. Soft- 
ware may be distributed via an authorized administrator 
1054 that creates, installs, and monitors authentication 
codes and may reside on a remote server or locally on a 
primary device 1056, such as a computer, network, or 
other device. Alternatively, or in combination, software 
source 1050 may distribute software designated for pro- 
tection directly to one or more obsolete or unidentifiable 
secondary devices 1090 via distribution channel 1052. 

[0295] Authorized administrator 1054 determines whether one or 



more secondary devices 1090 are authorized or otiierwise 
acceptable before providing access to the protected soft- 
ware as represented by blocl< 1080. Depending upon the 
particular application, access may be provided to the pro- 
tected software utilizing an alternative file type. If the au- 
thorized administrator 1054 determines that the unidenti- 
fiable or obsolete secondary device is not acceptable, ac- 
cess to the protected software is prevented or otherwise 
hindered as represented by block 1064. As also illustrated 
in Figure 63, primary device 1056 may transfer content 
designated for protection via distribution channel 1070 to 
one or more obsolete or unidentifiable secondary devices 
1090. 

[0296] Figure 64 is a block diagram illustrating a representative 
authentication process using encryption according to one 
embodiment of the present invention. As described with 
reference to previous embodiments of the present inven- 
tion, encryption may be utilized in any of the authentica- 
tion processes to encrypt one or more authentication 
codes, content designated for protection, or both. When 
encryption is utilized, the encryption/decryption algo- 
rithms and/or keys may be modified from system to sys- 
tem to further deter unauthorized use. For example, a 



random number generator may be included to modify 
eacli user's autliorized administrator encryption algoritlim 
and associated keys. As such, even if tlie encryption is 
cracked by an unauthorized user, decryption will not be 
possible on another unauthorized system. Various regis- 
tration information or hardware identifiers may be utilized 
to modify the encryption and decryption algorithms and/ 
or keys. 

[0297] jhe authorized administrator may periodically (i.e. ran- 
domly based, time based, number of executions based, 
calendar based, or based on a failure to decrypt, failure of 
comparative match, etc.) dynamically update/change the 
authentication code or codes to reflect changes in user 
registration information, which may include changes to 
hardware, software, system settings, and the like. This 
strategy may be used to provide a more accurate or iden- 
tical match to user registration information so that mini- 
mum comparative standards may be elevated to further 
ensure compliance. However, the authorized administrator 
or representative may require a minimum comparative 
match between registration information encoded within an 
authentication code associated with protected content and 
current registration information before allowing a new au- 



thentication code to be determined and associated witli 
tlie protected content to accommodate clianges to tlie 
user system. Tliis ensures tliat only incremental changes 
to the registration information will result in an updated 
authentication code while preventing large-scale changes 
that would be indicative of an unauthorized system. 
[0298] As illustrated in Figure 64, the authorized administrator 
generates an authentication code based on registration 
information associated with an authorized user as repre- 
sented by block 1100. The authorized administrator then 
encrypts the authentication code and/or the content des- 
ignated for protection using an "interlocked hyperencryp- 
tion" secret key. The encryption algorithm and/or key may 
be modified by a variable (VRI ) based on registration in- 
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formation as represented by block 1102. The encrypted 
authentication code is then embedded, linked, or other- 
wise associated with the content designated for protection 
as represented by block 1104. 
[0299] During a subsequent authentication process the autho- 
rized administrator generates a current authentication 
code based on registration information associated with 
the current user, user device, system, etc. as represented 
by block 1110. The current authentication code may be 



encrypted using an "interlocked hyperencryption"secret 
l<ey witli tlie encryption algoritlim and/or l<ey modified by 
a variable (VRI ) based on registration information 

CURRENT ^ 

as represented by block 1112 to produce an encrypted 
second authentication code represented by block 1114. 
The authorized representative may also attempt to de- 
crypt the protected content and/or the authentication 
code or codes associated with the protected content using 
the secret key based on the encryption algorithm or key 
variable (^I^'current^ represented by block 1120. If the 
protected content and/or associated authentication code 
or codes can be decrypted, the second authentication 
code may be compared to the first authentication code as 
represented by block 1122. If the authentication codes 
match, access to the file is enabled as represented by 
block 1124. 

[0300] If the authorized administrator is unable to decrypt the 
protected file and/or associated authentication code or 
codes, or the first and second authentication codes do not 
match, the registration information encoded in the first 
authentication code corresponding to the originally au- 
thorized system and the registration information associ- 
ated with the current system as represented by the vari- 



ables VRI and VRI , respectively, may be com- 
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pared as represented by block 1130. The comparison of 
the registration information or corresponding variables 
may be used to identify the number of components or 
type of components that have changed relative to the 
originally authorized system and the current system. If the 
registration information associated with the originally au- 
thorized system and the registration information associ- 
ated with the current system is not sufficiently similar as 
represented by block 1130, access to the content is pre- 
vented or hindered as represented by block 1132. If the 
registration information associated with the content is 
similar to the current registration information as repre- 
sented by block 1130 a new authentication code may be 
determined and encrypted, using the encryption key and/ 
or algorithm as modified by the current registration infor- 
mation and then associated or linked to the protected 
content as represented by block 1134. Access to the pro- 
tected content is then enabled as represented by block 
1136. 

[0301] As illustrated in Figure 64, this embodiment of the inven- 
tion allows the use of encryption while tolerating a prede- 
termined level of modification to the registration informa- 



tion associated with an autliorized system. For example, if 
the user receives content designated for protection using 
an authorized device but subsequently changes one or 
more components within the authorized device, such as a 
hard drive, motherboard, processor, etc., the embodiment 
of Figure 64 allows the protected content to be accessed 
by the updated system. The authentication code or codes 
associated with the content are also updated to reflect the 
changes to the registration information. However, if the 
content designated for protection is transferred to an 
unauthorized system, it is unlikely that registration infor- 
mation of the unauthorized system will meet the mini- 
mum comparative match to allow the authentication code 
associated with the content to be updated. As such, ac- 
cess to the protected content on the unauthorized system 
will be prevented or otherwise restricted. If an authorized 
user modifies an authorized device to the extent that the 
modified device fails to meet the minimum comparative 
match, the user would have to contact a remote autho- 
rized representative to verify registration information and 
receive a new authentication code at the discretion of the 
authorized representative to enable access to the pro- 
tected file or files. 



[0302] Figure 65 is a blocl< diagram illustrating use of asymmet- 
ric encryption for an authentication process according to 
one embodiment of the present invention. Content may be 
designated for protection using any of a number of codes, 
file names, file types, etc. as illustrated and described in 
greater detail with reference to Figure 67. During the ini- 
tial use or installation of the software designated for pro- 
tection on a user system, network, or device, a password 
or authorization code will be required by the software to 
function properly. The user or program attempting to ac- 
cess the software must establish contact with the autho- 
rized representative, which is preferably located on the 
user system or network, to obtain the appropriate autho- 
rization code or password. The password or authorization 
code administrator obtains registration information and 
provides one or more appropriate passwords or authenti- 
cation codes for the software as represented by block 
1100. Communication of registration information and the 
authorization code(S) may be accomplished either manu- 
ally or automatically depending upon the particular appli- 
cation and configuration and/or type of software. The 
password administrator or authorized representative 
preferably stores collected registration information to be 



used for various purposes according to tlie present inven- 
tion to reduce unautliorized use of tlie software. Tlie reg- 
istration information may be encoded, encrypted, or oth- 
erwise hidden to prevent tampering. 
[0303] The authorized administrator may encrypt the authentica- 
tion code or codes and/or the software designated for 
protection using "interlocked hyperencryption" with a pri- 
vate key, for example. The encryption algorithm or key 
may be modified for each system based on registration 
information that may be contained in a corresponding 
variable, such as VRI for example, as represented by 
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block 1102". The encrypted authentication code is associ- 
ated or otherwise embedded with the content designated 
for protection as represented by block 1104. 
[0304] When the user subsequently attempts to transfer, install, 
or otherwise access the protected content, the authorized 
administrator generates a second authentication code 
based on current registration information as represented 
by block 1110. The authorized administrator may then 
compute and encrypt the current authorization or authen- 
tication code using "interlocked hyperencryption" with a 
public key. The encryption algorithm or key may be modi- 
fied by a variable representing the current registration in- 



formation for the system as represented by block 1112' to 
produce a second encrypted authentication code repre- 
sented by blocl< 1114. The current registration informa- 
tion may also be used by the authorized administrator to 
attempt to decrypt the protected content and/or authenti- 
cation code associated with the protected content as rep- 
resented by block 1120". The first and second authentica- 
tion codes may be compared as encrypted or decrypted 
codes as represented by block 1122. If the authentication 
codes match, the protected content file is enabled as rep- 
resented by block 1124. If the authorized administrator is 
not able to decrypt the authorization or authentication 
code associated with the protected content, or the first 
and second authentication codes do not match, the au- 
thorized administrator determines whether the original 
registration information is similar to the current registra- 
tion information as represented by block 1130. 
[0305] If the current registration information is similar to the 
registration information associated with the protected 
content as contained in the corresponding authentication 
code, the authorized administrator may update the au- 
thentication code as represented by block 1134. The up- 
dated authentication code may be encrypted using a cor- 



responding key and algorithm based on tlie current regis- 
tration information and associated witli tlie content desig- 
nated for protection for subsequent authentication. Ac- 
cess to the protected content is then provided as repre- 
sented by block 1136. 

[0306] If the current registration information is significantly dif- 
ferent from the registration information associated with 
the protected content as determined by block 1130, ac- 
cess to the protected content may be prevented or various 
other compliance actions may be initiated as represented 
by block 1132 and described in greater detail above. 

[0307] Figure 66 is a block diagram representing another em- 
bodiment of an authentication process using asymmetric 
encryption according to the present invention. The em- 
bodiment of Figure 66 is similar to the asymmetric en- 
cryption described with reference to Figure 65. In the em- 
bodiment of Figure 66, the authorized administrator en- 
crypts the authentication code and/or content designated 
for protection using interlocked hyper encryption with a 
public key as represented by block 1102". The encryption 
algorithm or public key may be modified based on regis- 
tration information if desired. 

[0308] When the content designated for protection is subse- 



quently accessed, the authorized administrator computes 
and encrypts an authentication code using a private l<ey 
based on current registration information as represented 
by blocl< 1112". The process then proceeds in a similar 
fashion to enable access to the file for authorized users as 
represented by blocks 1124 and 1136. Likewise, the au- 
thorized administrator attempts to determine whether in- 
cremental changes to the system as reflected in the regis- 
tration information have occurred, or whether the pro- 
tected content has been transferred to an unauthorized 
system. The authorized administrator updates the au- 
thentication code or codes associated with the protected 
content if it is determined that the modified system is au- 
thorized while preventing access to the content if it is de- 
termined that the system is unauthorized. 
[0309] Figure 67 is a block diagram illustrating a system and 
method for protecting software from unauthorized use 
according to one embodiment of the present invention. 
Manufacturers, developers, or publishers create software 
that may include application programs or other digital 
content which may be stored as data on computer read- 
able media. Computer readable media may include any 
medium capable of storing instructions and/or data which 



is directly or indirectly readable by a computer or any de- 
vice with a microprocessor. The software preferably in- 
cludes at least one identifier indicating that anti-piracy 
measures or copy protection is desired as represented by 
block 1150. The identifier may be in the form of a serial 
number, password, or other alphanumeric or binary 
string, for example. The identifier is preferably transpar- 
ent to any systems that do not include an authorized rep- 
resentative or other module or device to implement copy 
protection so that the software may be used without re- 
strictions on those systems or devices. This would provide 
a backward compatibility feature. However, the identifier 
would be detected by an authorized representative asso- 
ciated with any systems or devices employing copy pro- 
tection to trigger an authentication process according to 
the present invention as previously described and illus- 
trated. Other services may also be signified by these or 
additional identifiers. Such services may include instruc- 
tions for periodically contacting a remote server or remote 
authorized representative for the exchange of information 
including repeated authorization and authentication, dy- 
namic authorized representative process changes, up- 
dates/upgrades, patches, marketing or promotional pur- 



poses, quality assurance purposes, network monitoring 
and metering, error and usage information, etc. Tliese 
services may be in conjunction with or independent from 
the protection processes described. 

[0310] As generally represented by block 1150, the copy protec- 
tion identifier may be any unique code or character string 
included somewhere within the file or associated with the 
content designated for protection. The identifier may be 
included in a unique file prefix, file suffix, file extension, 
embedded within the content, as a binary code, or any 
other convenient method to designate protection. For 
each of the examples illustrated in block 1150, the unique 
code or string may be contained anywhere within the pro- 
tected content, including the name, whether visible, hid- 
den, or encrypted. For example, if integrated into the file 
name, the code may appear as a prefix, suffix, or inter- 
spersed their between. If implemented as a file extension, 
the unique identifier may be placed before a standard ex- 
tension, after a standard extension, or anywhere in be- 
tween, etc. Redundant identifiers may also be included to 
further deter illegal use. 

[0311] The software identifier may optionally be encrypted using 
symmetric, asymmetric, or other encryption strategies as 



represented by block 1152. Alternatively, or in combina- 
tion, various optional strategies may be employed to make 
the identifier tamper-resistant as represented by block 
1154. The identifier may be hidden from view of the user, 
may be locked or interlocked with the associated content, 
or the file may be rendered inoperable if the identifier is 
changed or tampered with, for example. As also repre- 
sented by block 1154, the file name made be locked or 
otherwise prevented from being changed or tampered 
with. Various other strategies may also be used to assure 
the integrity of the content and identifier as well known by 
those of ordinary skill in the art. 
[0312] Depending upon the particular application and implemen- 
tation, file name changes may be accommodated to allow 
for file name conflicts as represented by block 1156. For 
example, in the case of a pre-existing file name that con- 
flicts with an incoming file name, the incoming file name 
may be changed automatically or manually by adding a 
numerical or alphabetic character to the incoming file, or 
adding any other designation while still maintaining the 
integrity of the file identifier. Preferably the file may also 
contain more than one identifier as represented by block 
1158. Additional identifiers may be provided for backup 



or as hidden identifiers to furtlier hinder tampering with 
the protected content. All identifiers may be required to 
be present to provide access to the file with any missing 
identifiers indicating that the file has been tampered with 
or otherwise corrupted and used to trigger various com- 
pliance actions, for example. 

[0313] The software developer or publisher then distributes the 
content designated for protection using any convenient 
distribution channel as represented by block 1160. The 
content designated for protection may be distributed on 
computer readable storage media including DVDs, CDs, 
and memory cards, or electronically, for example. As 
such, the software publisher may designate software to 
activate, trigger, or otherwise utilize an available autho- 
rization or authentication process to reduce unauthorized 
use according to the present invention. 

[0314] Figure 68 is a block diagram illustrating an authentication 
process according to one embodiment of the present in- 
vention. A software publisher creates software that in- 
cludes at least one identifier to trigger an authentication 
process on a user's system, network, or device as repre- 
sented by block 1150. The identifier may optionally be 
encrypted as represented by block 1152 or otherwise 



made tamper-resistant as represented by block 1154. If 
the identifier is included within the protected content file 
name, various strategies may be used to provide conflict 
resolution of file names as represented by block 1156. 
Preferably, more than one identifier is included with the 
content designated for protection as represented by block 
1158. The software publisher then distributes the digital 
content with one or more identifiers to users via any con- 
venient means including computer readable storage media 
and/or electronically as represented by block 1160. Any 
of the anti-piracy strategies in the various embodiments 
of the present invention are then triggered when a local or 
remote authorized administrator or representative detects 
the identifier(s) associated with the content to reduce or 
prevent unauthorized use of the content as represented 
by block 1170. 

[0315] Figure 69 is a block diagram illustrating a process for de- 
termining current authorized representative status and 
applicable update procedures according to one embodi- 
ment of the present invention. A computer readable stor- 
age medium source 100 is acquired by user as repre- 
sented by block 102. The user may acquire the computer 
readable storage medium via a wireless network, via elec- 



tronic software distribution, or via any other electronic 
distribution metliod and transfer tlie content to a local 
computer readable storage medium. Likewise, the digital 
content may be transferred to a computer readable stor- 
age medium prior to acquisition of the computer readable 
storage medium by the user. The user system or network 
1180 is analyzed to determine the status or presence of 
an authorized representative as generally represented by 
block 1182. If an authorized representative program, 
module, chip, card, processor, etc. is not detected as de- 
termined by block 1186, an authorized representative 
may be obtained as represented by block 1184 from a lo- 
cal or remote source. 
[0316] If an authorized representative is detected as represented 
by block 1186, various additional steps may be performed 
to determine the status of the authorized representative 
as represented by block 1188 - 1198. In particular, if the 
authorized representative is determined to be up-to-date 
or current as represented by block 1188, no additional 
action is required. However, if a patch or service pack for 
the authorized representative is required or available, it 
may be automatically or manually obtained from a local or 
remote source as represented by block 1190. Similarly, if 



the authorized representative requires updating of some 
or all of the functionality, an update may be obtained as 
represented by block 1192. If the authorized representa- 
tive is obsolete or outdated, a new or updated authorized 
representative may be obtained as represented by block 
1194. If the authorized representative has been tampered 
with, modified, corrupted, or changed in anyway, a new 
or updated authorized representative may be acquired 
manually or automatically as represented by block 1196. 
In addition or in combination, A back-up authorized rep- 
resentative may be installed as represented by block 
1198. 

[0317] As illustrated in Fig. 69, any of the authentication func- 
tions and rules for any applicable embodiment previously 
described may be dynamically changed by a local or re- 
motely located authorized representative. As one exam- 
ple, the algorithm used to generate authentication codes 
may be periodically modified by contacting a local or re- 
mote server. The user system would then update the au- 
thorized representative module or modules and all appli- 
cable associated content. This would always keep the 
"crackers" and "hackers" one step behind the current au- 
thentication algorithms used within any given system. 



This feature of the present invention is one of the many 
features that improve over the prior art, which is static in 
this regard. 

[0318] Figure 70 is a blocl< diagram illustrating operation of an 
authorized representative implemented in a hardware de- 
vice according to one embodiment of the present inven- 
tion. Protected software present on a computer readable 
storage medium 102 is acquired by a user for use on a 
user system or network 1180. User system or network 
1180 includes a physical authorized representative 1200 
that may be implemented by a hardware device including 
a computer chip, chip set, card, processor integral, etc. 
Physical authorized representative 1200 performs various 
authentication functions as previously described and gen- 
erally represented by block 1210. Physical authorized rep- 
resentative 1200 may optionally include memory 1212 
that may be used to update, revise, or replace various au- 
thorized representative algorithms, functions, keys, and 
the like. 

[0319] Physical authorized representative 1200 may be perma- 
nently installed in user system 1180. For example, an au- 
thorized representative chip or chip set may be included 
on a system motherboard to prevent user tampering or 



removal. Preferably, hardware device 1200 includes 
firmware or other non volatile memory to facilitate dy- 
namically changing one or more functions or algorithms 
of the authorized representative as described above. 
Hardware device 1200 may also be implemented in a de- 
vice that is selectively connected to user system 1180 us- 
ing a wired or wireless connection. For example, an au- 
thorized representative device may be installed as a card 
in a computer. Similarly, an authorized representative de- 
vice may be connected via a serial port, parallel port, USB 
port, etc. The hardware device 1200 may also be accessi- 
ble via a wireless or wired network. For example, an au- 
thorized representative device 1200 may be connected to 
a user system or computer accessible via a wireless net- 
work by a secondary device such as a digital audio player. 
[0320] As also illustrated in Figure 70, a remote server 1220 may 
optionally be provided to supply an authorized represen- 
tative if the hardware device is not present or is inopera- 
ble. Similarly, remote server 1220 may provide authorized 
representative updates, patches, reprogramming func- 
tions, etc. for hardware device 1200. Various information 
may be optionally encrypted to prevent user tampering as 
previously described. 



[0321] Thus, the present invention provides a system and 

method for reducing or preventing unauthorized use of 
protected software including various types of digital con- 
tent. The systems and methods of the present invention 
may be used transparently to the user and with little or no 
user information being transferred outside of a trusted 
system or network. The present invention also provides a 
convenient and low cost system and method for software 
publishers to designate software for protection while pro- 
viding backward compatibility for older devices. Although 
it is unlikely that any anti-piracy strategy will be com- 
pletely effective for any length of time, the present inven- 
tion provides a solution to many of the problems associ- 
ated with prior art strategies and should significantly re- 
duce the unauthorized used of all types of software. 

[0322] While the best mode for carrying out the invention has 
been described in detail, those familiar with the art to 
which this invention relates will recognize various alterna- 
tive designs and embodiments for practicing the invention 
as defined by the following claims. 



